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From the Manager…please read this one
A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…Closing & Presentation Day, Xmas Party Day plus pics
FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…have a read
3rd Year Update on the Spiking and Dusting Program for Greens…detailed report
An introduction to Brayden Wauchope (Manager Golf Operations)
RULE of the month…Random Rules
From the Captain…McMillian Shield plus Charlie & Louis star

A note from the President…David Schomburgk

It is good to be back in Australia after my recent visit to Egypt and Jordan where despite my best
efforts I was unable to find any golf courses at all in Jordan and only saw one in Egypt where it
was attached to a resort complex. To come back and see our course looking a treat with so much
green grass was a sight for sore eyes after so much desert and sand.
I would like to thank all of those members who attended the recent AGM and from what I
understand it was one of the largest turnouts in recent times and I can only see that as a positive
for our club.
Congratulations to all of the newly elected members of the Committee of Management and I look
forward to working with them in the coming year together with those members who are
continuing on from last year. It would be remiss of me not to also thank those members of the
Committee who are not continuing on this year and I sincerely thank them for their effort and
support throughout what was undoubtedly a very difficult and at times testing year for us all.
At the meeting we also had the pleasure of approving 3 new life members and
congratulations to John Ward, Pam Baverstock and Geoff Downey on this achievement
which recognises the significant contribution they have all made to our club albeit in different
ways. The speeches made by those proposing and seconding their nominations not to mention
the acceptances were enlightening, amusing and most of all they provided a reflection of the
incredible love and dedication these people have for our club and we are certainly lucky to have
them as members.

Main Club Sponsor…

A note from the President…(continued)
Another key and pleasing outcomes from the AGM was the change to the Constitution that will
allow the Committee of Management to create whatever category of membership they consider is
needed for the benefit of the club. Now that this impediment has been formally removed it is
absolutely imperative that we take action and implement the plans and ideas for new members
that have been discussed over the last 12 months or so.
If you know someone who is thinking about joining a golf club but is not sure what form of
membership would best suit their needs and finances then please get them to have a word with
either Peter, Julie or Brayden.
As I mentioned at the AGM improving the financial position of the club will remain a focus in
the coming year and we have got off to a good start with membership income being well up on
budget at this early stage of the year and sponsorship income also being in front of budget but we
cannot afford to get complacent. One of the areas we need to address is the returns from

our bar and catering areas and I encourage all members to utilise the club’s facilities
whenever possible. Your support is vital.

I had the pleasure of attending the luncheon recently provided as a “thank you” for the many
volunteers who have supported the club over the past 12 months and it was a privilege to
mix with the 40-50 members who attended. Volunteers are a vital part of any golf club and I urge
anyone with some spare time to strongly consider offering your assistance to the club. If you are
interested the please contact our Manager, Peter Kennedy in the office.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to wish all members and their families a
Very Merry Xmas and a safe, healthy and prosperous 2020.
Good Golfing to all.

Congratulations to three new Honorary Life Members

L to R: Geoff Downey, Pam Baverstock, John Ward…with President David Schomburgk

Following the Declaration of Office Bearers by the Returning Officer (Rob Fick) at the Annual
General Meeting on Monday 25th November 2019…
Committee of Management:
President…………………………………………..David Schomburgk
Captain……………………………………………..Michael Gibbie
Vice President - Finance……………………..Greg Kemp
Vice President - Women’s Committee…..Lyn Cummings
Vice President - Course……………………….Peter Shaw
Vice President - Hospitality………………….Richard Frost
Vice President - Commercial Activities…..Garry Merrick
Vice President - Membership……………….Barrie Whennan
Independent Committee Member…………Linda Pearce
Independent Committee Member…………Greg Gill
Independent Committee Member…………George Cleland
Congratulations to all elected committee members.
Some sub-committee positions remain unfilled

Why not “Give it a Go”
Have a talk to Manager, Peter

From the Manager……………………..Peter Kennedy

As we approach the end of the year (and decade) it is timely to reflect on the past and look
forward to the future.
The Vines has not had an easy run through the last year or so, but rather than dwell on those
events and issues, I hope that, like me, you are all looking to the future, and where this club can
be in the years to come.
The club currently has a reputation throughout SA golfing circles, as a quality course and a
friendly club, which was foremost in my consideration when I took on the role as Manager, and it
is my intention to grow this reputation.
Growth does not come without effort, and some inconvenience, but I urge the members of the
club to join this progress, helping out with even the smallest things, when you have
time. If you see some rubbish, pick it up and put it in the bin, if you see a golfer, say hello and ask
them how they are going, if someone is having a bad day and letting it get to them, point out they
are better off here than being at work or mowing the lawn. All these little things add to the
betterment of your club, by making the atmosphere that much better for everyone somehow, and
don't take much to do.
There are almost an unlimited number of these things to do, and I am sure our members can
work them out, but please, take the effort to make this club better at that moment, and all the
moments will add up. The Vines can be one of the great golf courses of South Australia to be a
member of, or play at, and you as a member, can play your part.

On a personal note I would like to thank all of the staff and members of the club for
making my early days here enjoyable, and I wish everyone a safe and happy time over the
festive period.

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from VP-Women’s Committee…Lyn Cummings
These past few weeks have been an extremely busy time for the ladies.

Our Closing and Presentation Day held on 19th November was well attended with many of our
ladies taking home a trophy.
Particular mention and congratulations
has to go to Mary O’Hagan who had a
stand out year with many honours.
Most notable were A Grade Champion,
Gretta Haylock Trophy and Haselgrove
Trophy.

We joke that a trailer is sometimes
required by our winners and on this
occasion it was needed by Mary!
Our guest speaker for the day was Brayden Wauchope – Golf Operations Manager who gave an
insight into what his job entails and future plans plus he took quite a few questions from the floor,
although not all about golf.
Thanks must go to Glee Walton for purchasing the trophies and to the committee for their hard
work throughout the year.
The November AGM saw a few changes to our Committee. With Angela Beaty having completed
her 2 year term as Captain Kathryn Hender steps up to Captain with Heather Chapman as ViceCaptain. Lyn Cummings takes over the role of VP Women’s Golf. We also welcome Leonie Lindsay
onto the Committee. Sue Walsh and Denise Walters stepped down and we thank them for their
time as a committee member.
The Xmas Party Day was held Tuesday 3rd December with the theme being ‘Stage Shows and
Musicals’. As you can see by the photos a lot of work goes into dressing up for the day. The morning
started off with a bacon and egg muffin kindly cooked by Peter Shaw and Jason Reynolds, fruit
platters by our lady committee members and punch organised by Viv. The greens staff joined us for
breakfast and our thanks to them all for keeping our course in tip top condition. This was followed
by 9 holes of golf with the game being a reverse Ambrose with quite a few ladies who don’t usually
play Tuesday joining in. Then we were joined by past and retiring members for lunch who were
lucky enough to see the skits put on by some of our lady members. In particular we were very lucky
to have ‘Rod Stewart’ and ‘Dolly Parton’ (nee Leonie Lindsay and Les Shaw) visiting Adelaide at this
time. Great job girls.
Thanks to Alan Pearce for organising Father Christmas to attend and to hand out chocolates.
A few of our ladies who had done something special or odd during the year also received a gift from
Santa.
Our charity for the day was ‘Anglicare’ with food donations (many, many boxes) and $$ going to
help those who are in need of food at the time of year. Thankyou Alison Emmett for organising.

From all the Lady Members and Committee, we wish you all a very Merry Xmas and
Happy New Year plus good golfing in 2020.
The first Women’s Summer competition in the New Year is Tuesday 7th January.

Xmas Party Day…………………………………”meow”

“it was tough back in the 60’s”

Pam Baverstock…
”get out of that”
‘Do you think I’m barking up
the wrong tree‘ said Pam.
Patrick said, ‘by gum I think
your rooted Pam.‘

FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course)
Following the Club’s recent AGM the make-up of your Course Sub-Committee is as follows:
Peter Shaw – VP Course
Rob Millington - Course Superintendent
Peter Kennedy – Club Manager
Rod Bell – Committee Member
Jeff May - Committee Member
John Ward - Seconded
Greg Gill – Seconded
My thanks to Brian Quist who is leaving the Course Sub-Committee after many years of service to
the Club.
Application of granular fertilising has been made to greens, tees and fairways over the last
month. This fertiliser includes elements that are depleted over the winter period through leaching
of the soil and are not generally included in the sprayed fertiliser used more often. They also
include slow release forms of the major elements that provide a longer term base of nutrient.
The Greens are a little slow at the moment. It can be a difficult time to maintain good speed
with putting because of the increased growth rate, due to the application of the granular fertiliser.
This will only be temporary and normal speed of puts should return soon. The greens and
immediate surrounds have also been sprayed with preventative insect treatment to reduce the
incidence of African Black Beetle and Argentine Stem Weevil.
There has been an increase of fibrous tree roots encroaching on some of the greens
and this corresponds with those greens having more dry spots showing up on a regular basis. To
remedy this we have commenced running the tractor-mounted tree root pruning machine in some
areas around the course. This machine runs two blades about 300mm apart and leaves two slits
200mm deep. It can cleanly cut through tree roots up to 125mm in diameter and will not cause
damage to the trees.
You may have noticed pink dots on a number of trees around the course. The Course SubCommittee undertook a survey of protruding tree roots between the tree line and the edge of the
fairway. This was done to determine the extent of the problem and also assist with the location of
the offending roots. What we found was that the problem is quite large and repair work will take
be spread over many months. Ground staff will repair the situation by covering with soil, using the
root pruner or use of the back hoe where necessary.
Ball Washers. At the suggestion of a Club member various ball washers have been shifted to be
better strategically placed around the course. There are 7 ball washers on the course.
Replacements are about $500 each.
Corellas have already started digging into greens in some places. This is much earlier than in
previous years and we will be using the gas gun to deter them at times. Please feel free to disturb
the Corellas whenever you can.
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.

From Rob Millington…Course Superintendent
3rd Year Update on the Spiking and Dusting Program for Greens.
This program was implemented following a two year trial from October 2016 to October 2018. The
trial results showed a significant improvement in surface firmness, trueness and improved
drainage.
One year on:
1. We have seen a continued improvement in the green surfaces, particularly with consistency
across all greens. The greens have remained consistently faster for the whole year than before
the program started. The dilution of the thatch layer at the surface can be readily seen in
comparison photographs of the green profiles.
2. Drainage of the green profiles has greatly improved since the introduction of regular use of the
Air2G2. Minimal black layer can be found in any of the greens. Black layer is caused by the
anaerobic bacteria that thrive in water logged conditions in soil and is toxic to turf.
Reconstruction of some of our green surfaces was a definite possibility prior to purchasing the
Air2G2 due to the lack of effective drainage. With reconstruction costs of approximately $50K
per green the machine has certainly paid for itself. The need to reconstruct old greens has
been reduced to either aesthetics or reasons relating to play.
3. The 3.5 year comparison pictures of the 3rd and 16th greens show a dramatic improvement in
the profiles. The dense thatch near the surface has been diluted with regular dusting and the
layering of organic matter caused by the normal twice yearly coring /topdressing has been
broken up by the enhanced microbial activity enabled by the regular spiking (constant
aeration). While not apparent in the photos the turf roots are much healthier and white in
colour showing they like their environment.
3rd Green

July 2016

Dec 2019

16th Green
July 2016

Dec 2019

Conclusion:
There are many other maintenance stresses that can impact on our greens such as weeds, fungal
pathogens, tree root encroachment, shade, irrigation factors, insects etc. The fact that we have
improved the drainage and reduced the thatch build-up helps to deal with these other issues. Poor
drainage and thatch tend to compound the stress on the turf plants caused by other factors.

SENIOR PENNANT UPDATE…
The Senior Pennant has concluded for 2019 and The
Vines Golf Club bowed out of the race in the Semi Finals.
This was disappointing for the guys (not for us we are
very proud) however it was at the hands of the
competition heavyweights – Tea Tree Gully – and in a
close match.
TTG has won many finals through the last decade and
their highest handicap at about 4 it is impressive for the
55+ year olds.
TTG went onto win the Championship so our guys can
hold their heads high…

An introduction to Brayden Wauchope (Manager Golf Operations)

When talking to a few members recently about the Pro shop and staff working in there it dawned
on me that many members do not know that much about our Manager of Golf Operations,
Brayden Wauchope.
On reflection I suppose that is not all that surprising as not everyone has had the same
opportunity to speak with him in depth as I did during the recruiting and selection process for his
current position.
Brayden is an outstanding young man who already has formal qualifications including a Diploma in
Golf Management, Advanced Diploma in Leadership and Management and a Diploma in Sports
Coaching and Management. Not content with that lot he is seeking further qualifications with an
end desire to achieve a Masters in Bachelor of Management to which he has prior learning for his
time at UniSA studying a Bachelor of Computer Systems Engineering. Beside these long term goals
he continues to advance his Industry knowledge through the PGA training modules. Add that to
the fact that he was PGA Trainee of the year in 2006 and 2007 and PGA Trainee Captain in 2007 &
2008 and you can see why he is so highly regarded within the golf industry.
What most people will not know is that he did not have his first round of golf until he was 17,
started golf in mid-2000 on a handicap of 31 and by 2002 was playing off 9. By 2006 he was
turning professional off +1(Don’t you just envy these naturally talented people!)
By 2006 young Brayden realised that he no longer wanted to be an engineer even though he was
in his 4th year of study (with apologies to all computer engineers out there - who would?) and that
the golf industry was where his future lay. It was then that he entered the PGA Traineeship under
Cameron Howell at Royal Adelaide Golf Club.
After some mild success he came to the self-realisation that the life of a touring pro was not for
him and that he would head down the path of becoming the absolute best teaching professional/
shop manager/ head professional that he could be. I can only assume that the fame and fortune
that goes with being a pro golfer combined with the burden of a legion of adoring fans was a bit
much for such a shy young man.
In 2009 he took on the position of shop manager / teaching professional at Royal Adelaide where
he learnt much of what would later see him become successful in gaining the Head Professional
role at Gawler (now Sandy Creek) Golf Club. While at Sandy Creek Brayden undertook a number
of roles including that of Course Superintendent, Head professional, Club Manager, Teaching
Professional and business owner.

Undoubtedly the experience he has already obtained in the golf industry together with his passion
for teaching (golf and staff), equipment, technology and course architecture and maintenance will
be a huge asset for our club moving forward.

On a personal level Brayden is married to Nicole and has 3 young children Sylas (8), Mason (5)
and Jett (3). While he currently lives on the other side of town he is contemplating moving nearer
to the course sometime after completion of his employment probationary period with us. The
upside of his current residential status is that it provides him around an hour each morning and
afternoon to think about what needs to be done and how he is going to go about implementing
his plans.
I think that you will all find Brayden to be a friendly and very approachable person so next time
you are in the pro Shop and he is there please say hello, introduce yourself and welcome him into
The Vines ‘family’. Finally don’t be afraid to ask him anything at all (golf related) and I am sure he
will be able to help.
Brayden’s role will be to implement best practice systems and processes throughout the golf
operations of our Golf Club. Implementing change where beneficial, enhancing staffing and
business performance and analysing all aspects of the golf business so that all members will have
the best valued merchandise - correctly assigned to them through expert knowledge for their
game which will result in a thriving shop and competition management and a happy environment
for all members to be involved with.
We see this as pivotal in making the club thrive into the future and we are grateful we have found
a candidate with the experience and the passion for the challenge and to make it a success.

Welcome Brayden.

THE VINES GOLF SHOP…special

RULE of the month…explanation
…from John Ward

RANDOM RULES
QUESTIONS

No.1
Q. What does it mean by taking my stance?
A. DEFINITION:
Stance
The position of a player’s feet and body in preparing for and making a stroke.
Actions that are allowed.
You can firmly place your feet in taking a stance, including a reasonable amount of digging in with
your feet in sand or loose soil.
No. 2
Q. Can a hose be moved in a Penalty Area?
A. YES
DEFINITION: A Movable Obstruction is:An obstruction that can be moved with reasonable effort and without damaging the obstruction or
the course.
Actions that are allowed…
As all penalty areas are one of the five defined areas that make up the course, you may move a
movable obstruction (hose) in a penalty area and play your next shot. (It is recommended that
before you move a movable obstruction, such as a hose, you mark the position of your ball in case
the ball moves when you move the obstruction.)
Refer to Rule 15.2a Relief from Movable Obstruction
Removal of Movable Obstruction. You may move a movable obstruction without penalty anywhere
on or off the course and you may do so in any way.
No.3
Q. Can I change my ball between two holes.(e.g. use a “chicken ball”)
A. YES
Rule4.2c (2) states:When Another Ball May Be Substituted. The player may only substitute another ball if it can
be clearly seen that the original ball is cut or cracked and this damage happened during the hole
being played – but not if it is only scratched or scraped or its paint is only damaged or
discoloured.
*If the original ball is cut or scratched or cracked, the player must replace either another
ball or the original ball on the original spot (see Rule 14.2)
*If the original ball is not cut or cracked, the player must replace it on its original spot (see
Rule 14.2)
However, nothing in this Rule prohibits a player from substituting another ball under any other
Rule
OR CHANGING BALLS BETWEEN TWO HOLES.

From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie

As the pace on our brilliant greens slows down the scoring has suddenly become hot with some
excellent scores returned recently. Holes in one have also been recorded by Damien O’Hagan
(his first) and evergreen players Robin Johnstone holing out on the 14th (his fourth) and Rod Bell
(his fifth)! Well done gentlemen.
With the McMillian Shield beginning soon Dylan has been working his magic with our young
stars who will be representing our club in this competition. Please make our newbies feel
welcome.
Planning has also begun for our pennants next year with many squad members already
practicing on Tuesday nights. Invitations will soon go out to all prospective players.
The club is looking for dedicated sponsors for both our senior and junior pennant teams. If you
are interested, know someone who might be, or you have any ideas please let either myself or
Peter Kennedy know.
A couple of our juniors have recently performed very well on the national stage. Charlie Nobbs
was part of the South Australian team which won the Jack Newton Australian under 15
championships played at The Coast Golf Club in Sydney. Charlie also did brilliantly in the
individual event to finish in fourth place with scores of 72 and 76.
Louis Pretty played at the Australian Golf Club on Saturday evening (after the big boys) in
the Play9 event at the Australian Open. He had won his way there by finishing second in the state
final a few weeks back. On the line was an all expense paid trip to next year’s Open
Championship at Royal St George’s. A super effort unfortunately saw him finish second by 2
stableford points! Well done to both of them.
The new rule allowing the flag to be left in whilst putting was essentially brought in to SPEED
up play. Some players have got used to putting with it in all the time. Unfortunately this has led
to play being slowed down on occasion when players get the flag put back in even when they
have only a very short putt. May I respectfully suggest, for the SPEED of play, that if you like the
flag in, then putt out if at all possible. If that is not possible then perhaps for those short putts
the flag does NOT really need to be put back in.
On a sombre note the match committee has received a number of reports of players being less
than accurate with the recording of their scores. Please ensure you are not the one doing this.
We have noted the names and will be watching! Action will be taken in future if necessary. Also
please remember you are marking your opponent’s card and it is your duty to ensure the correct
score is recorded.
Upcoming events: 9th February 2020 The John Crosby Vines Amateur.

All the best for Christmas season.

from Bernie L…

Bernie ……………….

Jan Shaw spotted this family group of Tawny Frogmouths on the 14th in November

Editor’s Thank You…
Thank You to Julie Edge for her editorial
guidance and assistance in the preparation of
“On The Grapevine”. Thank You also to our
“reporters” for their contributions.
“On The Grapevine” wishes all members,
staff and sponsors and their families the
compliments of the season.

Club Sponsors…………….
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Services

Hub Shopping Centre

Southern Vales

Strazdins Painting & Decorating

