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In this edition…




FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…working bee, fairways, rain
From Rob Millington… New Greens Process – 15 Month Report
From the Captain… John Crosby Vines Amateur Vardon



RULE of the month… DON’T GO NEAR THE WATER

From the President & Manager…Rob Dowling & Matt Chesterman

The past few weeks of hot weather have caused several competitions to be cancelled in
accordance with our Hot Weather Policy, but those of us who felt they could cope with the heat
were able to play in a VOLUNTARY competition run by the Pro-shop.
Despite extreme heat Rob Millington and staff have done a fantastic job in maintaining our
fairways & greens to their usual high standard. Through their efforts we continue to enjoy a
beautifully presented course that rates very highly.
At the last Committee of Management meeting a new Heat Policy was adopted. Members are
able to read the new Policy on our website.
Congratulations to Zoe Manton on being selected to officially start the ISPS Handa
Australian Open at Kooyonga by hitting the first drive. We are all very pleased and proud that a
junior from our Club was chosen to undertake this task. Well done Zoe.
Last year we commenced the arduous task of updating our Constitution. After receiving
feedback from members we now propose having an evening to discuss the feedback and
present a revised draft of the Constitution. It is the aim of the Committee of Management to
finalise the adoption of the new Constitution by Special General Meeting around mid-June.
It won’t be long before we have our next Pro-Am at The Vines. Keep an eye out for reminder
dates so that you book early as previous years have been fully booked.
Members may be interested to note that since we have renovated our Clubhouse we have
secured two bookings for weddings. Also patronage for meals has increased compared to
this time last year.

Main Club Sponsors…

FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course)
Working Bee - Are you able to assist – Thursday 22nd February 2018.
If you are, please meet at the Clubhouse at 9.00am. Work will continue to about 1.00pm. If you
can spare some time during those hours, even if only for an hour or two, your assistance would
be greatly appreciated. Ground staff will be cutting overhanging limbs in the tree lines between
fairways 11/13 and 9/13 to make it safer for operating machinery in these areas. Volunteers will
be required to move cut limbs to the chipper that will be moved gradually along the tree line.
Ground staff will be operating all machinery. The wood chips produced by the chipper will be
captured by a truck hired for this purpose and greatly improve the productivity of the process.
Please wear appropriate work clothes, hat and gloves. We would like to see as many people as
possible – many hands make light work.
Practice Nets
New deeper pile mats, with dense style of grass cover have been laid in the two practice nets.
The pile is also deep enough to use a small tee if you wish.
Scarifying of Fairways
We are now in the second use of the “Terrarake” on some of our fairways. The machine,
purchased late last year, is drawn behind a tractor, raking up the grass pile that is then mowed
by a fairway mower. Cuttings are then blown to the rough area. The result has no impact on
playability. We have found that only certain areas on some fairways require revisiting with the
machine for a second time. Some of the faster growing sections will require regular raking. Use
of the rake and growth regulators will be the best option for thatch control in the future. The
results so far are very promising, with the process being far less labour intensive and impact on
the course significantly reduced.
We all wish it would rain
Last summer we were lucky to receive regular rains that kept our fairways lush and green but
this has not occurred so far this summer. Our current water situation is quite sound, with water
held in both top dams and both bores in good shape.
For those who like the figures:
Total rainfall for 2018 was 8mm
The new bore has produced 23.4 megalitres this season and is at 21m above the pump.
The old bore has produced 10 megalitres.
We have used 62 megalitres for irrigation this season.
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that
relates to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.

Try our Bistro

From Rob Millington (Golf Course Superintendent)
New Greens Process –
15 Month Report on The Spiking and Dusting Program for Greens, 10/01/18
Introduction:
The aim of the program was to alter the maintenance practices on the greens to enhance the
firmness and trueness of the putting surfaces throughout the year, while removing the
inconvenience of major coring renovations twice yearly. The program consists of spiking done
every three weeks, dusting done weekly during the growing season and use of the Air2G2
machine to de-compact and help aerate the sub-surface profiles. The program started in
October, 2016.
Fine Tuning:
Research shows that spike holes close after 21 days, hence this process being repeated every 3
weeks. Initially we were using 8mm diameter tines followed by the greens roller but some
feedback suggested there was a noticeable difference between spiked and un-spiked greens.
We have settled on using 5mm and 6mm diameter tines and have fitted a roller to the back of
the Procore machine. We now find no problems with consistency across the greens.
The dusting applications have been consistent since day one. Our application rate of 4 tonnes
per week across our 20 greens. We have found this rate fits well with other maintenance jobs
and doesn't impact on golf during the rest of the week.
We have found that monthly use of the Air2G2 is only necessary on the greens that do not drain
well, so probably 8 greens, and the others would be done seasonally. The impact of this
machine across the board has been significant with regard to reducing sub-soil compaction,
improving drainage and improving year-round playability on all the greens. 'Consistent' is how
golfers are describing our greens.
Results so far:
1. The greens have a much firmer surface in general and the putts run truer. This is backed up
by feedback from members across the board. The smaller 6mm tines, now being used seem
to have little effect on the surface firmness.
2. Root growth has improved. Recent sampling shows that roots are healthy and growing
beyond 150mm in the profile. For old greens this is a significantly beneficial factor. This
means that the plant can access moisture and nutrient from a much greater resource, and
also helps to minimise the impact of extreme weather conditions at the surface. We are
definitely seeing an improvement in the incidence of localised dry spots in the greens over
the recent hot weather.
3. Irrigation infiltration rate has improved significantly. We have no data on this but just by
observing how quickly surface water disappears there is an obvious change.
4. Profile sampling is showing that there is a steady positive change occurring in the thatch /
mat within 25mm of the surface.
5. The density of the grass on the surface has improved and the leaf size has fined down.
Cost of the Program:
The ongoing maintenance costs relate mostly to time spent each week and the opportunity cost
of not getting other work done. The average time spent per week is 10 hours and this may vary
slightly across the seasons. This directly impacts on the ability to progress development work.
Other costs include the purchase of dusting sand and other consumables such as tines for the
Procore and Air2G2 machines. Machinery maintenance is a further cost but also very limited in
the overall picture.

(continued)

(New Greens Process….continued)
My assessment so far:
I believe the improvement to the green surfaces is evident for all to see, and the positive
feedback from members, committee and outsiders has been enough to feel confident with the
program in the future. I am keen to see the results during the Winter of 2018 with the use of
the smaller diameter tines.
The objectives of the trial have certainly been met so far and if we continue to see the positive
effects then I would expect that the trial conclusion in October of this year would see an
inclusion of the program as permanent.

Steve Krause…Club Professional

from Bernie…

I have so many problems that if a new one comes along today, it will be at
least two weeks before I can worry about it.
A cop pulls a guy over for weaving across two lanes of traffic.
He walks up to the driver’s window and asks, "You drinkin'?”
The driver said, “Well that depends - You buyin’?”

A police recruit was asked during the exam,
“What would you do if you had to arrest your own mother?”
He answered, “Call for backup.”

from John Ford…

100 mph goat

Two West Virginia rednecks were out hunting, and as they were walking along, they came upon
a huge hole in the ground. They approached it and were amazed at its size.
The first hunter said, "Wow, that's some hole. I can't even see the bottom. I wonder how deep
it is."
The second hunter said, "I don't know. Let's throw something down there, listen, and see how
long it takes to hit bottom."
The first hunter said, "Hey, there's an old automobile gear box over there. Give me a hand and
we'll throw it in and see."

So they picked up the gear box, carried it over to the hole, counted one-two-three,
and heaved it in.
They were standing there looking over the edge of the hole and listening when they heard a
rustling behind them. As they turned around, they saw a goat come crashing through the
underbrush, run up to the hole, and, without hesitation, jump in head first.
While they were standing there staring at each other in amazement, they peered into the hole,
trying to figure out what that was all about.
Just then an old farmer sauntered up. "Say there," said the farmer, "you fellers didn't happen to
see my goat around here anywhere, did you?"
The first hunter said, "Funny you should ask. We were just standing here a minute ago, and a
goat came running out of the bushes doing about a hundred miles an hour and jumped head
first into this here hole!"
The old farmer said, "Naw, that's impossible.

I had him chained to a gear box."

Riddle for seniors..
Today's riddle for seniors...

Here is the situation:

You are on a horse, galloping at a constant speed.
On your right side is a sharp drop-off.
On your left side is an elephant traveling at the same speed as you.
Directly in front of you is a galloping kangaroo and your horse is unable to overtake it.
Behind you is a lion running at the same speed as you and the kangaroo.
What must you do to get out of this highly dangerous situation?

see answer below…

Get off the merry-go-round and go home;
You've had enough excitement for one day...

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Jan Shaw (VP Women’s Golf)
Our summer competition has been attracting good numbers and the weather has been relatively
kind most Tuesdays.
Several members from The Vines attended the ISPS Handa Women’s Australian Open, which is
being held at Kooyonga from 15th – 19th Feb. Thanks to Heather Chapman, Kath Hender and
Matt Chesterman for organising tickets and the bus on the Friday. What a great opportunity to
see some world class golfers in action.
New Give Golf a Go Clinics will run throughout March on either a Thursday at 10.30am or
Saturday at 1.00pm. Both sessions will be run by Steve Krause with support from the Women’s
Committee. If you have friends who are considering whether they want to play golf please get
them to give Matt, Julie or Kath a call in the office.
Tuesday March 6th is our official Opening Day. There will be a 9-hole shotgun Stableford
competition commencing at 8.30am. This will be followed by a short meeting at 11.00am. It is
an opportunity to reflect on what has been achieved in 2017 and to outline our strategic goals
for 2018. Angela Beaty our Lady Captain will declare the season open, explain some changes
to competitions and answer any questions. Opening Day is the last day to lodge your Entry
Forms for our Special Competitions. If you need a copy of the Entry Form please speak to a
committee member.
Another date for the diary is our Gala Day on Thursday 26 April. Your contributions for the
Trading Table whether they be slices, cakes, plants, or other items are important to making this
a great fundraising day for our club.

“Vine’s members enjoying the bar at Kooyonga”

Kath Hender and Jan Shaw at the ISPS Handa Women’s Australian Open

What an honour….
Zoe Manton at the ISPS Handa Women’s
Australian Open on Thursday 15th
February.
The talented Vines junior was selected to hit
the opening drive on the 1st tee at Kooyonga.
Although a little nervous, and in front of
family & friends and a large group of
supporters, Zoe smashed a wonderful drive
down the first fairway.
Well done Zoe.

(Photo by Rose Corbett)

from John Ford…

From the Captain…Dean Nobbs
The John Crosby Vines Amateur Vardon was played on the 11th February. A special thanks
to John Crosby (Life Member) for his continued generous sponsorship of The Vines Vardon. John
was out viewing the action for a few hours on Sunday afternoon.
The weather finally calmed down to produce a very comfortable 29 degrees with a moderate
breeze for most of the day. Patric Kroschel from Royal Adelaide took out the men’s competition,
Charley Jacobs from Glenelg Golf Club took out the Women’s competition and Frank Vucic from
Glenelg Golf Club took out the Junior competition.
James and Jordan Percey were consistent all day with James taking out the best men’s nett and
Jordan taking out the Junior nett runner-up competitions. Caitlin Peirce took out the best
women’s nett competition. The Vines juniors were well represented and seemed to relish playing
36 holes.
It was great to see some members out and about following the action. Special thanks to Paul
Sutcliffe (starter on the 10th), John Ward (rules officiating and cheering up some frustrated
golfers), Nigel Coles (hazard and GUR marking on a very hot Thursday), the green staff for
getting the course up in challenging weather, Steve Krause (starting on the first and tallying
results) and Matt Chesterman (organising the day).
There was one problematic Grange member that seemed to win more than his fair share of
skins whilst still managing a moose on the 13th in his first round.
The Vines Vardon is a great day so look out for the event in early February next year.

37 years in the making…Tony Nobbs had his first hole in one on the 10th after 37 years
of pin seeking. Apparently it ran all the way along the ground, jumped over the bunker and
sucked back into the hole. I guess you have to get lucky once in 37 years…. Check out The
Vines Facebook page for video footage of the group’s reaction.

Scoring over the last month has been better than red hot with Guilio Sagrestano (43 points),
Michael Adams (40 points), Steven Leitch (67 nett), Jordan Percey (68 nett), Chris Watson and
Graham Ottoway (69 nett), Paul Maziakowski (43 points), Ben Phelan and Gus Stewart (40
points), Clayton Byrne (40 points), Glenn Florence (+4), Doug Berrigan (+3), Jeremy Caldwell
(64 nett), David Conroy (42 points) and Sam Noble (41 points).

If your 33 points is not cutting it and your game needs a bit of fine tuning then our
Club Professional Steve Krause can help you out.
Keep an eye out for the club Matchplay Championships starting the 3rd March.

REMINDER…don’t forget to cancel your golf booking if you
are not going to play. Your cancellation will allow others to book in.

HOLE IN ONE on 3rd

Congratulations
With undoubted skill, ability and dexterity Greg Hart ACED the
3rd hole on Sunday 28th Jan.
It is his 3rd Hole in One and if you want to get bored just ask him
for the details of all of them.
Greg has a reputation of being slow on the course and that he
rarely holds the flag. He has undertaken to improve on these
etiquette issues.
(article & photo provided by Greg Hart)

from John Ford…

RULE of the month…explanation
…from John Ward

DON’T GO NEAR THE WATER

It’s nice to have Lew back from the injury list playing the game he loves so much.
He and Dowsky resumed their friendly rivalry recently but Lew was a bit rusty and was finding
some difficulty in maintaining direction with some of his tee shots.
When he teed-off from the 5th tee his ball veered left over the path in to the area

along side of the path.

Do I get relief from this area, he asked his most knowledgeable mate Dowski?
After viewing the location and lie of Lew’s ball he determined that as the area in which his ball
was located was in an integral part of the course that Lew must play the ball as it lies
(therefore no relief).
But what if there is water in this area what do I do then?
Easy said Dowski, you treat it as casual water and take relief as prescribed in the Rules.
Lew was reasonably happy with the answers Dowski had provided and continued.

Lew got to the 18th tee without too many major problems, however, he sliced his tee shot
rather badly into the dam.
After grumbling a bit he found his ball in the dam, but it was lying against the black pipe at
the base of the dam. Can I move the pipe, he asked Dowski?
This was a new question for Dowski to ponder, so he referred to the Local Rules, on the reverse
of the Score Card and found that as the black pipes and it’s attachments were considered to be
“water installations” and therefore determined to be an IMMOVABLE OBSTRUCTION and as it
was in a lateral water hazard he could not move the pipe.
According to Note 1: of Rule 24 OBSTRUCTIONS which states;
“If a ball is in a lateral water hazard, the player may NOT take relief from interference by
an immovable obstruction.”
The player MUST play the ball as it lies or proceed under Rule 26-1.
The pipe is NOT a movable obstruction and therefore cannot be moved by the player.
Lew ,who, we know is normally an easy going guy seemed to be quite upset with the
explanation, picked up his ball, climbed out of the dam, dropped his ball in accordance with the
appropriate rule and played out the hole.
Bad luck seems to follow the same players round after round.

Juniors…from Wayne Corbett
2018 McMillan Shield

After having the first round of the 2018 McMillan Shield competition cancelled because of the
extreme heat conditions.
Our team travelled to Glenelg on Sunday 4th February to play them on their home course.
This year we welcomed two newcomers to the team – Cooper Arbon and Sam Carpenter. Both
are very competent players and are destined to become regular team members. Despite some
early nerves, both settled down and enjoyed their first competitive experience and first round at
the Glenelg course.
Our team was Boston Price, Louis Pretty, Charlie Nobbs (Captain), Alex Manton, Lachlan Sharp,
Zoe Manton, Cooper Arbon and Sam Carpenter was our reserve player.
After the first 9 holes of play, teams scores were level and each individual match was being
tightly contested.
At the end of play and after some excellent golf by our team, individual scores were – Boston
won 3/2, Louis lost despite playing great golf 3/2, Charlie won 5/4, Alex won 2/1 Lachlan lost
6/5, Zoe lost 2 down despite being 10 under her handicap and Cooper lost his very entertaining
match, 1 down. This resulted in a 4/3 win to Glenelg.
Sam Carpenter playing in his first competitive match as our reserve recorded a comfortable 4/3
win.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------With 4 of our 7 team members not having seen or played the West Lakes course, our team
recorded a near perfect result on Sunday 11th against the team from Kooyonga.
Our team for this game was – Cooper Arbon, Sam Carpenter, Ryan Francis, Zoe Manton, Oscar
McDonnell, Ollie Nobbs and Lachlan Sharp. Also, Ollie was playing her first representative game
for the team and played extremely well under the astute guidance of her mother, Jen.
Play commenced just over an hour late with both teams evenly matched. Individual matches
were being tightly contested and this close competition continued throughout the first 9 holes of
play. Into the back 9, both Zoe and Lachlan established strong leads with great golf and
excellent shot-making to record comfortable 6/4 and 5/4 wins respectively. Also, Ryan and
Cooper were having extremely entertaining matches with their respective opponent. Scores
were virtually changing on the completion of each hole. Ollie, who had established a solid lead
early, was facing a strong fight back from her opponent.
Sam Carpenter, one of our new faces this year, played wonderfully well to post an excellent 4/3
win. Then Oscar McDonnell came in with another strong 3/1 win after having played some
wonderful golf.
This put the team in an unbeatable position having won 4 out of the 7 matches.
Ryan, Cooper and Ollie continued with their very entertaining matches and, at the end of play,
each recorded a halved match.
Our final result was a resounding and well deserved 5 ½ to 1 ½ win for The Vines.

Junior Golf Sponsor…

Old Reynella

Club Sponsors…
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Services

Hub Shopping Centre

