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A note from the President…David Schomburgk

‘Good News’ article
Well Xmas is now over for another year and so are school holidays and the Ladies Australian Open
Golf, the bushfires are under control, the rains have arrived, cricket and tennis are finished, and
the Power have just played their first internal trial. What a start to the year that is!
Given that all of these things have been going on around us I am sure that you would also like to
know a bit of what has been going on around the club and some of the things we have planned
for the rest of the year.

MEMBERSHIP UP – I am pleased to report that as of 1st January (the date we register all

members with Golf Australia) we are just over 6% up on numbers over last year. That is a great
effort especially when you consider that most golf clubs are struggling to maintain numbers. This
increase is reflected in the numbers who are out on the course and we are now averaging in
excess of 200 players on Saturdays and 170 -180 players on Wednesdays. It is also great to see
so many new faces out on the course and around the clubhouse. If you see a new member,
please introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.

NEW MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES - Following the changes to the constitution approved at the

AGM several new membership categories have been created and we have just begun marketing
them and hope to see further increases in membership over the coming months. Social
membership is just one of these so if you know anyone who is interested in this form of
membership for the princely sum of $10 then I encourage you to sign them up and become a part
of the ”Best Course and Club” in the south.

SPONSORSHIP UP – A strong emphasis has been placed on this area that has been largely

neglected over recent years. This effort has seen income grow by more than $50,000 compared
to last year. We are not content with this and additional sponsorship plans are being rolled out by
this committee – if you are interested in having your company name displayed on one of the golf
carts please contact Peter Kennedy to discuss options.

Main Club Sponsor…

A note from the President…(continued)
BUDGET IMPROVEMENT - This year’s budget was designed to continue moving the club away

from the need to rely on the overdraft, and to start setting aside funds for programmed
equipment replacement and meeting all liabilities. It was designed to be a challenging budget and
we are rising to that challenge. Reporting to the end of January shows we are well in front of the
budget overall, with several critical departments performing extremely well.

WATER THROUGH SUMMER – as we all know water is the lifeblood of all golf courses and we

are extremely fortunate that some years ago the Committee was able to secure a source of water
(via the Ernest Crescent project) that really secured our future. With the recent rain events we
are now in a position that we will be able to continue watering right through until the expected
autumn / winter rains even if there is no more rain in the meantime. And doesn’t the course look
an absolute picture!

SECURE WATER SUPPLY - Not only do we have a great source of water at present in Ernest

Crescent but the lease from SA Water runs for a further 10 years and we are starting negotiations
to extend that even further. I have no doubt that we are the envy of any number of other clubs
who are not in such a fortunate position.

GREEN FEES UP – the strong growth of Green Fees from last year has continued with an 8%

growth on the same period last year. Brayden and his crew are setting the Pro Shop on a more
professional footing which will continue to benefit the club. You will probably also have noted the
number of club fitting days that are happening now – a sign that the golf industry is now
recognising the important place our club occupies in this state so well done to all the staff in the
pro shop.

ELECTRIC GOLF CARTS – one of the issues that has been raised with the Committee is the

number of petrol operated carts we currently have and the very strong preference by members
that we move to all electric carts. This feedback has been taken on board and we expect to
change over all existing petrol carts to electric ones in the very near future.
Over the last couple of months we have experienced a number of days of extreme heat that has
resulted in no carts being allowed on the course and that has disappointed a number of members
who can only complete a round of golf with the aid of a cart. Following some further feedback
from members we have begun the process of evaluating the possible construction of dedicated
cart paths on the course which would allow carts to be used in all weather.
The option of an on-course cart storage shed is also being revisited and a number of options are
currently being costed.

SATURDAY BISTRO – Unfortunately we have not yet been able to achieve the sales and profit

goals established in the budget for our hospitality section (bar and catering functions).
Management and Committee are adding resources to achieve this and are in the process of
conducting a wide-ranging external review of these operations. In the interim we have taken the
step of no longer opening for evening meals on Sunday nights and opening Saturday evenings
instead. The first Saturday evening where we had the bonus of some live music was a resounding
success and we hope this continues. We have rebooked the singers from that first Saturday for
several future appearances so if you missed them last time keep a look out for when they are next
appearing – they are very good!

Try our Bistro

A note from the President…(continued)
GREAT COURSE CONDITION – not really much I can say about this other than I have been a

member of this club for over 25 years now and have never seen the course in better condition
especially given the time of the year and weather we have experienced. Having played at several
other courses both locally and interstate over the festive season it struck me just how fortunate
we are to have such a great course to play on with fairways so lush that you would be proud to
have them as your front lawn. As for our greens – how lucky are we that we do not have to go
through that old coring process that leaves big sand filled holes on the greens for weeks on end
several times a year.

BEER FOR A YEAR – as many of you would be aware by now, we are in the process of raising

funds to replace all the outdoor chairs some of which have fallen into disrepair and are no longer
safe to be used. Your support for the “Beer for a Year “raffle will ensure we can complete this
project in the coming months. I have been advised by numerous members that our advertising
for this raffle is quite misleading as 16 cartons (384 stubbies which is more than 1 per day) is
nowhere near enough for their yearly consumption. I wonder if this says a bit more about their
drinking habits than our advertising😊???
We have also asked the ladies committee to consider options for decorating the ‘garden room’ in
order to make it more welcoming and reflective of a golf clubhouse / dining area. Currently the
area is rather drab and uninviting so if anyone has any ideas, we would love to hear from you.

ADMINISTRATION IMPROVEMENTS - Our new General Manager has been extremely busy

implementing processes that streamline our activities and increase financial accountability. Many
of our office procedures and legislated reporting requirements have been poorly documented in
the past and that has posed an unacceptable risk to the club. Addressing this issue is time
consuming and often boring but it is important so if you see Peter looking a little glum on
occasions (and who wouldn’t if they were tasked with this job) then why not just give him a chat
and a cheer up.

A GREAT FIRST FOUR MONTHS -While this has been a rather long update I do believe it is

important that as members of our club you are aware of the good work that is being and has been
done by the staff and management of our club and the future direction that is being set by the
Committee. I have no doubt that we are in the midst of an exciting time for “The Best Course and
Club” in the South.

Call for New Volunteers
The club is wonderfully supported by a merry band of volunteers however the numbers are starting
to thin out, and the club is looking to add to the numbers if anyone is interested. The jobs
undertaken are varied and wide, from riding the range ball retriever to some light gardening to just
about anything else. This is not about heavy lifting or onerous responsibility but more about doing
some things in friendly groups of people enjoying themselves.
Please contact the office if you have some spare time to offer and what sort of things you would
like to try.

From the Manager……………………..Peter Kennedy

Club Chairs
There are 40+ old club chairs currently taking up
room in the men's locker room which are of no use to
the club. If anyone is interested in having any please
let the office know otherwise they will be disposed of,
as they are only providing homes for spiders at
present.

Rise in alcohol excise
Twice per year (February and August) the government
increases excise on alcohol, naturally causing the price of
drinks to rise. The club management has taken the decision
NOT to increase the price of drinks containing alcohol, and to
absorb the excise increase on this occasion. This action may
not always be possible as the club has to balance the cost of
everything rising at the same time however the February
2020 increase will not be passed on.

ODD JOBS
The next Odd Job will be held on
THURSDAY 20th FEBRUARY
From 0830hrs.
Rob would like us to remove the remaining Olive plants on the Main Dam wall adjacent to
the 6th hole up to the concrete tank.
There will be a need to paint some of the stumps of the olives to prevent re-growth and
prevent the spread of further olive trees around the golf course.
If weather conditions don’t allow us to proceed with the olive tree removal alternative jobs
may be undertaken (e.g. drain clean out, unfinished tree trimming at 2 nd and 16th holes). It
would be appreciated if you can turn up on Thursday 20/2.
If there is a forecast for excessive heat on that day that prevents us from attempting any
work an e-mail will be sent out and a notice will be placed on the notice board adjacent to the
Golf Shop.

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from VP-Women’s Committee…Lyn Cummings
Our Summer competition has been attracting very good numbers with a few new ladies getting to
know what Tuesday Ladies Golf Day is all about. Welcome ladies.
Glenelg Golf Club each year hold a golf day to support and raise funds for Minda and this year
10 of our ladies ventured to the sand belt club. A good day was had by all even in the windy
conditions.
With the Bushfires causing so much heartache to all, our Ladies held a fundraiser day on the
last Tuesday in January when the handicap system was being updated to the world handicap
system. Money was raised from ‘paying for a birdie on the 10th hole, spinning wheel tickets, raffle
profits from all of January plus donation bowls on the tables. Total raised was $980.30. A great
effort from our very generous ladies. With our club having the wildlife which we all appreciate on
our course the money will be forwarded to ‘Native Animal Network SA’ who are a not for profit
organisation based in Littlehampton.
New Give Golf a Go Clinics are scheduled for Thursday 27th February 5th, 12th and 19th March
with tuition from our PGA Instructors and support from our Women’s Committee. Sessions
commence 9.30am and conclude 10.30am with a complimentary drink in the clubhouse for a total
cost of $50.00. Book online or call into the Golf Shop and see Brayden and his team.
If you are looking for a new Winter outfit there is a fashion showing Greg Norman and
Sporte Leisure clothes on Tuesday 18th February. Orders taken on the day.
Tuesday 3rd March is our official Opening Day. There will be a 9 hole shotgun Stableford
competition commencing at 8.30am. This will be followed by a short meeting at 11.00am where
Kathryn Hender our Ladies Captain will declare the season open and answer any questions.
A reminder to all ladies Opening Day is the last day to lodge your Entry Forms for our Special
Competitions. Once again this year we have another busy schedule ahead and hope all ladies can
participate.

Volunteers Required
As part of the marketing strategy to attract new social
members to the club we are arranging a 'letterbox
drop' of a DL size flier to households in the local area.
To assist us with that we are now seeking volunteers
who may have a bit of spare time, like walking the
streets and are happy to distribute the fliers ( put them
in letterboxes).
If you are able to help out with this task please contact
the office as we would love to hear from you.

From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie
A fine and sunny day greeted the best amateur golfers from around our state on Sunday past to
vie for The John Crosby Vines Amateur Trophy.
The course was in top condition and the scoring was pretty good, especially considering the tricky
winds.
In the morning Ben Layton (Grange) and Billy Cawthorne (RA) led the way with 69s and in third
place was Charlie Nobbs with a fine 71. The afternoon round saw slightly better scoring and “our
own” Billy Cawthorne was able to hold off a fast finishing Jack Thompson (Grange). Both had 68
in the second round. It was no mean feat given Thompson is South Australia’s top ranked amateur
and he had 5 under par on the back nine!
Well done to Billy who works in our golf shop.
• Cawthorne 69/68 137. Thompson 70/68 138.
• Vines member Brodie Whitbread finished fourth with 72/71 143.
Unfortunately Brodie may have peaked a day early given he had 6 under par in our Saturday
competition! Looking forward to having him represent our club during our upcoming pennant
season, that’s for sure.
Sophie Hilditch (RA) won the Women’s event for the second running with 78/74 152 and Caitlin
Peirce finished second with 156.
Finally in the Junior event Charlie Nobbs played two mature, steady rounds of 71/76 147 to
win by 5 shots over Jordan Percey.
In fact the club had a great day filling 5 of the top 7 in the juniors, Caitlin finished second in the
women’s and we had 7 out of the top 20 in the men’s event.
A big thanks to all that and played and all that helped out on the day and beforehand which
made the event a great success. In particular Brayden and his team in the golf shop, Peter and
the girls in the office, Viv and her team in the bar and kitchen, John Ward , Paul Sutcliffe and Rob
and his band of merry men on the course.
The McMillan Shield is under way and our young juniors, under the watchful eye of Dylan and
Alan Fulton have made a promising start to the competition.
In round 1 we played Kooyonga @ Kooyonga and were probably unlucky to lose 4 matches
to 3. Unlucky you say! Well golfing tornado Harry Percey, 11 years of age, was 3 in front of his
handicap after 13 holes when his match finished because his opponent (who was about 4 years
older, much taller and hit the ball way farther, and Harry had to give 11 shots to him because of
the handicap match play conditions) was 11 shots in front of his handicap! Yes 11 shots in 13
holes. Bad luck Harry.
In round 2 the team travelled out to Tea Tree Gully GC and played Grange. A tied match
of 3 ½ games each saw our team collect their first points of the year. Well done to all and keep
up the good work.
Well done to Jordan Percey on winning the 2 day junior state event held at Glenelg
and Grange during the school holidays. Jordan shot 76/69! The Vines also had 4 out of the top
9 places on the day as well.
All the best

The Vines Golf Operations Team
Brayden Wauchope…Golf Operations Manager

We invite you to The Vines Volkswagen Scramble.
$40 per player Entre through the Scramble website or follow links form our website.
We would love you there to play ambrose, win some prizes and the lucky chance to make it
through to the State Finals
1:00 Shotgun Start – Free Callaway Balls and $1,000’s in prizes
Upcoming Fitting Days and Ladies Fashion
-

Ladies Greg Norman and Sporte Leisure
Titleist and Scotty Cameron
Cobra and Puma Golf
Ladies Anika and Cutter and Buck
Taylor Made Golf
Ping Golf
Book your fitting online or in store

11:00-2:00
1:00-6:00
1:00-6:00
10:30-12:30
2:30-6:00
2:00-6:00

18th of February 2020
21st February 2020
21st of February 2020
3rd of March 2020
4th of March 2020
4th of March 2020

The Vines Golf Club NOW HAS Flightscope Fitting Technology. You can be fitted any day and
anytime at a cost of $50 by one of our expert PGA professionals –Brayden Wauchope and Dylan
Thomas. At the end of the fitting you will know precisely what shaft, lie angle and loft you will
need to achieve consistent golf. Your current clubs can be adjusted to suit, or you can buy new.
Doing nothing is also an option. Up to you. The $50 from the fitting will be given back to you as a
voucher to use towards any club adjustments or new purchases of equipment. Nothing to lose.
Other than shots from your handicap.
What is Flightscope technology? It is a radar doppler system that tracks your ball flight and
motion of your golf club. From this it measures 27 parameters of your swing and ball. It is then
used to determine optimum ball flight by recommending changes to your equipment. You think
you don’t swing it the same each time? Well you do. If your ball flight is erratic, then it will most
likely be the equipment you are using. Changing the equipment to meet your specifics will mean
more consistency with the same swing you have always had. Find out more by typing “Flightscope
X2” into you search engine or by having a chat in store.

Cobra, Titleist, Taylor Made, Wilson and Ping fitting kits now in store, with
access Callaway. Play the best, be your best.

FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course)
You will soon see minor changes to the 18th green Following a spraying program on the
18th green, where a dye was used, we have found that the distance between the sprinklers across
the green is too wide and there are dry spots in the centre and front of the green. To eliminate
the dry spots the Course Committee has approved a slight alteration to the shape of the green to
accommodate some changes to the sprinkler positioning.

On the car park side of the green we will bring in part of the edge cut by 2 metres to
accommodate a 3 metre shift of the sprinkler. Similarly on the bunker side of the green we will
bring in part of the edge cut by 1 metre to accommodate a 2 metre shift of the sprinkler.
The 18th green is the largest green on the course with a current surface area of 600 m2. Following
the changes we will lose approximately 28 m2 of green surface or about 4.6%. The benefit will be
much better moisture uniformity across the green with no impact on the playability of the hole.
The mounds on the left hand approach to the 17th green (and behind the 9th green) are the
newly planted trial of ‘Sir Grange’ Zoyzia grass areas. They have now received their first cut, but
are still pegged as GUR - Compulsory Drop. Over the next few weeks they will be cut to 2 nd cut
height and the GUR will be removed.
We have certainly experienced some weather extremes over the summer period, with 11
days over 40oC and two significant rain events. We had 23.5mm of rain when only light showers
were forecast. This was heavy rain and the general damage to paths and bunkers was significant.
The next rain event recorded 45mm at the Club. This rain was far steadier and caused much less
damage overall. We managed to pump approximately 15 megalitres of storm water to the
main dam from these two events. A great result.
We have calculated that we require 52 megalitres of water to get us through to the
normal end of the irrigation season in mid-April. The main dam is now holding 32 megalitres after
the rains and the Turkeys Nest approximately 20 megalitres, totalling 52 megalitres. Given that
we will lose 10 megalitres to evaporation from the dams we can rely on the output from both
bores to cover this shortfall. Any further rains will be a bonus.

The pump at Ernest Crescent is a central and critical part of our storm water harvesting
system. The silt in the pond continues to build up and is becoming a much greater maintenance
problem. While the Council have indicated they will remove the silt, the situation while we wait for
this is becoming very difficult and in recent times we have had to enter the pond to manually dig
around the foot valve before each rain event. The reliability of the pump has suffered and we
need to check regularly whether the pump is running.

The Chipping Green was badly damaged a couple of months ago after one of the tapping
saddles let go on the irrigation main line. A large area in front of the green was undermined and
around one third of the green was affected. Most of the damage has been repaired but we now
have to dig all of the sprinklers around the green to replace 8 tapping saddles that may be in a
similar condition.
We had another customer for our Air2G2 last month. McLaren Vale Bowling Club hired the
machine to treat a new green they had recently planted. They were very happy with the result.
We have been treating two types of fungus in the greens, Fairy Ring and Dreschlera. The
two are very different in their life cycles and therefore treatment. We have two types of Fairy
Ring, one that causes hydrophobic conditions (tending to repel or fail to mix with water) and areas
dry out and die. The other that causes mushrooms/fruiting bodies to form on the turf surface.
The treatment is a long term and expensive proposition. The Dreschlera fungus is a far more
opportunistic pathogen that likes humid cool conditions following rainfall. It can travel over the
surface with pooling water and spread. Treatment is more straight forward once a diagnosis has
been done.
Growth in the greens has increased strongly following the recent rain events with the second
tropical event being laden with extra nitrogen. We have applied growth regulator this week and
expect the greens to return to “normal” soon.
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.

More from Bernie L…

Club Sponsors…………….
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Services

Hub Shopping Centre

Southern Vales

Strazdins Painting & Decorating

