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A note from the President…David Schomburgk
2022 has finally arrived and I am sure that everyone will join me in hoping that this year will be a
better one for all Australians than the one that we have just endured. As golfers we have been
particularly fortunate in that we were able to keep playing for almost the entire year while many
others had significant interruptions and restrictions to their working and personal lives. As
someone who was unable to see their family for over 12 months I sincerely sympathise with a
number of other members who I am aware faced similar issues due to the various and varying
rules imposed across the country.
As we enter this year we are already seeing a significant increase in the number of Covid cases in
SA and I am aware that a number of members have been directly affected and I wish them a
speedy and full recovery.
Most members would be aware that Covid has had a number of both positive and negative
impacts on our Golf Club. On the positive side we have seen club membership remain at a very
high level with ongoing demand for new memberships. In the latter part of last year we made the
decision to cease taking new applications for 7 day memberships and those who subsequently
wished to apply for that were placed on a waiting list. Following a small number of resignations at
the end of our financial year the Board made the decision to re-open applications on the basis that
the existing cap limit would be maintained only and not increased. Those on the waiting list were
offered first opportunity to upgrade to full 7 day membership and I am pleased to advise that the
majority accepted the offer. The result is however that we currently have a small number of
vacancies for 7 day memberships so if you have any friends or acquaintances interested then
please encourage them to contact the club as soon as possible before the “Full House” sign goes
back up.

Main Club Sponsor…

A note from the President…(continued)
In the meantime I can assure you that we are continuing to monitor the size of the Saturday and
Wednesday fields in particular to ensure there are sufficient playing opportunities for all of our
members.
Following the AGM in late November at which a number of new Board members were appointed
we have now been through the process of appointing members of the various committees
and I have set out a full list of the committees and their membership below. What is very
pleasing is the number of new members who have come forward to join the committees this year
and support the workings of our Club. Volunteering to participate on committees can be a
wonderfully rewarding experience and I would encourage anyone who is thinking about this to
contact any of the current Board or committee members to see what is involved and
consider some future involvement.
Golf Operations: Garry Merrick (Chair), Greg Kemp, Dean Quinn, Daryl Edwards, Chris Peirce
Match: Mick Gibbie (Chair), Jenny Hirst, Alan Fulton
Women’s Golf: Lyn Cummings (Chair), Jenny Hirst, Alison Emmett, Marina Langer, Judith Hill,
Helen Collis, Bev Gaughwin, Heather Chapman
Course: Paul Gregory (Chair), Matt Anderson, Michael Bruggeman, Garry Merrick, Bob Neville,
John Ward
Finance: Greg Kemp (Chair), David Schomburgk, George Cleland, Jake Slaghekke, Rose Corbett,
Bob McEwin
Commercial Activities: David Adlem (Chair), Rod Gorton, Joe Maiorana
Membership: Barrie Whennan (Chair), Garry Merrick, Benn Cox, Linda Pearce, David King
Hospitality: George Cleland (Chair), David Schomburgk, Richard Frost, Greg Kemp, Owen
Holland
Social: Richard Frost (Chair), Wayne Lines, Peter Martin
Irrigation Upgrade: Paul Gregory (Chair), Graham Ottaway, Jeff Bradford
Work on our Irrigation Project has resumed after the Xmas break and some of the initial
planning has begun. One of the first steps has been the engagement of Ryan Van Der Veen to
conduct a full course assessment considering such items as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Course Layout and Strategy
Vegetation and Treescape
Sustainability
Playability
Greens
Bunkering
Tees
Fairways
Practice facilities
Player traffic and flow
Safety

A note from the President…(continued)
This work will certainly help guide our planning on the type and placement of our new irrigation
infrastructure. It definitely does NOT mean that we will now be redesigning our course but it will
give us a master plan for the future that will allow us the opportunity to ensure the irrigation
infrastructure that we are putting in place will allow for any future works should we go down that
path at some later stage.
Ryan has a wealth of experience in golf design and construction including 19 years as a Senior
Design Associate with Greg Norman Company working in various locations around the world. He
is also currently working with Glenelg Golf Club on their Course Enhancement Project.
On course I have been following the progress of the Reynella Cup with considerable interest and
it has been great to see so many of our female members do so well in this Matchplay event. Even
though I was eliminated in the early stage by the venerable Vin Pike I found it to be a great
experience and would highly recommend members to participate next year. The handicap
nature of this event gives everyone the opportunity to succeed in what is undoubtedly a
prestigious club event.
Finally I would like to thank all members for their ongoing support of the club and staff in dealing
with the restrictions that have been imposed on us due to Covid.

Good Golfing to all

FINANCE QUARTERLY REPORT…from Greg Kemp (Chair of Finance)
After the first three months, the club is performing well in the 2021/22 financial year. Our income
departments overall are ahead of budget, with Membership continuing its strong growth and
Match also above budget. Hospitality however has been adversely affected by varying levels of
Covid restrictions and concerns among patrons, leaving results a little down on expectations. Golf
Operations is performing well against budget. Social and Corporate sponsorship are on target.
The expense departments of Course, Administration and House are all comfortably within budget.
The net affect leaves us with some confidence that budgets will be met this year, although we
remain at the vagaries of Covid.
The Irrigation Upgrade Account currently sits at $175,252.89 from Board fund allocations, Member
Levies, raffle and donations. Members have started donating funds through the Sports Foundation
account, which is a tax effective method of making donations. Details of this Foundation are
available through the Manager and will be publicised to Members by early February.
Houseboat Raffle. I am pleased to advise that the club raised $3,601.73 from the Christmas
Houseboat raffle. Members will be aware that all proceeds from this raffle will go towards the
Irrigation Upgrade Project. Thanks to our sponsor Happy Days Houseboats for this opportunity.
Finance Committee Membership. I thank Jake Slaghekke, Bob McEwin and Rose Corbett for
volunteering their time and abilities to assist the Finance Committee this year and look forward to
continuing the good work with them in 2022. The President, David Schomburgk and Chair of
Hospitality, George Cleland, together with Peter Kennedy and Julie Edge also support the
Committee.

From the Manager’s Desk……Peter Kennedy
A couple of reminders…

The club’s dog policy prohibits dogs being taken onto the course while the owner is playing.
There have been a couple of instances raised recently of players with dogs on the course which
since April last year is not allowed.
Speed of play has been satisfactory recently however there have been instances on noncompetition days when members have reported other members for not keeping up with the field.
It may be a non-competition day but please do not hold up others, even if the views need looking
at or the birds need feeding.

Recent Incident…

With the recent incident with a member needing urgent medical assistance it is probably
wise to think about what to do if confronted with the situation yourselves.
Call Triple O first thing, there are defibrillators at the clubhouse to use but call Triple O first.
While keeping Triple O on the line use another phone to call the clubhouse or Pro Shop for
additional assistance.
These situations are very confronting and it is not easy to process rational thoughts at the time so
Triple O will be a calm and informed voice at the time. For everyone’s information our recent
incident has had a happy ending and he should be back on his feet soon enough.

Club Cart Policy

Members are reminded that if they have a private golf cart or gopher they need to complete an
agreement with the club regarding their use and conduct. A copy of the agreement can be
downloaded from the policy section of the website or picked up at the office.
Also members considering getting a private cart have to be aware that the club has banned the
use of petrol carts since April 2021.

MILLENIALS vs. BOOMERS
The Vines of Reynella Golf Club looks forward to the ultimate showdown of young vs. old in a
MILLENIALS (+ Generation Z) vs. BOOMERS (+ Generation X) Golf Tournament.
35x participants from each side of the proverbial line in the sand, will face off in a
cumulative stableford scoring contest, to give bragging rights to whichever generation can hold
the trophy highest at the end of the day (sore-back dependent).
Team captains will be Benn Cox for the Millennials (ages 44 and under) and Barrie Whennan for
the Boomers (ages 45 and over). All interested are welcome to enter, with the first 35 spots on
both teams first come, first served (with reserves).

Proudly sponsored by club sponsor Elmac Cleaning Services,
subsidised cost to enter will be $10, which includes BBQ breakfast, glass of bubbles before tee-off
and competition entry. Great prize pool for the highest individual scores for each team, including
longest drives and nearest to pins for both age brackets, as well as the overall scores from both
teams to settle the ultimate debate - does youth conquer experience, or does wisdom overcome
ignorance?
On-course drinks cart will be available during the tournament with first tee-off time from 10:30am,
running through to 12:30pm. Teams will be mixed with 2x from each age bracket, in each group
of 4x.
Sunday the 23rd of January. See pro-shop or team captains for more information, or to register
your name/playing partner's interest.

"Clean Behind The Scene..."

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Lyn Cummings (Chair of Women’s Golf)
Happy New Year to everyone.
I hope you all enjoyed your Christmas and New Year break.
I’m sure that some of you have made a ‘New Year’s Resolution’ so hope that you can follow it
through for the year.
Our annual handover dinner was held on Monday 17th January at the Woodcroft Tavern where we
thanked our outgoing committee members and our incoming.
Unfortunately, there were a couple who could not attend but we welcomed Bev Gaughwin and
Heather Chapman to the 2022 committee.
Summer golf recommenced January 10th, but the heat policy came into play for the first time this
year, so only the brave few played. You can check the heat policy on the club website – Club
Policies – Extreme Weather Policy.
There has been a change on the booking sheet as of this week, with the 9 hole players all playing
off the same 9, and there are more time slots for the 18 hole players. Pace of Play will be the key
for everyone to enjoy their game.
There are golf clubs that are holding events in the next month.
Glenelg have their annual ‘Minda’ golf day on Tuesday 8th February, with entries closing 1st
February. Thaxted Park is the first Open day of the year and is to be held Thursday 17 th February,
entries close 10th February. Echunga’s Open Day is Monday 28th February, with entries closing 14th
February.
If you are interested see either Jenny, Lyn or Leonie plus check the folder downstairs.

Where does our water come from?
Three sources:
1. Captured rainfall (storm water), stored in dams on the course.
2. Bores, also stored separately in a dam on the course.
3. Mains water: Minimal mains water is used on the course proper for irrigation. Some of the
gardens use mains via drippers and some of the clubhouse gardens use mains water.
Storm Water:
We have recently reached a milestone with our storm water harvesting system. The three pump
sites that pump the water to our dams when available have been upgraded with remote access
and communication. This means that the three pumps can ‘talk’ to each other via modems,
allowing each to switch on only when needed, providing a much higher level of efficiency within
the system and ultimately a reduction in power usage. We can also interact with the pumps
remotely and will receive alarm messages when a problem is encountered.
There is a pump station in the drainage ‘catch drain’ that takes rainfall run-off and prevents it from
entering the Happy Valley Reservoir drinking water supply. The pump station has two pumps that
can be run separately and they will start automatically when water is available in the drain. The
water is pumped south underneath Chandler’s Hill Road and then through a reserve, ending up in
the Panalatinga Creek system, just east of the next pumping station near Ernest Crescent, half a
kilometre north west of our main entrance gate. There is a large pond system at this second site
that fills up and once above 90% capacity the pump will start to pump water to the golf course. At
this point the modem will send a signal back to the catch drain pumps to stop pumping, until the
level at the Ernest Crescent pond is below 60%, and so-on.
The water from Ernest Crescent is received into the large tank near the 10th hole (where all the
recent work has been done) and will then be pumped to either of the two large dams on the
southern side of the 6th hole. Again, there will be ‘talking’ between these two pumps maximising
efficiency. When the water is available there will be 45 litres per second flowing into the dams
from the pumps. In winter we aim to fill the two large dams and then allow the overflow from
those dams to fill the two smaller dams adjacent to the 2nd and 18th holes. The dam on the 4th
hole fills separately with run-off from Fraser Avenue. We can pump water from all three ‘oncourse' dams back to the large dam at the 6th hole and we do this as quickly as possible during
the summer months to reduce the surface area exposed to evaporation. In a normal year we will
lose around 25 megalitres (million litres) to evaporation.
Bores:
There are two bores on the course that can currently supply bore water and both are adjacent to
the main dam near the 6th hole, one to the north and one to the south. Both pump water directly
in to the ‘Turkey’s Nest’ dam, our second largest, situated in the southern-most part of the
property, adjoining the Equestrian Area. The water in this dam is used on fairways and is fed to
the irrigation pumps via the concrete holding tank near the 7th tee. The bore water is higher in salt
and bicarbonate than the storm water and this is why we keep it separate for use on the fairways
as the Santa Ana turf can handle the additional salt.
Flow from the two bores combined is around 4 litres per second and we usually start the pumps
during November or December, depending in the type of season being encountered. In some
years they will provide up to half of the water used on the course.

Usage:
Our average usage is 104 megalitres per year, combined storm and bore water. To achieve this
we need to source 129 megalitres due to the loss through evaporation from the dams and this is
achieved in most years, although not every year. In some of the drier years we need to ration the
available water, particularly on fairways.
Our ageing irrigation system has poor distribution efficiency. The planned new irrigation system
will have an efficiency coefficient of 95%+ meaning that there will be very little wastage of applied
water and the distribution will be much more even. This will result in better quality turf with the
same amount of water.
Conclusion:
While our club has struggled with water supply for its entire history we are very lucky to have the
current sources that supply our irrigation water. Many prudent decisions have been made within
the club over that time and we have been very lucky to have the support of the local Council and
government authorities such as SA Water.

Rob Millington
Golf Course Superintendent

From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie

Australian Junior Amateur Championship
Planning for this is well under way and to help make this a great success we are looking for
members to volunteer during the event.
Please refer to the article on our website for details.
If you can help please contact John Ward (Volunteer Co-ordinator), Peter Kennedy or myself.
Things to remember - For the good of all
No Buggies are allowed on tees at any time.
Buggies are not allowed to be pulled across any tee as a short cut. Walk around!
Repair all your pitch marks and divots! (Selfish if you don’t)
Vic Open Qualifier
I am sure we have all heard of Charlie Nobbs’ superb victory (he won by 10 shots), before
Christmas, at The Vic Junior Open. With it came a place in the Victorian Open Champs which
happen to be at the same venue as his victory, 13th Beach Golf Club in Barwon Heads.
I am sure it will be a great experience for him and maybe just a glance of what is to come in the
future.
Before this he travels to NSW to play in a couple of big amateur events there.
Safe travels and the best of luck to him.
A couple of Rules to be aware of and not break
Rule 10.2 Advice
During a round a player must not:
• Give advice to anyone in the competition who is playing on the course.
• Ask for advice, other than the player’s caddie.
This means: you cannot ask “what club have you got 7 or 8?”
You cannot ask “which way does this break?”
Penalty for breach of Rule 10.2: General Penalty (2 Shots)
Rule 8. Course Played as It Is Found.
8.1: Player’s Action’s That Improve Conditions Affecting the Stroke.
8.1a: Actions That Are Not Allowed
In part: Creating or eliminating holes, indentations or uneven surfaces.
This means you cannot repair uneven surfaces off the green that are on your line of play.
Penalty for breach of rule: General Penalty (2 shots)
I have witnessed all of these at our club recently. They are against the rules of golf and
are often broken. If you do this please stop. If you witness others doing it pull them up.
Monthly Medal Winners
Stephen Todd had a super 67 nett to win the January Medal and be the first to qualify for the
2022 Gold Medal. Well done to him and the members close behind him, Steve Bowden 67 (beaten
on a count back) and A grade winner Vin Pike with 68.
Our Mid Week Medal was won by Arthur Singer with a nett 66 on a count back from Sam Noble
and an up and coming young lady in Tegan Siekman. Tegan has managed to reduce her handicap
by approximately 20 shots recently. We look forward to her continued improvement and she will
soon be representing the club in the McMillan Shield.
Upcoming events
• The John Crosby Vardon: Sunday 8th February 2022
All the best and stay safe.

RULE of the month…explanation
…from John Ward

GOLF CARTS and THE CART COMPOUND
PARKED CARTS

Golf carts that are parked on the turfed area behind the 18th green are in the General Area and as
such, if a ball in play is obstructed by a golf cart the player may treat the cart as an Immovable
Obstruction and take free relief (See Rule 16.1). However, if the cart can be easily moved the ball
must be played as it lies (See Rule 15.2)
Under NO circumstances can relief be taken at the near-by Drop Zone.

CART COMPOUND

If a ball in play finds its way into the Cart Compound it is in a No Play Zone (as described in the
Local Rules) and relief MUST be taken without penalty at the Dropping Zone.

HOLE IN ONE…

Congratulations to

Steve Peake
Sunday 9th January
Steve scored a hole in one on the 14th.
It was a beautiful shot and there was much jubilation. It
wasn’t the first time for him, he’d had 3 before!

SPONSORS DAY…Wednesday 15th December, 2021

ADA Ham and Turkey Sponsors Day
Thank You…

More From Bernie…………………………………………

Club Sponsors……………
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Services

Hub Shopping Centre

Strazdins Painting
& Decorating

