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 RULE of the month… WHERE DO I DROP MY BALL? 

 Juniors…Sharp Cup results 

From the President & Manager…Rob Dowling & Matt Chesterman 

PRO SHOP  
Following the departure of our Club professional, we have taken all necessary steps to protect 
the interest of our Club & our members.  Additionally after negotiations took place around stock 
holdings and equipment a settlement was reached whereby the Club was fully reimbursed for 
the outstanding balance. 
 
In moving forward & ensuring that member’s needs were adequately catered to, it was 
necessary to appoint staff on a casual basis to tend the pro-shop.  We would like to thank Dylan 
Thomas, Cathy Hayward & Mark Robinson for their support through this interim period. 
 
The Working Group has completed interviews for the Golf Operations Manager position. An 
announcement will be made in the coming days. 
 
Titleist & Footjoy Brand Showcase Location 
The Committee is pleased to announce that the Club has entered into a partnership with the 
number one brands in Golf, Titleist & Footjoy. 

The arrangement will see the Club stock exclusively Titleist Ball and Footjoy Shoe & Glove. In 
addition, our Golf Shop will carry a range of Titleist Clubs & Bags and Footjoy Apparel.  

To launch the agreement between the Club and Titleist, a ball fitting day will take place on 
Saturday the 23rd of June here at the Club. Titleist representatives will be on hand to give you 
all the advice you need about the ball that best suits your game. 

Main Club Sponsors… 

 

 

GGRRAAPPEEVVIINNEE 



(From the President & Manager…continued) 

The arrangement comes with significant benefits to the Club including; 

 Year round fitting days for Balls, Shoes & Clubs 
 Exclusive access to Titleist & Footjoy offerings 
 Branding as a Titleist & Footjoy Showcase venue where they will send non-club golfer to 

us for advice & sales 
 Other exposure benefits to the Club including being listed on their websites as a preferred 

location. 

Over the coming weeks the Golf Shop will continue to be stocked with other brands of Apparel, 
Hardware and Accessories. 

Reynella Mazda 

The COM is pleased to announce that Reynella Mazda have paid the Club in arrears for their last 
12 months of sponsorship and we are currently in talks about a continued relationship with 
them. We thank Reynella Mazda & partners, Southgate Holden & Southern VW for their ongoing 
support. 

 

 

Hospitality…from Wayne Lines (Vice President, Hospitality) 

                                     
It’s that time of the year again, our Annual Quiz Night is on Saturday 14th July. For many 
of us it’s an ideal opportunity to use some of that useless information gathered over our lives 
and at the same time have fun doing it. Get your team formed, tables of 8 at $10 a head, 
bookings must be made with Julie at the front office prior to the day. Doors open at 7pm for a 
7.30pm start BYO supper, bar will be open, No BYO beverages. Let’s get some competition 
going so we don’t need Vin Pike’s table winning again. 
 
Here is something to get you thinking. 
Who hit the first golf ball on the moon? 
How many balls were hit? 
What club was used? 
How far did the ball/balls travel? 
 
Love to see you on the night and good luck with the questions. 
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A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Jan Shaw (VP Women’s Golf) 

         

 

    

 

Congratulations to our 
golfing star this month. 
Cate Browell had an 
amazing +9 Par Round on 
5th June.  Her playing 
partners suggested that she 
needed to be drug tested. 
Hence the photo.  
 

 

 
The Pennant, Cleek and Hickory sides have played several games over the past month. The 
A4 pennant girls have won their first 3 matches 5 nil so hopefully that form continues at Tea 
Tree Gully next week. Their greatest challenge will be the game against Kooyonga @ Kooyonga. 
 
Our Cleek team was promoted to Cleek 1 this year and unfortunately have only won 1 game and 
lost 3.  Hopefully they can get a win next week. The Hickory Team won their first 3 games but 
unfortunately lost the North Adelaide last week. 
 
The Vines was well represented at May week at South Lakes again this year. Deb Dudson 
won A Grade Nett on Wednesday and Leonie Lindsay won A grade nett on Thursday. Leonie 
won overall A Grade Nett for both days.  
 

 

Leonie was also in the funny story from May week.  After a few 
drinks at the local hotel on the Wednesday night, it was agreed to have 
more drinks back at one of the houses close to the golf course. Leonie 
thought she was following one of the Vines cars. However, when the 
car finally pulled into a driveway, Leonie got out and then realised she 
didn’t know the people in the other car. The end result was Leonie 
didn’t know where to go for drinks, she couldn’t get back into her 
house as she didn’t have her keys and she had left her mobile phone in 
the house.  Meanwhile the rest of the Vines Women were all trying to 
find her. 

They eventually found her asleep in her car at her rental accommodation.  
 
The women’s and men’s locker rooms will be recarpeted with floor tiles the same colour 
as the rest of the clubhouse on Thursday 28th June.  If you have anything in lockers, please 
clear them out by Tuesday 26th June.  The recarpeting is only expected to take a day. 
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Green Speed: Do we manage our greens for speed? 
(from Rob Millington, Golf Course Superintendent) 
 
The short answer is no. The speed of the greens is secondary to the trueness, firmness and 
health of the surface. We aim to produce true and firm surfaces on our greens and for the most 
part this will result in reasonably fast greens, but other factors will greatly influence speed.  

 Growth rate - Mowing frequency, nutrient levels, temperature, application of growth 

regulators and other products, day length and cloud cover all affect how quickly the plant 

grows and will impact on speed. During the warmer months the management of nutrient 

levels is critical for growth rate. It can be quite a balancing act to keep the growth rate in 

check, particularly if we have any storm events where the rain has high levels of available 

Nitrogen. 

 Moisture - Rainfall, irrigation, dew and drainage all have a strong influence on how firm 

the surface is on any given day. During the Winter months our mowers will run mainly to 

remove the dew from the greens because there will be very little leaf growth to remove. 

 Mowing - Height of cut, mowing frequency, blade sharpness and clip rate can all 

influence speed. Our current height measurement is 3mm. This height is rarely altered 

(possibly temporarily after a major renovation, but our most recent was over two years 

ago). Surprisingly height of cut is less of a factor with green speed than some would 

think. Many other factors have a greater influence in that regard. 

 Turf condition - Thatch depth, leaf density, the growth habit of the grass (flat or 

upright leaves) and grain will all influence ball roll. Thatchy greens are softer in general 

because of the increased organic matter build up near the surface that tends to have a 

greater moisture content. Some greens will have areas of grain (the leaf laying in one 

direction) and the speed can vary depending on whether the ball is rolling with, against 

or across the grain.  

 Cultural practices - Rolling, scarifying, grooming, brooming, dusting or top dressing, 

spiking, sub-surface de-compaction and coring. These are the practices that allow us to 

influence trueness and firmness. In the short term grooming and rolling will have an 

immediate impact on the surface of the green. The other practices have a more long 

term influence. We are spiking the greens regularly to improve drainage, water infiltration 

and aeration. The weekly dusting is a very important process. The rate of application is 

measured to match the growth rate and this in-turn reduces thatch build-up. The sand 

mixes in with the organic matter and produces a firmer, free draining surface. The sand 

provides a physical structure that is not present when thatch forms in normal 

circumstances. Another important process is the sub-surface de-compaction down to 

300mm below the surface, using the Air2G2 machine. By using compressed air the 

machine opens up compacted, non-draining layers and allows better water movement 

and air exchange in the profile. 

The correct timing of the cultural practices is the key to providing true and firm greens in the 
long term, and this also has bearing on the consistency across all greens. We are looking to 
have the healthiest turf possible at the lowest growth rate possible at any given time, 
considering all of the factors above. This approach will lead to faster greens in the context of 
our situation. 
 
 
 
 



Green Speed: Do we manage our greens for speed?...continued 
 
Many courses place a higher priority on the speed of their greens and quite often courses are 
compared from one to another on these figures. This can set up unrealistic expectations, and 
ultimately cause long term harm due to this pursuit of speed. The additional expenditure and 
resources required in this pursuit will be detrimental in the long term, not only to the health of 
the turf but to the financial position due to the skewed spending. The tournaments played, 
particularly in the USA, feed this pursuit for speed. I saw a video of a ball being dropped on a 
green at Shinnecock Hills in the current US Open, and the ball slowly rolled some 40 meters off 
the front of the green. This certainly is not sustainable, but it sets up an expectation and an 
ongoing competition to achieve similar speeds at the next event. The trickle-down effect  
throughout the golfing world ultimately raises maintenance costs and in-turn membership fees.  
 
This is why we are focussing on true, firm and healthy greens. Dusting, spiking and use of the 
Air2G2 all contribute to that end. Ball roll speed may vary over the year, but the increase in 
firmness due to regular dusting will provide speed within a very acceptable range. 
 

From John Ford… 

 

A doctor was addressing a large audience in Oxford .... 
  
"The material we put into our stomachs should have 
killed most of us sitting here, years ago.  
 
Red meat is full of steroids and dye.  
 
Soft drinks corrode your stomach lining.  
 
Chinese food is loaded with MSG.  
 
High Trans-fat diets can be disastrous and none of us 
realizes the long-term harm caused by the germs in our 
drinking water.  
 
But, there is one thing that is the most dangerous of all 
and most of us have, or will eat it.  
 
Can anyone here tell me what food it is that causes the 
most grief and suffering for years after eating it?" 

 
After several seconds of quiet, a 70-year-old man in the front row raised his hand, and 
softly said, "Wedding Cake." 
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FINANCE…from Greg Kemp (Vice President, Finance) 

 
RENOVATION PROJECT. 
 

Some members have asked for a detailed costing of the recent renovations to the kitchen, bar, 
members lounge and dining room. 
The following report draws data directly from the General Ledger. 
Coolroom hire  $1,050.00 
Building Works $15,805.00 
Plumbing $31,296.08 
Floor repairs Keg Room $1,377.00 
Additional Shelving $3,319.09 
Carpet $22,242.73 
Asbestos removal $5,640.00 
Project Management S/S equip, trades  $145,184.20 

Freezer Refrigeration $8,350.00 
Misc $738.91 
Electrical $12,260.81 
Chairs and tables. $44,608.31 

 
$291,872.13 

 

Although there is a clear over-run on the original budget of $260,000, which included a 
reasonable contingency provision, a number of unforeseen issues arose necessitating the extra 
expenditure. These were identified in the May Grapevine as asbestos removal, floor 
replacement, bin storage area, electrical switchboard upgrade, and the beer line conduit.  
 
 

Introducing Greg Kemp 
 
I have been a member of The Vines for 15 years, only recently 
starting involvement in Committee work, with last year on 
Course Committee and this year joining Committee of 
Management in the role of Vice President Finance. 
My wife and I moved to South Australia from NSW about 50 
years ago, and raised our four children in this great state, all of 
whom still live locally.  We have four grandchildren, ranging 
from 25 years to 10.  Unfortunately my dear wife passed away 
in 2013, a great loss.  We had moved to The Reserve Village at 
Woodcroft in 2011, and formed many friendships there – and 
better yet, it was closer to the golf club. Subsequently I met 
my partner, Leonie, who was widowed around the same time 
and we continue to enjoy meals and lots of travel experiences 
together. 

 

    

                    

 

I have held a variety of positions with two South Australian companies.  After 25 years with 
Southcott Engineering as Warehouse Manager and many associated roles, I worked another 25 
years  at what was then Independent Holdings, (nowadays Metcash Distribution), suppliers to 
IGA supermarkets.  After development and planning roles there I was promoted to managing 
warehouses, culminating in the role of Manager of the Dry Grocery warehouse on Findon Rd.  
With a staff numbers at a peak of 360, (remember BI-LO?) operating over 24 hours, 6.5 days a 
week, it provided some real challenges.  I retired in 2011. 



 
 
My experience includes project managing major warehouse construction projects, implementing 
many software programs, implementing enhanced safe work processes, and developing staff to 
reach their potential. In the later years I reduced hours and took responsibility for facility 
maintenance and legislative compliances.  During my career I have chaired a National Industry 
Committee enquiring into Dangerous Goods Transport; and spent too much time interstate 
assisting other company sites to implement warehouse management software and processes. 
In Committee I have been pleased to work with both the Constitution Committee and the recent 
Golf Operations Planning group, as well as absorbing the detail associated with the finance of 
the club.  I play with my regular group on Saturdays (somebody has to play with Bernie) but try 
to meet different members by taking vacant slots for my Wednesday game.   
I look forward to seeing you around. 
 

 

From the Captain…Dean Nobbs 

 
The Pennant season is well underway with four of the seven rounds completed on 17th June 
2018.  The Simpson Cup team are currently sitting in 8th position with 1 point and are tied with 
Southern, Kooyonga and Royal Adelaide.  A half with Royal Adelaide at Glenelg, on Sunday the 
17 June, saw The Vines climb into a four way tie.  The team continues to share the wins and are 
looking to press ahead to get a win in the remaining three rounds. 
The Bonnar Cup team were sitting in 2nd position after the third round.  The Bonnar Cup team 
played Grange at Tea Tree Gully on Sunday and lost 5 matches to 2.  The Vines are currently 
sitting in 3rd position, tied with three other teams. 
 
Colder weather over the last two weeks has made scoring more difficult.  Notable scores over 
the last few weeks include Paul Sandercock (+2), Alex Curtin (68 nett), Warrick McIntosh (68 
nett), Brian Wilson (39 points), Rod Bell (39 points and 68 nett), Scott Francis (39 points), Paul 
Sandercock (67 nett), Glynn Renfrey (39 points), Nathan Watson (38 points), Guilio Sagrestano 
(67 nett), Mark Williams (44 points), George Melville (39 points), Ian Parham (+5), Peter Francis 
(46 points), Theo Van Balen (43 points) and  Ben Hopkins (39 points).  Playing to your handicap 
over the next couple of months will be a good achievement.  Remember, if you are in need of a 
tune up, please contact PGA Member Dylan Thomas in the Pro Shop.  Dylan is available for 
lessons here at The Vines on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays. 
 
The R&A and the USGA have unveiled the new Rules of Golf, to be implemented on 1st 
January 2019.  We will be providing members with information on rules changes in the coming 
months. 
 
From John Ford… 

                                A Little American Gasoline Humour… 

                                                    



RULE of the month…explanation                             

…from John Ward 
 
 

WHERE DO I DROP MY BALL? 
 

IT DOSEN’T MATTER WHERE THE BALL IS ON THE GOLF COURSE A PLAYER MAY DEEM HIS 
BALL UNPLAYABLE, (EXCEPT WHEN IT IS IN A WATER HAZARD). 
THE PLAYER IS THE SOLE JUDGE AS TO WHETHER HIS BALL IS UNPLAYABLE. 
IF THE PLAYER DEEMS HIS BALL TO BE UNPLAYABLE, HE MUST, UNDER PENALTY OF ONE 
STROKE: 
 

a. Proceed under the stroke and distance provision of Rule 27-1 by playing a ball as 

nearly as possible at the spot from which the original ball was last played (see Rule 25 

); or 

b. Drop a ball behind the point where the ball lay, keeping that point directly between 

the hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped, with no limit to how far behind 

that point the ball may be dropped; or 

c. Drop a ball within two club-lengths of the spot where the ball lay, but not nearer the 

hole. 

If the unplayable ball is in a bunker, the player must proceed under Clause a, b, or c. If he 
elects to proceed under clause b or c, a ball must be dropped in the bunker. 
 
When proceeding under this Rule, the player may lift and clean his ball or substitute a ball. 
PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE: 
Match play-Loss of hole; Stroke play-Two strokes. 
 
When invoking Clause c (above) the player must make sure he drops the ball within two club 
lengths of the spot where the ball lays, not within two club lengths of the tree, shrub or any 
other obstruction that caused the ball to be unplayable, if he can’t do this he must use one of 
the other two options available to him (i.e. a or b.) 
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Juniors…from Wayne Corbett 

Division 1 (Sharp Cup) is played “off the stick”. 
Division 2 is handicap match play. 
  
Our Division 2 Juniors commenced their 2018 Pennant competition in cold and overcast 
conditions against Tea Tree Gully at West Lakes on Sunday 20th May. 
Our team, in starting order, was Ollie Nobbs, Zoe Manton, Oscar McDonnell, Lachlan 
Sharp (Captain) and Louis Pretty.  
After the completion of the first 9 holes of play, Ollie was 3 down. Zoe, despite nursing a heavy 
cold and having a tough match with her opponent, was 1 down with Oscar 2 up, Lachlan 4 up 
and Louis 3 up. 
Both Ollie and Zoe battled on gamely only to lose 2/1 respectively. Lachlan continued his good 
form to post a competent 3/2 win. Oscar and Louis were both having very close matches with 
their respective opponents despite having comfortable leads earlier. Their opponents had begun 
to produce some very good golf to reduce the margins. Fortunately, both prevailed and posted 
exciting 1 up wins with Louis winning his match on his final hole. 

 
This gave the team a great start to the 2018 season with a nail-biting 3/2 win. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Despite the cool, cloudy conditions and intermittent showers on Sunday of 27th May our two 
talented Junior teams travelled to The Grange Golf Club to play their respective games in this 
year’s Sharp Cup competition. 
Our Sharp Cup team played the Combined Country team, starting from the 1st tee whilst 
our Division 2 team played the team from Glenelg and started from the 10th tee block. 
Unfortunately, because of other commitments by other squad members, both teams were 
one player short. 
 
Sharp Cup 
Members of our Sharp Cup team, in starting order, were Ryan Francis, Charlie Nobbs, Louis 
Pretty and Boston Price. 
Ryan struggled with his putter and eventually lost his match 7/6.   
Louis posted a very composed and well played 4/2 win and Boston finished square. Charlie was 
having an exciting match with his opponent which went to the 18th hole. He played this in a very 
composed and focussed manner and his approach shot to the green was a real gem. It left him 
with a one metre putt for birdie and a great 1 up win.  

 
The final result was a squared game with 2 ½ wins for each team which was a fantastic 
outcome given that the team played the game one player short. 

 
Division 2 
Players in this team, in starting order, were Ollie Nobbs, Zoe Manton, Oscar McDonnell 
and Lachlan Sharp. 

 
Ollie posted a well-earned and very well played 5/4 win. Zoe, who was suffering from severe 
burns to her knees and elbow from a heavy fall during her Friday evening hockey game soon 
posted a composed 2/1 win. Oscar who had been away on a school camp in the Flinders area 
continued his great form and came in with a solid 2 up win. Lachlan was having a real tussle 
with his opponent and, despite a few errant drives, was still in the match. 
Unfortunately he lost his entertaining match 1 down but this gave the team a solid 3/2 win to 
make it two wins in a row. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Both our Junior teams travelled to the Kooyonga golf course on Sunday 3rd June to 
play the teams representing Kooyonga. 
Conditions were perfect for golf, the course was in great condition but with the firm, fast greens 
and some very difficult pin positions, play was extremely tough requiring approaches to greens 
to be very precise. 
 
Sharp Cup 
Again, the Sharp Cup team was one player short because of other commitments. 
Players in our Sharp Cup team this week, in starting order, were Ryan Francis, Charlie Nobbs 
(Capt.), Louis Pretty and Boston Price. 
 
The prodigious length the bigger, older and stronger Kooyonga players were hitting was 
beginning to tell and on completion of the first 9 holes, Ryan was 5 down, Charlie 2 down, Louis 
4 down and Boston was square. 
Well into the back 9 holes, both Charlie and Louis were keeping pace with their opponents to 
each remain 2 shots down. Boston despite being 2 shots up after 13 holes was battling gamely 
and keeping his opponent honest with some very steady and sensible play. Louis was also 
playing some great golf and made a fantastic birdie on the 4th (his 13thhole of play) after a 
wonderful and measured approach into the green. 
Ryan eventually lost 7/6. Charlie then lost his entertaining match 4/3 whilst Louis and Boston 
both went to the final hole to eventually lose 2 down respectively. 

 
Given that our team started one player short, this meant that our team lost this very 
entertaining yet tight game 5/0. 

 
Division 2 
For this game, our Division 2 team was represented by Alex Manton, Lachlan Sharp (Capt.), 
Oscar McDonnell, Zoe Manton and Ollie Nobbs with the team under the astute guidance of 
their Manager, Mr Neil Sharp. 

 
The enthusiasm and exuberance of this group of talented youngsters is so impressive and 
absolutely amazing to witness. Nothing fazes them and nothing, to them, seems 
insurmountable. 

 
They arrived at Kooyonga with positive thoughts and whilst being fully supportive of their team 
mates, each teed off from the 1st tee with purpose and intent.  

 
After the first nine holes of play, the talent and skill of our smaller yet talented juniors was 
coming to the fore, with each player holding acceptable advantages. As play progressed further 
into the back nine holes, the skill levels of our Juniors was becoming much more evident.  

 
Oscar McDonnell continued his excellent form with another classic exhibition of his very 
impressive golf and clever shot making skills to register a comfortable 5/4 win. He was soon 
followed by the two highly skilled Manton’s. Both Alex and Zoe posted comfortable and 
comprehensive 5/3 wins only to be quickly followed by Ollie Nobbs, who also posted an 
excellent 4/3 win. Ollie has been most impressive this season and has easily held her own 
against much older, bigger and stronger opposition. 

 
This final outcome provided our Division 2 team with a very comfortable 4/1 win 
which leaves them unbeaten at this stage of the competition. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 



Both our Junior Pennant teams played on our home course on Sunday 17th June. The 
Sharp Cup team played the strong, long hitting team from Glenelg and our Division 2 team 
played The Grange. 
 
Despite the demanding conditions, heavy underfoot and a very cold breeze combined with 
annoying intermittent showers, the standard of golf played by players in each team was 
absolutely amazing and well worth putting up with the adverse conditions. 
 
Sharp Cup 
Play got away from the first tee on time and under the watchful eyes of the starter, our Club 
President, Rob Dowling. Members of our team were Ryan Francis, Charlie Nobbs (Capt.), 
Louis Pretty and Alex Manton. Unfortunately we again went into this game one player short. 

 
Individual matches were close throughout the front nine holes and our players were displaying 
fantastic shot making skills. This continued into the early holes of the back nine despite the 
opposition players hitting the ball extremely long. Ryan Francis was playing superb golf and, 
with a welcome return to the form we know he can play, posted a resounding 5/4 win. Alex 
Manton played valiantly against his bigger and stronger opponent to eventually lose his match 
on the 15th hole – 5/3. Our team Captain, Charlie Nobbs, was also playing great golf and kept 
his opponent honest to eventually lose on the 17th – 2/1. This left Louis Pretty in the final 
match. He was displaying fabulous short game skills and kept attacking the pin on each and 
every hole with precision. His very entertaining match finished on the 18th for him to win 1up.  
 
Despite the close, entertaining matches and the quality of golf played by each of our team 
members, the final outcome was a 2/3 loss. 
 
Division 2 
The Division 2 team also played some very entertaining golf and welcomed the return of Samuel 
Carpenter. Players in the team were Boston Price, Lachlan Sharp (Capt.), Oscar 
McDonnell, Samuel Carpenter and Ollie Nobbs. 
 
Boston led from the front and quickly established a commanding lead to then post a dominant 
5/4 win. Samuel Carpenter relished his return to the team with a resounding 6/5 win only to be 
followed by the ever reliable Oscar McDonnell. Oscar has been playing wonderful golf all season 
and continued his excellent form to post another dominating 4/3 win. Lachlan Sharp was also 
involved in an entertaining match and eventually rallied to register a battling 1 up win. Ollie 
Nobbs was also playing good steady golf under the watchful eyes of her caddy and mother (Jen) 
lost her match 2/1. 

 
This gave our Division 2 team a solid and well deserved 4/1 win which leaves them 
undefeated at this stage of the competition. 

 

 
 
  

Death Notice – Bill Greenwell 

The Committee are saddened to inform Members of the passing of Bill Greenwell.  

Bill was an active member of the Club since 1993. Our thoughts are with Bill’s family at this 

time. 
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