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A note from the President…David Schomburgk
As Xmas is rapidly approaching and another year draws to a close it is worth taking a while to
reflect on what has been a dramatic year with significant suffering for many people and
businesses in the community while at the same time we have witnessed an undoubted resurgence
in interest in the game of golf. Thanks to the incredible amount of hard work put in by our
Committee of Management and staff our Club has been able to have one of its most successful
years on record. The various committees and particularly our finance committee spent countless
hours developing, revising and re- revising strategies and plans to deal with the impacts of Covid
while the staff were only too willing to implement those plans even though at times it felt like
things were changing on an almost daily basis.
Some
•
•
•
•
•
•

of the following numbers give a good indication of what we have achieved:
Membership numbers up by 9.4%
Total Rounds played at the Vines up by 16%
Sponsorship up by 330%
Course condition improved again ($ spent on machinery and water etc and all fully funded)
Practice Range improved significantly (and fully funded)
Club financial position dramatically improved and now effectively debt free

All of these key indicators demonstrate that the club has come through this period in good shape
and that we are now well positioned for the future. In the coming year we are planning to
undertake further improvements to the course and address a number of the key issues that were
identified in the member survey that was conducted earlier in the year.

Main Club Sponsor…

A note from the President…(continued)
The other significant milestone we achieved this year was the adoption of a new club constitution
after several years of work. This was adopted by unanimous vote at the recent AGM and I believe
will serve the club well now and well into the future. One of the key changes is that all playing
members of the Club will now have the right to vote at any General Meeting. Apart from making
the decision making of the club a more democratic process it will also afford all playing members
the ability to stand for Board or sub- committee positions and have a more direct say in the
running of our Club.
On a personal note I would like to thank all members for their continued support throughout the
year. Even though we have received the occasional complaint from members it is important that
all issues of concern are raised with the committee so that we can address them where possible.
The attitude of the Committee of Management is that “a Complaint is a Gift” in that it allows us to
continually improve on what we are doing and to progress our Club.
As well as being a good year for our Golf Club it would be remiss of me not to mention the good
year also experienced by the Port Adelaide Football Club in its 150th year – let’s hope our club can
continue to be as successful when we get to our 150th anniversary.
Finally I would like to wish all members and their families, all staff and their families and all
members of the Committee of Management and their families a very Merry Xmas a safe, healthy
and prosperous new year in 2021.
Good Golfing to all and hope to see you out on the course soon.

Board 2020/2021 (previously Committee of Management)
Following the Declaration of Office Bearers by the Returning Officer (Rob Fick) at the Annual
General Meeting on Monday 7th December 2020…
President…………………………………………..David Schomburgk
Captain……………………………………………..Michael Gibbie
Chair - Finance…………………………………..Greg Kemp
Chair - Women’s Golf………………………….Lyn Cummings
Chair - Course……………………………………Peter Shaw
Chair - Hospitality………………………………Richard Frost
Chair - Commercial Activities………………Garry Merrick
Chair - Membership……………………………Barrie Whennan
Independent Board Member……………….David Adlem
Independent Board Member……………….Bob Neville
Independent Board Member……………….George Cleland
Congratulations to all elected Board members.

From the Manager’s Desk………………Peter Kennedy
It seems so long ago that I started a message to members this way in December 2019:

What a year it has been for everyone. In my working life of over 40 years I have never seen
anything like this.
Closed facilities, lockdowns, restrictions on standing up and sitting down, long hours and short
hours, QR codes and sign in, you name it, it happened. Directions to close down, directions to
cease trading, conflicting interpretations of regulations, changing hour by hour at one stage.
After all this we are still here, and financially in a reasonably sound position compared to this time
last year. Membership is up, meal numbers in the bistro are up, playing numbers are up, and the
club’s reputation is growing stronger in the State and beyond.
It has not been all beer and skittles though, there have been many issues to deal with and I would
like to personally thank all the members who went through all of this and remained loyal to your
club. There have also been many, many issues behind the scenes, especially due to Covid, and I
hope that these have not been too noticeable for members.
I would like to reiterate my message from last year, that this is a club to be a member of, not just a
user of the facilities. It is a club to make you happy to enjoy your golf, not just an excuse to
complain because something isn’t right for you at that moment.
Some people remind me of the PG Wodehouse golf short story, The Clicking of Cuthbert, where
Cuthbert was often roused to temper by “the uproar of butterflies in the adjoining meadow.” This is
a place to enjoy yourself playing golf and the company of those in our club community, and that
has to start with each individual person.
The Vines is now a big club with responsibilities to all members at all times, which is quite
something to achieve during this difficult time.
I ask or even challenge everyone to make this club a better place, even in a small way. Welcome a
new face, pick up some rubbish and put it in the bin, return your buckets to the rack, fill in your
divot or pitch mark and one other, call people through if you are held up, all of these things and
more make it better for yourselves and everyone else.
I would like to thank the team at The Vines, Rob and his course crew, Viv and the bar staff,
Brayden and boys in the shop, Clayton and his good people in the kitchen, the office girls Julie and
Kath for keeping things working, the long, long list of volunteers, “the Prez” David and the
Committee of Management, and all the members who have contributed in some way whether they
were easily noticed or not.

Thank you all, and I hope everyone has a great Christmas and
healthy, happy New Year and we will see you back here in 2021.

What is a QR code and how does it work?
A QR code is a machine-readable barcode matrix that looks like the image below.
This is what a QR code looks like.(Wikipedia)
There are two ways to use the new QR code — the first is
to download the mySA GOV app, when you use it the first
time you will be prompted to enter your details.
From then on, you can open the app whenever you need to
check in at a venue by opening it, scanning the QR code and
following the prompts.
If you don't have the app, or it's not working on your type of
smartphone, point your smartphone camera at the code.
It will open a website link, where you will be prompted to
enter your name and phone number.
Once you've done that, you'll be texted a unique code which
can then be entered into the website, checking you in.

Members Trades
From time to time the club needs the services of various tradespeople, and
we always try to give preference to Sponsors and members, but sometimes
we are unaware of just who is skilled at doing what.
Many of our members have not provided occupation details when they
joined, or have changed roles since joining, so we would like to update our
records for the purposes of getting work done when it is needed.
If any members would like to go on a list of availability for work at the club,
if and when it was to come up, please email your details and skills/trade to
Manager Peter at manager@vinesgolfclub.com.au

COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Chair…Course)
Following the Club’s recent AGM the Course Sub Committee is made up of the following members,
Peter Shaw (Chair) Rob Millington (Course Superintendent) Rod Bell and Jeff May, both elected
members and John Ward who holds a seconded position.
Work on the tank at the 10th hole has begun with the removal of the fallen limb using a crane.
The Insurance Company appointed engineer has given 4 options regarding the tank including
total replacement, removing the lid and replacing with the addition of a walk platform. We have
asked Pump Technology Services to help with assessing these options. The pumps can continue to
be used with the tank in its current state.
We have a new staff member for the greenkeeping team. His name is Danny Buss and he has
been recently working at Sandy Creek Golf Club as Superintendent in a team of two. He started at
our club on Tuesday, 1st December. Danny is qualified as a greenkeeper and will be a welcome
addition to our staff.
Our new (second hand) fairway mower was delivered in November. The cut quality is very good
and the machine operates and runs very well. Effectively we have new generation mowing heads
on a second hand prime mover with new reels, bedknives, bearings and carrying knuckles on the
mowing heads. The prime mover had a new battery and all new steering joints fitted. The mower
being replaced was sold to a country golf club for $2500.
We have hired out the Air2G2 machine twice recently, once to Marion Bowling Club and once to
Kooyonga Golf Club. We did a contra deal with Kooyonga for 10 surplus ball washers to buy
new the ball washers cost $395 each. We will put them to good use as soon as we can.
We have started coring and scarifying tees with the grooming of greens to be next. The
tree root pruner will run through selected tees as well. They will also receive a top dressing
following renovation. Granular fertiliser was applied to the greens recently to increase the growth
rate to aid in the recovery process. This will help the weaker areas in the greens recover following
the tough treatment regarding Poa annua treatments in early Spring.
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.

Fill Any Divots You See

AGE DISCOUNTED MEMBERSHIP
Barrie Whennan…Chair of Membership Committee

Committee of Management has, after much consideration and discussion, introduced reduced
membership fees for younger age categories as part of the membership promotions. While all
Members acknowledge the need for the club to increase membership to ensure viability into the
future, these reduced fees naturally cause concern to members who have proudly supported the
club at full rate for many years.
Committee of Management reviewed many alternate offers from our peer group of clubs and
found, while our course offering was at the top end of expectations, our pricing was not meeting
the competition. This younger cohort of potential members live in a very price sensitive age, and
generally have mortgages and younger families to support. These conflicting demands on their
often limited income often mean they can at best play occasional games of social golf, with no
“bonding” to any particular club.
Discussions centred around the long term benefit to the club should we encourage these younger
players to base themselves at The Vines. As they age, and their spending potential increases, they
would feel the bond of some years at the club. The friendships and comfort from playing at one
primary golf club has the potential to lead them into a lifetime of membership at The Vines, from
which the club will benefit long into the future.
We should also be mindful that while a first year “Introductory” price has much to offer, the
individual will often then chase introductory offers from other clubs. Under those circumstances
any value from that one-off discount has been lost to the club. We have deliberately setup the
“Flexi” category to encourage people to trial our wonderful playing surface, but membership, and
ongoing membership, is the real way to retain players.
Committee believes that the slowly increasing membership pricing offered at this time has the best
chance of gaining, and retaining, this younger cohort, and maintaining them as members long into
the future. As their discretionary expenditure increases with age, so too do their fees, until they
too join those of us paying full membership.
COMPARATIVE CLUBS
The below table shows the percentage of a Category A Membership Fee paid at each age range
for six comparative clubs in Adelaide.

Blackwood
Flagstaff Hill
Grange
Mount Osmond
Royal Adelaide
Thaxted Park
The Vines

Student
49%

<40

<35

71%
90%

80%

<30

<26

<25

<22

62%

62%
62%
53%
48%
54%
54%

39%
62%
53%
29%
54%
54%

39%
62%
53%
29%
54%
36%

53%
48%
54%
72%

As can be seen, The Vines needs to be in this youth market to ensure the future for the club.
Committee has positioned prices to be competitive without undervaluing the quality of the course.
MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
It is pleasing to report that since we initiated the discounted age memberships, we have added 24
new Members in total in those Age Categories this year. That is just 3% of our total membership,
however the real result of the new members will be felt over the years, as they renew hopefully
commit to the club for many years to come.

DISCRIMINATION.
Little more needs to be added to the following confirming email from Dennis Kildare of Clubs SA,
confirming advice to the club that there is no way our Age Categories can be seen as legally
discriminatory to existing members.

Good morning Peter,
I have indeed had the opportunity to have a further look at Division 3 Section 85 G (2) of
the SA Equal Opportunity Act 1984 as quoted by one of the Club’s members, and in fact I
believe that it is very clear in that particular extract
and I quote “(2) Subsection (1)(a) does not apply to discrimination on the ground
of age if the association has, on a genuine and reasonable basis, established
different classes of membership for persons of different ages, or age groups.
We sometimes need to look as to the intention of the actual words as I have quoted above
and form a considered opinion as to the literal meaning and in this particular instance, I
would suggest these words fit perfectly as to the intentions of the Vines Golf Club in looking
to the future of its of capacity to provide ongoing availability of a Golf Club for the
enjoyment of golfers of and into the future.
One of the key planks of any well run sporting organisation is to provide for future
generations. I see no better way than to do what the majority of sporting clubs do and
encourage the younger generation an affordable entrée to one of the nation’s most loved
sports.
Clubs also offer different rates for all ages to fit in with people’s earning capabilities either
end of the age spectrum. Having said all of the above, the key words are that a wellmanaged and forward thinking Golf Club would act upon are “does not apply to
discrimination on the ground of age if the association has, on a genuine and
reasonable basis, established different classes of membership for persons of
different ages, or age groups”.
Regards,
Denis Kildare
Workplace Relations Manager
Clubs SA

The Board believes this information which was used as a basis for the earlier decisions by the
Committee, will be of benefit to all Club Members in understanding those decisions and the
benefits which have flowed to the club as a result. Clearly the “proof of the pudding” comes over
time, but Membership growth is currently one of our strong points as identified at the recent AGM.

Barrie Whennan…Chair of Membership
ooo000ooo

From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie

SA Junior Open
The first Golf Australia’s Junior events, over the school holidays, was held last week with round 1
at West Lakes and the 2nd round at The Vines. Charlie Nobbs held the lead after day 1 with a fine
score of 74 in windy conditions and was able to hold on at home with a 72 on the second day. Nic
Siegmund (scratch hcp) from Grange shot 68 on day two and was in front with 2 holes to play.
Two mature pars from Charlie, coming home, were enough to get the job done. Well done
Charlie.
Jordan Percy and Louis Pretty tied for fourth and Boston Price was 1 shot back in a tie for 7th.
Four out of the top seven for The Vines!
Junior Vardon Champion
On the same day Jordan Percy was awarded the South Australian Junior Vardon Trophy 2020 for
his outstanding golf earlier in the year. Great job Jordie. Keep it up next year because back to
back wins sounds pretty good.
Sponsors Day
• With an ever increasing amount of members wanting to play in these events it has been
decided, effective immediately, to make the whole day part of sponsors day. The shotgun
start from 12 noon will continue and from now on the morning field will be included in the
competition. The morning field will continue to be a 2 Tee start from 7 to 8 am.
• With morning players included in the Sponsors event the cost for all players on the day will
be $8.
• Prizes for this week’s event (16th December) will include our normal golf prizes and
Christmas Hams!
Wednesday’s 2 Tee start
• More and more members have wanted to play in our competition on Wednesdays. It was
becoming harder to get a tee time on this day than it was on Saturday! Especially in a
preferred time and with a preferred group.
• Therefore to service our members needs and allow in a growth of our mid week
membership this 2 tee start has been introduced.
• A 2 tee start gives us 60 more tee times than a 1 tee start during competition time, which
has 1 pm as the last tee off time.
• There has been some talk that this figure is incorrect. Let me assure you it IS correct. A 2
tee start gives the club 60 more tee times.
• This will allow our club to grow and flourish into the future.
• Yes, I know some members are annoyed that they are unable to play at the same time they
have for years but I would appeal to these people to take an altruistic view of this decision,
for the good of the club.
• The first two weeks has seen an immediate increase in competition numbers, above our
recent average, of 14 and then 18.
• And the bonus on that is the average round time was 22 minutes quicker.
• This week we have over 200 members booked into play! This time last year we were
averaging 150.
• The additional benefits to the club of increased bar sales, comp fees and pro shop sales are
significant and should not be underestimated.
• Early days but very promising.

Bunnings BBQ Pennant Fundraiser
• We have been lucky enough to secure Sunday 3rd January 2021 as our date.
• Funds raised will be used to fund all our Pennant Squads. Senior, Men’s, Ladies and
juniors.
• Emails will be going out soon, or contact the club or me directly if you can help out.
• Given the funds are for our Pennant teams all players should be prepared to and in fact
are, expected to help.
New Sponsor Signs
These signs are to be treated as immovable obstructions. Under no circumstances are they to be
moved. Relief is to be taken under rule 16.1a.
The Alex McKinnell Trophy
I am pleased to announce that Vin Pike, after an undefeated campaign, is our 2020 Senior
Pennant Player of the Year. With Covid disrupting our Pennant year we never did award the 2019
Trophy! So, with apologises, well done to last year’s winner Laurie McLaughlin. Both gentlemen
will be receiving a little something extra in their Xmas stockings.
Monthly Medal Winners
Congratulations to Alex Ling on winning the December Medal with a fine score of 66. Nev Taylor
was the runner up with 68. The Mid Week Medal was won by Kevin Tompkins with 66 on a count
back from Doug Bradford and the evergreen Wayne Corbett.
The Saturday Medal round was also the first round in the revived Life Members Summer Cup. This
is a 4 round Nett event in our December to March Medal rounds. Please see the website for the
current leaderboard.
Alex’s win makes him the last competitor into the Medal winner’s tournament. This will be held
during our February Medal day and will be known as The Gold Medal.
Problems or suggestions
We are always open to any suggestions members may have. If you don’t tell us we can’t help!
So please let us know, preferably in writing, to the Manager or me direct.

All the best and have a great and safe Christmas.

NEW APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
If you see or meet any of our new members then please
introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.
Dean Dyer
Roy Jolly
Craig Jessup
Anthony Garton
Terry Jones

Deborah Drewer
Ty Simmonds
Gordon Benn
Mackenzie Warman
Rick Dyer
Scott Nikou

Len Shelley
Troy Dalwood
Jimmy Cumiskey
Robert Ashley
Liam Mason
John Hugo

Liz Hugo
Campbell Irvine
John Hopkins
Matthew Paull
Jessica Hardy
Kevin Carter

WORD FROM THE GIRLS …from Lyn Cummings (Chair…Women’s Golf)
The Ladies Closing and Presentation Day was held on November 17th.
There were many surprise winners, no more than Marienne Hall winning the prestigious ‘Haselgrove
Trophy’. There are many elements involved in winning this trophy, as it’s not only about playing and
winning at golf. Criteria includes Ability, Diligence, Attitude, Performance and Club Commitment of
which Marienne fulfilled.
The ‘Encouragement Award’ was won by Enza Francavilla who had a very good year, reducing her
handicap and representing our club in intra club matchplay matches.
Thank you to everyone involved in organising the day, with special mention to Glee Walton for
purchasing the trophies.
No major changes were made to the committee. Jenny Hirst officially takes over the vacated Vice
Captain role and Marina Langer steps into the Treasurer role and Lyn Cummings continues for
another 2 years as Chair- Women’s Golf.
Our thanks to Debbie Gill for her year on committee and to Judith Hill for her 3 years as Treasurer,
but she will remain on the committee.
On Tuesday 1st December we held our Xmas Party. The theme this year was V G C L (Vines Golf
Club Ladies – dress up from 1st letter). The dreaded ‘Corona Virus’ even showed up but was quite
harmless.
The day started with a little light rain but didn’t dampen the ladies spirits. Breakfast was kindly
cooked by Steve Beaty and Jason Reynolds. Santa arrived with his ‘elf’ Amanda during the golf round
and followed the ladies playing golf and if they sang a Xmas Carol they were rewarded with a glass
of ‘champers’ and a chocolate. Thankyou Santa.
There were several acts this year with Leonie Lindsay providing many laughs by the ladies, maybe
not so many by the men in the room. Anne Binnie and Les Shaw also provided entertainment and
finally the ladies committee act showed unsynchronised swimming at its best/worst.
Our charity for this year was ‘Anglicare’ with food
donations and $$’s going to help those in need at this
time of year.
Thankyou Alison Emmett for organising.
We raised $330 by donation on our Christmas Party
Day which goes to Anglicare’s Christmas Hamper
Drive 2020, along with all the donated goods which
are shown in the attached photo.
Thanks everyone for your generosity!

My thanks go to our MC’s for the day Chris Schubert and Margaret Carruthers.
Many thanks to Clayton and kitchen staff for a wonderful lunch, and Viv and her bar staff for keeping
us in refreshments.
The first day back for Women’s Golf in the New Year is Tuesday 5th January.

From all the lady members and committee, we wish you all a safe Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

RULE of the month…explanation
…from John Ward

Under the Bridge
Whilst playing his second shot to the 18th hole Lew’s ball ran off the fairway and down the dip
and finished under the exit bridge to the carpark.
“What do I do now?” he asked his playing mate Dowski.
“This is a situation that only YOU would find yourself in, however, there is an answer to your
question.”
“In accordance with Rule 16.1 you may take relief from the abnormal course condition (under
the bridge) by finding the nearest point of complete relief and take into account the vertical
and horizontal distance you are from the hole to determine where you drop your ball. There
are two options for you to consider, either in the dip, or on the path on the top of the bridge
(no closer to the hole).”
Lew decided to drop his ball on the bridge as he had a clear shot to the green from that
position.
Lew was more than happy with Dowski’s interpretation and knocked his ball onto the green
and two putted for an acceptable five.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

The numbers are thinning at the moment and some fresh blood would be great.
Please contact the office if you have some spare time to offer and the type of things
you are happy to help with.

SPONSORS DAY - Harcourts Tagni and Happy Days Houseboat
Wednesday 18th November, 2020

CHRISTMAS RAFFLES…FRIDAY NIGHT CASH JACKPOT
Hello Everybody,
Well I thought that we were going to give away $500 just in time for Xmas,
but a very lucky Mr. Paul Whip beat us to it, by winning the jackpot last
Friday night (11th December).
Not to worry, we still have $350 left in our second draw.
We are going to keep drawing names out this Friday 18th until we have a
winner, so if you want a chance to win $350, you must be at the Club on
the 18th at 6:30pm.
On Sunday 20th, after the Ambrose event, there will be nibbles served, and we will draw the Xmas
raffles.
Murray River Houseboat donated by Mr Peter
Ferguson
The prize being a weeks hire of a 10 birth Murray
River House Boat out of Renmark.
also 2 Xmas hampers
(put together by our own Viv Dahl…thankyou Viv)

Good Golf, Good luck & have a very Merry Christmas & a safe and happy
New Year to everyone.
Richard Frost (Chair…Hospitality)

From Bernie………………………………………………

Thank You Bernie …

Editor’s Thank You…
Thank You to Julie Edge for her editorial
guidance and assistance in the preparation of
“On The Grapevine”. Thank You also to our
“reporters” for their contributions.
“On The Grapevine” wishes all members,
staff and sponsors and their families the
compliments of the season.

Club Sponsors……………

Club Sponsors……………
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Services

Hub Shopping Centre

Southern Vales

Strazdins Painting
& Decorating

