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From the Manager’s Desk…booking issues, COVID, City of Onkaparinga grant funding,
new members, New Reciprocal Club.
Commercial Activities…Wednesday Sponsor Days, sponsorship opportunities, course
advertising.
From the Captain…Permanent Tee Bookings, Course Care, Hugh Bell and Captain’s
Trophies.
FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…rainfall, plovers, avoid water-logged areas.
RULE of the month…bunker washaways, removed red stakes, washaways in general
area.

A note from the President…David Schomburgk
As many members would be aware I have not been around the club much for the last 7 weeks
(but who is counting) due to a rather nasty knee injury incurred when I fell off the second bottom
rung of a ladder. This enforced absence from golf has been a timely reminder for me of just how
much I enjoy golf and the camaraderie that goes with being a member of such great golf club. It
has also reinforced the notion that each and every one of us should take care to look after
ourselves and avoid taking needless risks in life so that we can continue to enjoy life itself to the
fullest extent possible.
This extends to the need for all of us to maintain our vigilance in maintaining social distancing,
good hand hygiene (wash hands frequently and use hand sanitiser often) and remembering to
cough into your elbow etc. so that we keep on top of the Covid 19 virus. We have been extremely
fortunate here in South Australia and let’s all keep doing our bit to maintain that position. Should
you see another member inadvertently not adhering to the recommended protocols I encourage
you to politely remind them. Likewise if you are approached by another member and given a
polite reminder then please take that in the spirit it is intended and do not take offence. As
members of our club we should continue to all support each other in these difficult times.
The one thing that has kept me smiling during my time away from golf has of course been the
performance of the Mighty Power as they continue to sit atop the AFL Premiership ladder.
In the meantime I wish good golfing to all and hope to see you out on the course again soon

Main Club Sponsor…

From the Manager’s Desk………………Peter Kennedy
Booking issues
The Club is experiencing a growth phase in membership at present, which is leading to difficulty
for members, especially on Wednesdays and Saturdays, in getting a time in the vicinity of their
preference time.
The disturbing part is when 230 places are booked, and the field rarely exceeds 200, which means
there are players booking slots and not using them.
Stories are reaching this desk of…
---members booking spots with other member’s names until they find someone they like to fill
them,
---block bookings which are never completely filled by actual players on the day.
All of these things mean players are missing out every week and not enjoying their memberships.
These issues will be monitored closely, and if required, action against members will be taken.

This is not a pleasant subject, but neither is genuine members missing out on playing
by other member’s selfishness.

Covid19 changes
It seems to be such a changing environment that by the time you read this it has probably
changed again, hopefully for the better.
Lunches will be available on Fridays from Friday 17th and hopefully
dinner on Wednesdays and Lunch on Thursdays within the next few
weeks.
We are also going to expand the bistro into takeaway meals soon so please watch this space.
It is still important that everyone not relax and think it is all behind us as we are still getting visits
from the Council and Police, to ensure we are complying with current regulations.

Dinner Bookings
For those members who have been asking, I can
confirm that the dinner bookings are on an upward
trend at the moment, with nearly 250 evening meals
served in the most recent week ended.
Please make a booking (still required by law) and come
and use your birthday vouchers if you have recently
picked them up, (happy birthday to you) and enjoy
something from the Winter menu.

City of Onkaparinga grant funding
The club has been fortunate to receive grant funding from the City of Onkaparinga for the
installation of a permanent access ramp and handrails.
Mayor Erin Thompson advised the club recently of the success of the grant application, and works
will commence sometime around July.
Prior to this the club has been using a set of temporary access ramps, which had to be deployed
each time they were required, and a permanent solution was sought.
The club is exceedingly grateful to the City of Onkaparinga, and Mayor Erin Thompson for their
generous funding which will make our clubhouse a better site for members and visitors alike.

NEW APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
If you see or meet any of our new members then please
introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.
New members for June
Damian Coffey
Dylan Whan
Justin Chandler

Kym Blight
Max Boston
Nick Alvino

Paul Andrews
Shane Sinclair

New Reciprocal Club
Members will be pleased to know that the club is now fully reciprocal with Asquith Golf Club in
Sydney.
Asquith is known as The Best Value Golf Club on the North Shore, and has a growing reputation
for quality of both golf and hospitality. Set in bushland near Hornsby, just off the Mount Colah exit
of the Sydney to Newcastle expressway, the course offers eighteen challenging holes in very
picturesque surroundings. With over sixty years’ experience serving the golfing & social needs of
the local community, visitors will be rewarded with a very friendly & memorable experience.
Visit them online at www.asquithgolfclub.com.au of the Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/asquithgolfclub/

RULE of the month…explanation
…from John Ward

BUNKER WASHAWAYS
We have a Local Rule on the back of the Score Card (see Rule 16.1c) that allows players to take
free relief from washaways in bunkers. (Refer to the Local Rule on the back of the Score Card).
A washaway is defined as: - “a channel caused by water erosion”

This Local Rule can ONLY be applied for washaways IN A
BUNKER.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:
There is NO free relief from a rut or a washaway in the General Area.
From the 1st January 2019 there is no longer provision, or a local rule, that allows for a player to
take free relief from a washaway in the General Area.
As our golf course playing surfaces and conditions have improved over the last few years and
areas that previously were not turfed or grassed (e.g. the carries on the 2nd, 5th, 6th, 13th, 14thand
18th holes are now grassed) and with the carry on the 11th and 9th holes addressed in the Course
Strategic Plan, for completion as priority projects, it was decided that there was no longer a need
to retain a local rule for washaways in the General Area of the course.
There are areas on the course that may be subject to water surges during rain periods that are
predominately out of play, however, it was considered that the need to allow free relief from
washaways in these areas was no longer appropriate.
The Rules of Golf state: - “You should normally play the course as you find it and play your ball as
it lies.” If you can’t do this The Rules of Golf do allow for players to apply a number of options.
e.g. See Unplayable Ball: Rule 19 for the options available to the player.
For members that are now using the Scoring App. it may be advisable to always carry a score
card that has the Local Rules printed on it. As a suggestion the score card could probably be kept
inside your Rule Book in your golf bag for easy reference.

REMOVAL OF RED STAKES
(REFERENCE CAPTAIN’S UPDATE)
Recently our Captain, Mick Gibbie, advised through the Members’ News, that the red stakes in the
areas adjacent to and behind the 9th green, in front of the 10th tee and along the RHS of the 18th
fairway and behind the 18th green have all been removed in accordance with recommendations
contained within the Rules of Golf and that all these areas (previously designated Penalty Areas)
revert back to being part of the General Area of the golf course, therefore the ball must be played

as it lies.

As a consequence any water that accumulates in any of those abovementioned previously
designated Penalty Areas, as a result of the dams overflowing or any extraordinary rainfall events,
will be treated as Temporary Water and free relief may be taken in accordance with Rule 16.1:
Abnormal Course conditions (Temporary Water).
Furthermore, for the safety of players and the protection of the course’s infrastructure, the area
close to and adjacent to the tank and pump house on the 10th hole is now designated a “No Play
Zone”.
As in other areas on the course, green stakes will indicate the extent of this No Play Zone.
NOTE: - -In accordance with Rule 2.4 “No Play Zones”:
You are not permitted to play your ball from a No Play Zone and you must take free relief in
accordance under Rule 16.1b, c or d. You must also take free relief if the No Play Zone interferes
with your stance or area of intended swing.
REMINDER: - -The penalty for Playing Ball from a wrong place in breach of Rule 16.1 is the
General Penalty:Loss of Hole in Match Play and a two-stroke penalty in Stroke Play.

“Give Golf a Go”

The clinics were a while ago now, but these new girls are playing with our ladies occasionally to
improve their skills.

L to R: Melissa Brennan, Judy McCarthy, Sharon Moyle

From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie
Permanent Tee Bookings
• This issue has been floating around the club for some time and has been brought up by a
numbers of members. It has been duly considered by both the Match Committee and the
Committee of Management on a number of occasions.
• It will not be introduced.
• There was no support for it on either committee.
• All members at the Vines are equal. Whether you have been a member for 40 years or 4
months. Whether you are a Life Member, Captain of the club or member of a committee it
makes no difference. Everyone is equal.
• Yes, there is great demand for tee spots at the moment, meaning our membership
numbers are fantastic. And isn’t this great for the club!
• So, we are all in the same boat; scrambling for those tee spots when bookings open.
• Most importantly we still have plenty of spaces on our bookings sheets. Saturdays we have
240 available, have 220/225 bookings and normally have 200/210 players.
• Therefore, we may not always get the time we want, but there is always a spot for us.
• Also please remember to cancel your booking as early as possible to allow other members
to fill your spot. Booking sheets, on the Website, now close at 6 am on the playing

day, and any time after that you will need to ring the Golf Shop to pull out or
change your booking. Because of booking demand, we will be monitoring this, and
expect a ‘Please explain’ if you ignore this request.
Course Care
During the last few months we have seen a definite decline in the care we are showing for our
lovely golf course. At this time of year when the grass is not growing as much and divots take
so long to repair it is vital that we sand fill all of them, and any others we see. We also
need to ensure we repair all our pitch marks on the greens and smooth out the bunkers
we go into now that local Covid rule is no longer in play.
Hugh Bell and Captain’s Trophies
At the half way mark Tony Nobbs has a 2 shot lead over a rejuvenated Craig Rivett in the Hugh
Bell Trophy and they have a good lead over the rest of the field with Mark Inglis being the next
best, 7 shots further back.
Steve Bryan has played two tremendous stroke rounds of 68/69 net to be leading the Captain’s
Trophy by 1 shot over Tony Nobbs with the evergreen Vin Pike 2 further back. However with 12
players within 10 shots and with 2 rounds to play anything could happen. Hopefully the next
stroke round might be played on a slightly firmer course.
Monthly Medal Winners
Congratulations to our July Monthly Medal winners with some excellent scores in very tough
conditions.
• Saturday’s winner was Aaron Love with a score of 69 on a count back from Craig Rivett,
Greg Kemp and the in-form Tony Nobbs.
• Wednesday saw our VP of Finance, Greg Kemp win with a terrific score of net 65. Brad
Virgo (66) and Kian Rafie (67) could consider themselves unlucky after returning excellent
scores as well.

Tough Day?
Wednesday 24/6/20 was a wet and windy day and a tough day for golf and thus the scores
showed. Dave Ferraro won A Grade with 36 points and Colin Levy B Grade with 31! But was it
this tough? Bruce Watts returned a score of 1 point. Yes 1. I’m sure Bruce probably pulled out
at some stage but it still gave me a chuckle when I saw it.
Coming events.
• Pennant Challenge: Sunday 2nd August. Two teams of our Pennant players vying against
each other. 11 am kick off. BBQ before and drinks after.
• Men’s Foursomes: Sunday 30th August. 36 holes Honour board event. (Senior event as
well. Over 55). Line up your partners.

A Word from Commercial Activities Committee
One of the most important things you can say to anybody is thank you; unfortunately that simple
phrase is all too often forgotten. With that in mind, we have decided to resurrect one of our
wonderful old tee signs, give it a new skin and dedicate it to saying thank you to our many
sponsors. The upgraded sign will be located adjacent to the first tee and clearly visible from the
club house as well. We took this opportunity to save one of our much loved tee signs as well as
showing further appreciation to our sponsors. Once in place all our sponsors will be displayed on a
rotation basis and a little piece of our history will be preserved.
The Wednesday Sponsor Days are returning in August. We have been unable to host these
days for some time and in an effort to catch up, and to fulfill our obligations to sponsors, we will
be doubling up on a few occasions. That is holding two (or more) Sponsors Days in the coming
months. Our sponsors are primed and eagerly awaiting their day. One sponsor informed me
yesterday that he has 100 plus bottles of wine already in place and a very generous amount of
NTP dollars allocated. I won’t disclose this sponsors name but do suggest you don’t miss out.
The Commercial Activities Committee is always looking for new sponsors as well as new and better
ways to display our sponsors products and services. We have initiated advertising on club golf
carts (effectively a mobile bill board) and are in the process of upgrading the on course tee
signs. They have become a little tired over the years and need replacing. The first will be on the
10th tee advertising for Joe Maiorana and Harcourts Tagni, we would appreciate any feedback
from members regarding this and any other project. We try to get things right but may need some
help on the odd occasion.
Your golf club offers a unique opportunity for prospective sponsors to advertise their
products and services. Apart from signage on the course and in the club house, we now have
some 1300 members in all categories, offering prospects of good return for the advertising dollar.
We all have contact with a variety of businesses every day any one of which could benefit from a
sponsor association with our club. Please introduce us. It could well be beneficial to all.
Finally a thought to help us through those days when the ball just won’t do what it’s supposed to
do. “Golf is a game that can’t be won, it can only be played”
That’s all for now from Joe Maiorana, Don Johnson, Greg Kemp and Garry Merrick (VP)

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from VP-Women’s Committee…Lyn Cummings
Tuesday’s got back to some normality last week with everyone enjoying lunch in the ‘Garden
Room’. Fundraising started again with a raffle, Denise Walters did her ‘Joke of the Week’ and a
new idea of a sheet with golf rules on the table. There was much discussion of these over lunch
and Leonie Lindsay gave the answers at presentations. Not everybody got them right but it
highlights the need for everyone to check out the rules book occasionally.
During presentations our captain Kathryn Hender announced that Jenny Hirst has accepted the
role of Ladies Vice Captain for the next 18 months. We welcome Jenny onto the committee and
look forward to working with her.
Golf SA events are now able to be played. The first round of Laurel Wreath which is singles match
play commenced with some very close matches. July 21st sees the Shylie Rymil foursomes being
played with the top 8 pairs going through to play handicap matchplay in the Turnbull Salver. Good
luck ladies.
This month’s Monthly Medal winners are A Grade Ros Brunton Nett 70, B Grade Viv Dahl Nett
73, Enza Francavilla Nett 74 and 9 hole Lee Scovell Nett 33.

HOLE IN ONE…
Congratulations to

Cathy Hayward
14th hole
Tuesday 14th July, 2020

FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course)
June rainfall was 138mm and the yearly total so far is 463.5mm. At the same time last year
we received 307mm resulting in the unusually wet surface conditions at the moment.
This year is the earliest we have seen our dams full since the Turkey’s Nest dam came on line in
2007.
Unfortunately the excessively wet weather has resulted in the need for more cart bans on the
course. The Pro Shop has been very helpful with this issue and staff have been pro-active with
regard to contacting members and informing them in advance of pending bans. Please also check
the booking page for information of cart bans.
The Course is water logged but it is not possible to rope off all affected areas, so please, where
possible avoid, dark, damp, muddy, soft spots. Please also keep your buggies well clear of tees
and greens.
Our resident pair of Plovers have finally produced 3 chicks in the past few days. Their “nest”
was located on the LHS of the 9th carry, but the family appear to taken up residence on the 18th
carry. Please be careful when leaving the 18th tee and keep to the path whenever possible.
Apparently it is a good idea to travel in a group as well. Parent birds are very protective of their
chicks and if you get too close they will swoop and dive on intruders, use loud noises. This
behaviour is mostly bluff and actual contact attacks are rare. Or so my research says.
Our long-time resident Course mechanic Jim Hendrickx has retired as of last week. His
replacement Andrew Sekultich, a very experienced mechanic from Kooyonga Golf Club will start
with us on the 27th of July.
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.

Make sure you cancel

your golf booking as soon as

possible after becoming aware that you are not able to play on the
day or at the time of an existing booking.

Fill Any Divots You See
Please repair your pitch marks and divots plus any others you may see.
To those golfers who are hitting balls into the dam – please stop.

BE CAREFUL OUT THERE……..
Following the removal of the red penalty area
on the 18th we appear to have gone from one
hazard to another.
Recently spotted after the recent rain.
Golfers were shocked when they stumbled
upon this fearsome critter in the creek
between the 3rd tee & 18th Fairway.

Rule 16.2 “Relief from Abnormal Course
Conditions (Including Immovable
Obstructions), Dangerous Animal
Conditions” allows us to drop a ball in a
relief area based on the nearest point of
complete relief.

Thank goodness for that, but maybe get
the ball later.

Father & Son Cup…..…Family Pairs Cup
Father & Son Cup Winners

Ron & Jake Slaghekke

(Sunday 12th July)

Family Pairs/Spouses Cup Winners

Damien & Mary O’Hagan

From Bernie………………………………………………
At Wollongong University, there were four students taking chemistry and all of them
had an 'A' so far.
These four friends were so confident that the weekend before finals, they decided to
go to Sydney and visit some friends and have a big party.
They had a great time but, after all the partying, they slept all day Sunday and didn't
make it back to the Uni until late Monday morning.
Rather than taking the final then, they decided that after the final they would explain
to their professor why they missed it. They said that they visited friends, but on the
way back they had a flat tyre and found there was no spare in the car. As a result, they
missed the final.
The Professor agreed they could make up the final the next day. The guys were
excited and relieved. They studied that night for the exam. The next day the Professor
placed them in separate rooms and gave them a test booklet.
They quickly answered the first problem worth 5 points. Cool, they thought! Each one
in separate rooms thought this was going to be easy - then they turned the page.
On the second page was written:

For 95 points: Which tyre went flat?

Club Sponsors……………
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Services

Hub Shopping Centre

Southern Vales

Strazdins Painting
& Decorating

