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A note from the President…David Schomburgk 

Well 2020 is now with us and what a start to the year it has been with the horrific bushfires 
around the country and the continued lack of any meaningful rainfall.  Our thoughts and best 
wishes are with all who have been affected by these tragedies. Hopefully things will only get 
better as the year progresses.   
Locally we have also experienced some sadness with the passing of 2 members of the club 
in Wayne Trott and Allan Johnston. Again our thoughts go out to their families and friends. 
 
We have certainly experienced some extremely harsh weather on the course over the Festive 
season and that resulted in cancellation of golf on a number of days and restrictions on the use of 
carts on others.  It has also given us cause to review our own policies and procedures on days of 
extreme fire danger.  The Committee is currently consulting with other clubs and fire authorities 
on this matter and we hope to be in a position to publish our new Heat and weather related 
policies in the very near future. 
 
One of the side effects of the weather has been the significant reduction in the number of people 
attending the club to both play golf and to utilise the club facilities in general. This reduced level 
of activity has had a negative flow on impact in our bar and bistro so the continued support of 
members for these important parts of our club is appreciated and if you are thinking of dining out 
in the near future then please consider the club as an option or even just pop in for a casual drink.  
 
Unfortunately we were also forced to cancel the December Sponsors Day.  The day was to have 
been supported by our major sponsor in Air Diffusion Agencies (ADA) and we have now 
rescheduled their day until February. It was some small consolation at least that Bill Threadgold 
was the lucky winner of a carton of beer on the January Sponsors day when his score card was 
selected at random in the lucky draw. Well done Bill. 
 

Main Club Sponsor… 

 
 

 



A note from the President…(continued) 
 
While the weather has not been overly kind we have still seen fields in excess of 200 players 
become the norm for Saturdays and 160-180 become the norm for Wednesdays and it is really 
pleasing to see so many new faces out sharing our great course. It is especially pleasing to see 
the number of younger members who are now playing on a regular basis.  The future of the club 
is looking in good hands.   
 
By the time this article goes to press you will have seen our new promotion  ‘Experience the 
Vines’ which is designed to attract those people who have an interest in golf but are not really 
sure if they are ready to make the commitment to become full time players.  This package 
provides them with the opportunity to come out and ‘Experience the Vines’ by playing a few 
games and experience the club atmosphere. It also gives all of us the opportunity to showcase our 
course and make them feel that welcome in the club that they will enjoy the experience so much 
that they will want to take the next step and become ongoing members of our club. 
 
It has been pleasing to see the number of people using the practice range these days but what is 
not so pleasing is the regular practice by a few people of hitting balls over the nets at 
the end of the range and into the dam. Apart from being against the rules of using the range 
it is also proving a potentially costly exercise.  The club recently purchased some 8,000 yellow 
range balls and over 50% of those have now disappeared and will soon need to be replaced.  This 
is an extremely avoidable and unnecessary cost to the club so when using the range please ensure 
that everyone follows the rules – they are there for a purpose. 
 
Finally I must again thank Rob and his staff for maintaining the course in the condition it is despite 
the weather and lack of rain. My observations (although some may say I am a little biased) is that 
“The Vines “is certainly living up to our reputation as the ‘best course and club in the South’. 
 
Good Golfing  
 
 
 

From the Manager……………………..Peter Kennedy 

 

Call for New Volunteers 
The club is wonderfully supported by a merry band of volunteers however the numbers are starting 
to thin out, and the club is looking to add to the numbers if anyone is interested. The jobs 
undertaken are varied and wide, from riding the range ball retriever to some light gardening to just 
about anything else. This is not about heavy lifting or onerous responsibility but more about doing 
some things in friendly groups of people enjoying themselves.  
Please contact the office if you have some spare time to offer and what sort of things you would 
like to try. 
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Sunday Night Dining finishing 

 

Due to lack of numbers Sunday night dining will finish and be 

replaced by the Bistro opening Saturday evenings.  

These Saturday evenings will commence on 1st February with the 
full bistro menu, and we will be promoting this heavily to nearby 
neighbours. 

 
Damage to cars 
 There have been some recent incidents of minor damage to cars in 

the car park, with no-one owning up to responsibility. If any 
member sees such an occurrence it would be appreciated if they 
could take details and give them to the office so that the matter can 
be fairly dealt with. Even though the damage is minor, it is still not 
a nice act to simply leave and not do something about it, and 
member assistance to help the innocent parties would be greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Practice from the first tee 
Some members are using the 1st tee for practice during the evening, leaving damage to the tee 
which has to be repaired, and golf balls on the course, which have to be picked up afterwards by 
staff. 
Please refrain from this otherwise action will need to be taken against the individual 
members concerned. 

 

Have you met Molly? 

 

 

 
   

For those who haven't been introduced, this is 
Molly the Magpie, who has adopted the club as 
home, as the other magpies don't play nicely with 
her. 
We feed Molly most days, but only with the good 
stuff researched on the internet, despite her 
desire for all the bad stuff. She hangs around 
under the veranda most days so take the time to 
say hello when you meet her. 
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Bio for Peter Kennedy 

 

Club General Manager Peter Kennedy has come to The Vines 
through a love for golf and a business brain for development and 
growth. 
The basics: born in Corowa NSW he is the younger son of Corowa 
golfing legend Terry Kennedy, whose 27 club championships, 8 
district open championships and other assorted main events means 
he appears on the Corowa Golf Club honour boards over 50 times 
for major event successes. Big shoes to fill for a golfing son, 
although he ended up on the boards himself for a few of these, 
much to the great pride of his father. 

Peter worked in banking in country NSW and Canberra for 20 years, moving around every 2-3 
years as you did in that job, and became a member of many clubs for a few years each, and 
experienced the daunting prospect of becoming a new member of a club where he knew no-one, 
many times. 
It is from this experience he goes to great pains to welcome new members, and tries to make 
them feel part of the club and the community, that is The Vines. 
Peter was even on the Committee of several of these clubs, one of which as Treasurer. 
Leaving banking Peter and his wife Jennie settled in Leeton NSW where they raised 2 daughters, 
before moving to South Australia, and now a part of The Vines community. 
Peter was part of golf when ties had to be worn in the clubhouse after 7pm (and the office always 
had a stock of hideous nylon creations for loan), when shorts had to be accompanied by long 
white socks, which had to be pulled up at all times otherwise you would be asked to leave. 
He was also part of golf when Greg Norman was at his peak and golf clubs had waiting lists, 270+ 
players every Saturday and Sunday, (no mid-week comps, that just wasn’t done), how times have 
changed. 
 
Peter has qualifications in Marketing, Business, Management and Administration, and most 
unusually is a qualified Speech and Drama teacher, which he studied by distance from London 
Trinity College while at school. Every year saw the British examiners visit Australia and do a 
country sweep to judge the colonial students, and they were tough. Probably explains why he can 
talk so much. 
 

“Golfingly” he has won a few club championships, tournaments and District titles along the way, 

but recent years have seen the old handicap drift out due to lack of attention, but hopefully this 
can be remedied soon.   

 
That is the brief snapshot of General Manager Peter. 
    



A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from VP-Women’s Committee…Lyn Cummings 

Happy New Year! I hope you all enjoyed your break and are now ready for what 2020 brings with 
renewed goals and a year of fun and friendship. 
 
Summer golf re-commenced on Tuesday 7th January with a good field of 9 and 18 hole players. 
Fortunately the really hot weather has stayed under the heat policy on our past 2 Tuesdays. 
  
A handover dinner was held on Monday 13th January to thank our past committee members 
Denise Walters, Angela Beaty and Sue Walsh and welcome the new members. Helen Collis and 
Alison Emmett were apologies on the night. It was an opportunity for all committee members to 
celebrate what had been achieved over the past year and for the new committee to have some fun 
before the serious side of things this year. 
 
With the slight change of handicap system during the last week of January the ladies competition 
for Tuesday 28th January is a 4bbb aggregate.  
With the devastation of the bushfires on Kangaroo Island the day will be to raise funds for The 
Kangaroo Island Wildlife Park. The 10th tee will see one of the guys from the Golf Shop there to hit 
your ball for a gold coin donation. It would be great to see as many lady members play on this day. 
 
We will be running another Give Golf A Go clinic for any new lady golfers so spread the word.  
The clinic runs from Thursday 27th February for 4 weeks finishing on March 19th. 
 
Adelaide is once again hosting the ISPS Handa Australian Women’s Golf Open at Royal 
Adelaide from Thursday 13th February – Sunday 16th February 2020. 
If you are interested in attending ‘two for the price of one ticket’ are available.  
Log into ticketek.com.au to purchase tickets and enter the password SACLUBS to get the two for 
one offer.  Valid until Friday 7th February 2020. 
 

From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie 

On 30th January 2020 the World Handicap System will have some changes take place. Most 
things will not change. In fact it is really a change in formula as to how our GA handicaps are 
calculated. For those who wish to know more please go to the Golf Australia website. 
  
The course committee and working bee volunteers will soon begin a program to deal with 
exposed roots on our course. This work will take some time to complete and therefore a 
Temporary Local Rule will soon be posted to enable relief to be taken in some circumstances.   
Please make sure you read the rule carefully when it comes into effect and only take relief in the 
prescribed area. 
 
I would like to acknowledge 3 members who have recently generously donated towards our 
junior program. Bob Dickson has supported the kids for years. Stuart McQueen heard the 
kids needed jackets for the winter pennants and wanted to help. Bill Threadgold and ADA 
already supports this club tremendously but he has put his hand in his pocket to look after our 
youngsters. 
To these gentleman and all our club supports I would sincerely like to thank them for their 
generosity. 
 
Upcoming events:  

• 2nd February McMillan Shield season begins 

• 9th February 2020 The John Crosby Vines Amateur. 

• Match Play Championship.  Dates coming soon. 

 
 



FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course) 
Grooming greens has recently resumed and will be completed during the growing season. 
Larger diameter tynes have been fitted to the Procore machine to allow better water penetration 
in the hotter weather. The larger tynes won’t affect putting but the holes are more prominent. We 
will return to the smaller diameter version for our next rotation through the greens. Each green 
receives this process each 3 weeks during the growing season. 

 
The mounds in the left hand approach to the 17th green have been fully renovated with a 
new Zoyzia grass called Sir Grange. Some of its properties are: 

• Fine leaf blade 

• Requires 75% less nitrogen than other common turf varieties 

• Requires up to 50% less mowing than other common turf varieties 

• High shade tolerance (needs only 3 hours of direct sunlight/day) 

• Can handle full sun 

• High wear tolerance 

• Can be mowed at a wide range of heights 

• Self-Repairing 

• High drought tolerance 

• Weed & insect Resistant 

Sir Grange has been planted at this test site and also at the rear of the 9th green. It is anticipated 
that it will have the ‘toughness’ to deal with these very difficult locations. We haven’t been able to 
maintain good cover with Santa Anna in either area.  The main reasons for this are shade and the 
significant amount of debris dropped by trees that breaks down and prevents the underlying soil 
from retaining moisture.  
Turf Solutions Australia donated 160 m2 for the trial. We are about halfway through the 
establishment period of 8 weeks with root growth being quite strong so far. Both areas will get a 
trim this week that will improve their appearance. As this is a relatively new grass with low 
commercial quantities being used to date, the cost is quite high, but hopefully this will reduce as 
its gains popularity. Other areas on our course that could benefit from this turf are the “mat” area 
at the LHS of the 8th green and the 10th tee block as both these areas are highly shaded. 

 
The changeable weather over the past month or so has caused some issues but also produced 
some good rain to fill our dams. A recent rain event produced 20mm over 4 days and the 
consequent pumping filled our main dam and topped-up the Turkey’s Nest to within half a metre 
of full. We have recorded 556mm rainfall so we will finish the year with below average rainfall, 
our annual average being 635mm. The water in the 2nd and 3rd dams (on the 2nd hole) was 
recently transferred to the main dams to reduce surface area to reduce evaporation. While the 
BOM forecast for summer is for below average rain, the formation of cyclones off WA may provide 
rain across southern Australia. This did not occur last summer. 

 
The first tee has been recently renovated to regain good turf cover as there were some very 
weak patches appearing due to the large amount of traffic the tee receives.  The renovation 
included deep tyning with a Vertidrain, coring, heavy scarifying, debris removal, fertilising and 
then topdressing. It got the works. There has been a marked improvement and some of the weak 
areas are filling in well and warmer weather should see the couch grass respond nicely. Once full 
cover has been reached we will apply some Poa annua control to clean up the weed. 

 
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates 
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to 
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially. 
 
 
 

mailto:feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au


RULE of the month…explanation                             

…from John Ward 
 

IF THE AREA IS DEFINED WITH RED STAKES AND GREEN TOPS 
IT IS A NO PLAY ZONE PENALTY AREA 

That of course means that you are not permitted to play a ball from that No Play Zone Penalty 
Area and you must not take your stance inside the no play zone penalty area. 
You incur the General Penalty (one stroke) but free relief must be taken from interference by the 
No Play Zone. 

THE 14TH HOLE 
When playing a tee shot from the teeing area at the 14th Hole and your ball has the unfortunate 
result of finishing in the NO PLAY ZONE PENALTY AREA you have TWO options available to you. 

1. Stroke-and-Distance Relief. The player may play the original ball or another ball from 
where the previous stroke was made, in this situation, the teeing area. (see Rule    
14.6).The ball may be teed. 

OR 

2. The player may drop the original ball or another ball in the relief area where the    
Reference Point is. i.e.(A point on the course that is on the reference line and is farther 
from the hole than the estimated point where the original ball last crossed the edge of 
the Penalty Area (with no limit how far back on the line). 

You CAN NOT drop you ball on the nearest point of relief (e.g. on either side of the No Play Zone 
Penalty Area) you must play your ball as described earlier, and take a one stroke penalty. 
If the player plays his ball from the wrong place and the player could have gained a significant 
advantage by playing from the wrong place it could be considered to be a Serious Breach of the 
Rules and the player is DISQUALIFIED. 
 
 

“The Mystery of The Missing Yard Broom” 

 
A yard broom strategically placed in the garden area adjacent to the 16th tee, hidden behind the 
sponsor’s sign but so that it could be accessed quickly to sweep and tidy-up the paved path 
alongside of the teeing area, has disappeared.  
Evidently someone, (we hope not a club member) has a need for the broom and decided it could 
be put to better use elsewhere. 
If anybody knows of the whereabouts of the missing broom will they please ring “crimestoppers” 
(The Club Manager) or arrange for the broom to be returned (no questions asked). 
Volunteers spend considerable time out on the golf course undertaking various minor clean up and 
tidying-up jobs so that the course is at its best for the members continued enjoyment.  
It is so frustrating when their efforts are thwarted by unthinking people who go out of their way to 
steal the club’s equipment making it difficult for volunteers to do their jobs. 
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IN MEMORY…”GRUMPY” 

 

Allan Johnston passed away on 14th January, 

2020…a member for 49 years. 

Allan had some long time Saturday playing partners…Wayne 

Corbett, Barry Dicker, Barry Phillips and Ray Hawke.  

Barry D. and Wayne had the privilege and pleasure of 

playing with Allan for a very long time...more than thirty 

years. They, along with many others, have spent many 

hours in Allan’s company. Four hours for golf, an hour 

before warming up, two hours after warming down and of 

course rehydrating. 

Allan was from the old school, a West End beer man. 

Anything but a frothy West End was not acceptable. Some 

wags occasionally offered to shout him a light beer or even 

a shandy. A dangerous suggestion for that was when you 

would receive the steely stare and a firm, definite NO.  

Those who played golf with Allan soon learnt about the subtle art of sledging. Although Allan was 

not that subtle. It is not known with certainty how this started…maybe it was because he liked to 

play for cash. On the first tee, playing in fours, the balls were tossed into the air to determine 

partners. Always a dicey operation as Allan was often seen rearranging the dropped balls so that 

he got the best partner. It should be mentioned that the money played for was big…$2 to $3. 

As a round progressed Allan would offer encouragement to his playing partners. When hitting near 

an out of bounds area he would remind them, by whispering, just so you could hear, “Careful of 

the out of bounds”.  On the putting green he loved to offer advice when an opponent had a short 

putt. He would often say “Isn’t this is your favourite length putt?…don’t be short”. 

Of course his naughty behaviour could not be left without some smart response. Knowing that 

Allan was from the old school, one person in our group figured out a way to get under his guard. 

On this particular day, Allan was about to hit from a tee when suddenly, out of the blue, one of his 

playing partners wrapped his arm around him and whispered seductively into his ear “Good Luck 

Dear”. While others on the tee fell about laughing, Allan was speechless…his body was absolutely 

rigid. All good fun. 

Allan played with a larger regular group of guys in the Wednesday competition. He would look to 

back himself to beat a few more of the guys with side bets for $1 to $2. Always great ceremony 

when the round was completed with many hands outstretched in anticipation of receiving some 

winnings. It was all about the bragging rights. 

Allan had a nick name, an affectionate name, a term of endearment that many of his fellow 

golfers used when addressing him…”GRUMPY”. He did his best to live up to it…all done with a 

laugh. 

Allan was a man that didn’t appear to feel the cold. He liked to wear short, shorts…old school style 

shorts. One could not imagine him wearing the modern style. Allan was a man from the old 

school. 

Allan seemed to attract a lot of attention when on the golf course. Because of his carpentry skills 

people always seemed to have a little job for him. “Hey Allan I’ve got this little job.” This lovely 

man seemed to always accommodate them. 



He often took on tasks around the clubhouse. He would arrive wearing short, shorts. At morning 

tea and lunch he would open his very old style leather kit bag…a collectors’ item…a cut sandwich 

and thermos of tea inside. At very senior years he would be seen balancing high up on a 4 by 3 

somewhere. We would look away. A hard working fellow from the old school. 

We are all continually searching for the perfect swing…something that we will never find. There 

are various ways to do this. Allan’s method was to model his swing on that of a famous 

professional golfer. He would publicly announce who it was…a big mistake. There was Ernie 

Els…reasonable and a good example. But then there was American female player, Lexi Thompson. 

Well you can just imagine the club wags reminding him about this. “Shave your legs today Al?” 

Allan was a lovely fellow. A friend to all. A gentleman. Helpful and accommodating to all. A man of 

the old school…a term being used here with a lot of affection. He provided many wonderful and 

humorous moments for many people. 

Rest in Peace…our wonderful friend. 

“Written with affection on behalf of Allan’s playing partners.” 

 

 

 

Volkswagen Scramble…Is your team ready to Scramble?  

 

 
 
 
Volkswagen Scramble - 1:00 shotgun 
start 23/2/2020. 
 
 
 
$40 per player. Visitors $75 per player. 
 
 
 
Winning team off to an all expenses paid 
trip to QLD 
 

 
 

 

 



READY GOLF AND PACE OF PLAY 

 
Some time ago signs were placed adjacent to the teeing areas on all of the par three holes (3rd, 
6th, 10th and the 14th) that states that:-  

“THIS IS A DISCRETIONARY CALL-UP HOLE” 
Which can mean, if you want it to, have the discretion of calling-up the playing group behind you 
in an endeavour to keep the field moving at an acceptable pace. Of course there is no compulsion 
for you or any of your group to do so, but if you do, it will help to keep the field moving. 
 
However, you should only call up the next group if the group in front of you are still waiting to 
tee-off on the next hole, or have just teed-off. By doing so that group playing the next par four 
hole in front of you will not hold up your group when you reach that tee and need to tee-off on 
that hole. 
 
Before your group signals the following group to tee off on the par three hole you are playing, all 
players in your group should mark the positions of their balls on the green and all then move to 
the back of the green (for safety and to avoid being hit by any incoming balls). 
 
By using these discretionary call-up tactics, groups in the field will not have to cool their heels and 
wait for the par three holes to be cleared of players, and play will be continuous. 
 
Remember, every minute wasted on a hole contributes to slow play and drawn out long rounds of 
golf. It will also allow you to spend more time enjoying the conviviality of the clubhouse and 
discussing how quick your round of golf was. 
 
If you haven’t used your discretionary powers on the par threes, give it a go, you might be in for a 
big surprise. 
 
 

from Bernie L… 

               
 

 

https://www.appannie.com/en/apps/google-play/app/com.emojiworld.golf/


          
 

 

 

            
    

 
 

 

 

   

 Try our Bistro   
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