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Board Meeting 22nd February notes
Blind Golf SA and Blind Golf Australia are seeking Volunteers to Caddy
COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…10th hole water tank, “drain cleaners”
WORD FROM THE GIRLS…Gala Day, Give Golf a Go and more
From the Captain…flags, winners, Matchplay Championships
RULE of the month…”how to get out of a bunker”
FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE CLUB…cash, meat raffle, spinning wheel…BE THERE
“The Caddy”

A note from the President…David Schomburgk

Another month has passed and time seems to be absolutely flying by with so many things
happening around the Club. In the last couple of weeks I have been fortunate enough to:
• Attend the Closing day for the Sunday Social Group and what a great job Pam Baverstock
does in organising this;
• Attend the Opening Day for the Women’s winter season where it was wonderful to see so
many our female members in attendance;
• Witness our junior teams continue to perform so well;
• See the squads for the upcoming Senior Pennant Season start to get down to serious
practice in readiness for the season ahead; and
• Attend the Long Term members event where we recognised a number of members who
have been with the club for 20, 30 and 40 years. The afternoon’s golfing event proved a
great success and congratulations to Paul Gregory and Brian Wise on their success. Thanks
also to those volunteers who helped by driving the drinks cart and ensuring all players
remained adequately ‘hydrated’ throughout the day with a special thanks also to Lion
Nathan for their sponsorship and support for the day.
Apart from the playing side of things, members would have seen:
• the beginnings of the changes to the carparking areas which will deliver us some much
needed extra parking spaces;
• the beginning of work on the new storage area for our fleet of electric carts;
• the removal of 2 very large trees at the back of the 18th green as part of the upgrade of the
entrance to the club;
• the appointment of a new manager of Hospitality ( congratulations to Payton);
• continued improvements to the practice range; and
• The new décor in the Garden Room.

Main Club Sponsor…

(A note from the President…continued)
We also expect the works on the pump shed on the 10th hole to finally get underway in the next
few weeks.
With all of these things happening there is a real buzz around the club at present. It is also
wonderful to see so many of our recent new members out playing on a regular basis and joining in
club activities. On the topic of membership I can advise that we are rapidly approaching the time
when we will reach a full membership for 7 day members. The Board is very conscious that we
cannot accept more members than we can offer the playing opportunities commensurate with
their category of membership. So if you know of anyone wanting to join the Vines Golf Club then
please encourage them to do so as soon as possible so that they do not miss out on the
opportunity to become a member of the ”Best Course and Club in the South”.
Recent rains have been timely and for this time of the year the course looks in as good a condition
as I can remember and I think that is being reflected in some of the great scores we have been
seeing over the last few weeks. Thanks again to Rob and his team on another job well done.
With the start of the AFL season due to get under way this week I would like to wish supporters of
all teams the very best for the season ahead, acknowledging of course that Port Adelaide are
looking very strong, albeit we are still in March.
Good Golfing to all

From the Manager’s Desk………Peter Kennedy
COVID

On the 23rd March it will be one year exactly since the clubhouse was closed for two and a half
months due to COVID, and the world of golf was changed forever.
Members played without flags, rakes, cards and competitions, had alcohol available sometimes
and sometimes not, same with food allowed and sometimes not, we played in twos, and threes
before finally fours again, but we continued to play one way or another.
There were “noodles” in the holes, scoring on an app on the phone, repeated directions to close
the course (we didn’t until the total lockdown in November) and yet as a club, we came out the
other side bigger and stronger than before.
We had people being angry, people being sad and people being more helpful and understanding
than ever before, and here we stand now quietly and cautiously confident, with a vaccine
becoming available in the near future.
I hope everyone will reflect on the past year and realise how “lucky” we were as a club.
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The car park reorganisation is continuing, following the establishment of charging points for
the club carts in the former staff parking area. The existing parking area will be extended at
the chipping green end and members should see some of this work in the near future which
will increase the number of spots available.
The Women’s Committee is looking at options to beautify the Garden Room and these are
nearing the stage of installation.
The project to move the honour boards has been delayed due to the great work in
attaching the existing boards to the wall when they were installed. Other options are now
being looked at as a consequence.
Several of the club’s gum trees are showing signs of severe distress and an arborist will be
called to investigate the cause.
Following a member’s suggestion there will be areas around the chipping green where the
grass will be lengthened to enable members to practice chipping from longer grass as well
as the current short grassed areas.
Further discussions were held regarding the new golf cart and motorised vehicle policy to
ensure all matters will be addressed.
The additional club golf cart fleet is being used extensively by members and visitors and
although still in early stages it appears to have been a good investment by the club.
The club is looking at better lights on the driveway and installing up lights for some of the
trees to provide a better first impression for members and guests entering at night.
Most of the new tee signs have been changed from grey borders to black for a better
appearance.
The Board is discussing options for a future large-scale replacement of the course watering
and sprinkler system.
Applications for the club’s advertised Hospitality Manager role have closed with a high
standard of applicants received.
The new telephone system has been ordered and once installed should provide members
with a more reliable telephone and club WiFi.

NEW APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
If you see or meet any of our new members then please
introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.

New members…
Jordan Atkinson
Joshua Beck
Richard Bower
Paul Brown
Ian Cook
Craig Greenwood

Darren Hoyland
Steven Hoyland
Mitchell Hutson
Nicholas Lawrence
William Lawrence
Ryan Norton

David Olsen
David Otto
Bryan Reynolds
Ben Salisbury
James Sires

Fill Any Divots You See

Blind Golf SA and Blind Golf Australia are seeking Volunteers to Caddy

for interstate entrants for Tournaments this May at the West Beach Patawalonga Course. Markers
will travel with playing groups to corroborate players scores.
All tournament dates and contact information are contained within the flyer below, and all
volunteers will be provided with lunch each day.
CONTACT Julie in the Office.

COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Chair…Course)
Repair of 10th Hole Water Tank.
Contractors have started to remove the damaged tank to enable its replacement to be built on
site. This work is expected to take about 3 weeks. During this period the access road to the club
will be restricted from time to time. Please be careful when using the entry roadway. Golfers using
the 10th tee are requested to assist, by giving way to vehicles, when possible. The tee position
may, from time to time, be moved forward to protect the workers at the site.
At the suggestion of Club member (Pete Redden) changes to practice chipping area
are now happening. Two sections of grass, either side of the bunker, are being allowed to grow
longer to further simulate course conditions. A very simple no cost addition to our practice facility.
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.

“The Drain Cleaners” at a recent working bee…thanks guys.

WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Lyn Cummings (Chair…Women’s Golf)
Tuesday 2nd March was our Opening Day with nearly 80 players playing 9 holes Stableford
competition followed by a meeting and introduction to our Winter competition.
Thanks to our President David Schomburgk for an informative talk and Manager Peter Kennedy for
his attendance. Captain, Kathryn Hender, highlighted the 2021 format and declared the Season
Open.
New Give Golf a Go Clinics have commenced with 6 very keen ladies being given instruction by
Brad from the Golf Shop. Thanks to Jenny Hirst for being on hand after the lessons.
Club Championship entry forms are now available. Qualifying rounds will be held on Tuesday
13th April and Thursday 15th April. The following week finals will be played. Entries close 6th April.
Our Gala Day is to be held on Thursday 29th April with Happy Valley Foodland once
again sponsoring our day. Pinehurst Foursomes is the format with a shotgun start at 8.30 am.
The cost is $25 for members and $35 for non-members. A trading table will be held on the day so
we look forward to any contributions you can donate to this cause.
If you have eaten or had a drink in The Garden Room recently you will have noticed 4 canvas
prints hanging on the back wall. The photos taken by member Andrew Emmett give the room a
much needed lift.
This week a 75” TV was installed on another wall. All of these items have been funded by the lady
members via raffles, Gala and Open Day trading tables and other fundraising events. Thankyou to
everyone.
This past month many members have played at other Club Open Days. They include Echunga
where Anne Binnie and Alison Emmett were winners in the net and Mary O’Hagan and Lyn
Cummings runner up in the Gross. Thaxted Park saw Leonie Lindsay and Carolyn Salisbury come
3rd. Ladies also played at South Lakes, Links Lady Bay and Flagstaff Hill.
Upcoming events are to be held at Aston Hills, Wirinna, Tea Tree Gully and West Lakes.

From Rob Neagle…

“Volunteers are not unpaid because they are worthless, it is
because they are priceless”

The numbers are thinning at the moment and some fresh blood would be great.
Please contact the office if you have some spare time to offer and what sort of things you
would like to try.

From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie
Red / Yellow Flags
These flags on four of our holes indicate where the hole is located on the green.
On the 1st, 11th and 14th holes our green staff will use the Red flag when the hole is on the front
third of the green and the Yellow flag on the back two thirds.
There is no change on the 4th green, with the Red flag indicating the hole is on the front tier and
the Yellow flag means it is on the back tier.
Monthly Medal Winners
Ian Ford has won the March Monthly Medal with a net 66 on a countback from Marc Fulton and
Stu Griffen. It was a hot scoring day with eighteen players shooting in the 60’s. Good to see Marc
return to some good form.
The Mid Week Medal was won by Brian Wise (68) from Rob Portlock and George Cleland (69).
Wiz was following up his win in the Long Term Members Day, with Paul Gregory, a couple of
weeks ago. Well done.
Merrick’s at it again!
Last Grapevine I reported that our Chair of Golf Operations had just shot his age in golf for the 3rd
time…….well he just did it again!
Mind you it was in a strange way. The report was his first tee shot went about 60 metres! And
there were three bogeys to start his round. He then went on to shoot 69 off the stick!
Well done Gaz, again.
Life Members Cup
I said it could be an exciting finish and I was right. With Garry Merrick pouring on the pressure
(see above story) with his great score and it would not have surprised anyone if he had won this
event. Terry Beeby had lead this event from the beginning, which was way back in the December
Medal and he performed magnificently with a nett 69 to win on by 3 shots.
Terry scores for the 4 summer stroke rounds were 69/65/75/69 = 278. Brilliant!
Well done and a deserved winner of this revived event.
The Gold Medal
The Gold Medal event is the Monthly Medal Winners from last year all playing for another new
trophy we have introduced.
Well Done to Brad Virgo who has won the first Gold Medal at our club with an excellent nett 69.
Check out the new trophy in the cabinet and steel yourself for a run at it next year. All you have
to do is win a Monthly Medal to get into the Gold Medal event and have a chance.
Matchplay Championships
The qualifying round is fast approaching on Saturday 27th March. We have had 64 entries so far
which is not too bad, but come on everyone and join the fun.
I am however disappointed with only 6 entries in the handicap event! This is the one that gives
everyone an even chance and with the great success of the Reynella Cup I would have thought
many more would like to be involved.
It is not too late to sign up. Just go the on booking page and click on your grade or the handicap
event.
Upcoming Events
• Pennant practice is continuing every Tuesday afternoon.
• The Vines Senior Cup. Monday 12th April. Men and Women’s event this year.
• Matchplay Championships. 18 hole qualifying on Saturday 27th March.

All the best

Winners of Long Term Members Day –

Paul Gregory and Brian Wise

RULE of the month…explanation
…from John Ward

QUESTION
One of our prospective new members, Ann Onimus, was experiencing extreme difficulty
playing shots out of bunkers on to the green and asked the following question.
“How do I get out of a bunker without having a double-digit score for that hole or
even worse having to pick up the ball from the bunker and effectively disqualifying
myself from the competition?”
Ann, who is a petite lady, felt that she didn’t have the strength to get her ball up and out of
some of the deeper bunkers around the course, and would prefer not to use the unplayable
ball rule, depending on which of the four options she uses, which would cost her either a
one stroke or a two stroke penalty (as described in Rule 19.3 and shown on the following
diagram on the same page 119 of the Rule Book) and she would still have to hit her next
shot either from in the bunker or over the bunker.
Of course, the first response would be for her to seek out one of our well credentialed
Professionals to try and resolve her innate fear of bunkers and help her with her bunker
shots. Notwithstanding this, there will always be other options, while out on the course, for
any player who becomes frustrated trying to hit their ball out of a bunker, particularly when
playing a Stroke round.
Ann asks,
“Can I use any club to hit the ball sideways, backwards or any other direction from a
bunker to a turfed area adjacent to the bunker which will provide me with the
opportunity to chip on to the green without incurring a penalty?”
The answer is:“Yes of course you can Ann, and the most logical club to use is a putter, provided the
lip of the bunker is not too high to putt over. In this situation you would hopefully
need only one shot to get out of the bunker and by using this strategy you would
avoid the risk of recording a large or double-digit score for the hole”.
Many players disqualify themselves from competitions because they become frustrated by
their inability to extricate their ball from a bunker, there is nothing in the rules that says that
they have to play out of a bunker with a sand wedge towards the green or the flag, the
player alone determines which direction they want to play and what club to use, so why not
play out sideways to a turfed area and play the next shot from a better position.
It has been stated many times that, “All you need to do is write the score on the card, it is
not necessary to draw a diagram.”

SPONSORS DAY…Wednesday 17th February, 2021
Thank You Strazdins Painting & Decorating

FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE CLUB
Hi everyone, good news, our Friday night cash jackpot draw has now reached $500
& if it is not won this Friday night (19th March) it will stay locked in at $500, we then start a
second draw at $25 & it will rise by $25 every Friday night, so now you will have 3 chances
to win cash, because we have a third draw that is won every Friday night by means of a
free ticket that we give you.
All you need to do, is be a member & be at the Club at 6:30pm Friday night to qualify.
We also have our usual 5 prizes in the meat raffle & also the spinning wheel, where you can
win from, $10 up to $50 cash on the spot.
The tickets for the meat raffle & spinning wheel are $5.00 per ticket, with 5 chances to win
on each ticket.
Come on down, bring your friends, book a table & have good time & a nice meal at a
reasonable price.

See you at the Club Friday night &
good luck to you.
(Richard Frost…Chairman Social Activities)

The Caddy
The Broadstairs experience

(from Garry Merrick)

(Episode one)

Broadstairs is a seaside town near Ramsgate on the channel coast of SE England that was
home for two weeks in 1981. Five of us had travelled to the UK for yet another attempt at
the British Open.
The Open was played at Royal St. Georges that year and my pre q course was Littlestone
Country Club and Broadstairs was convenient for both venues. We stayed in a guest house
and John, our host, couldn’t do enough for us. Nothing was too much trouble for John, and
he went out of his way to make our stay as enjoyable as possible.
He was a cricket fan and he and Pedro had many a discussion, dare I say argument, about
the relative strengths and weaknesses of the Australian and England cricket teams.
Thank god we had left Broadstairs before the debacle that was Headingly in 1981.
At night over a beer, or twenty, Pedro and John would talk endlessly about cricket. One
night John proudly produced his most prized possession, John Snow’s personally signed
autobiography. He offered Pedro the book to read on the condition that he takes good care
of this one of a kind treasure. Pedro promised to protect it with his life and began reading.
He was so taken by the contents that he and it were pretty much inseparable. He took this
book with him where ever he went.
It was a disaster just waiting to happen, and eventually it did. Pedro loved having a bath
and one night he decided to read said book whilst enjoying his bath. Pedro fell asleep in the
bath and drowned John Snow.
When he woke and discovered what he had done Pedro was devastated, he’d managed to
completely ruin the book and had let his new mate down by not protecting it as he had
promised.
But all was not lost, fortunately there was a used book depository down the road and as
luck would have it, they had a copy of this very same book.
Not personally autographed of course, but in almost identical condition to the soggy original.
Pedro was over the moon and reckoned that with some very careful penmanship he might
just get away with the impossible. So he purchased the book and after hours of studious
practice had John Snow’s signature down pat. He duplicated the inscription in the correct
place and was confident the ruse would pass scrutiny. He may well have gotten away with it
too had he bothered to use the same coloured ink. John Snow had used a blue biro, Pedro
used a black one.
That was my good mate all over; he never worried too much about detail.
Our host was understanding and I think he appreciated the effort Pedro had made to atone
for his midnight dip.

From Bernie………………………………………………

My wife apologised for the first time ever today.
She said she's sorry she ever married me.

Club Sponsors……………
Happy Valley

Pump Technology Services

Hub Shopping Centre

Strazdins Painting
& Decorating

