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In this edition… 
 FINANCE…quarterly update 

 FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…working bee, European wasps, 13th hole 

 From the Captain…matchplay championships, slow play 

 RULE of the month…hoses 

 Juniors…three good wins 

 A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…Give Golf a Go, pennants, Gala Day 

 

From the President & Manager…Rob Dowling & Matt Chesterman 

 
During the past month all sub-committee have reviewed their section of the  
2016-2020 Strategic Plan & this information will be now updated & consolidated by the 
Strategic Planning Committee.  It is vital to continually update our Strategic Plan to ensure that 
we are meeting our agreed goals & targets. 
 
On March 19th all Committee of Management & Sub-committee members will participate in an 
induction process which covers the following; 
 
 Constitution & By Laws 

 Policies & Procedures 

 Management Handbook 

 Strategic Plan 2016-2020 

 Organisation Structure 

 Board/Committee Code of Conduct 

 2016/17 Annual Report 

 
If we are to be a successful organisation it is essential to ensure that we are all working as part 
of a team.  Teamwork is an essential part of every successful mission to succeed. That‘s why it’s 
worth spending time strengthening relationships and clarifying our roles & responsibilities.  In 
other words, we are all working from the same page to improve our Club’s overall performance 
in all that we do. 
 

Main Club Sponsors… 

 
 

 

GGRRAAPPEEVVIINNEE 



(From the President & Manager…continued) 
 
In addition to the Induction Evening, all Committee of Management members, have completed 
an online training module as recommended by Golf Australia on the topic of Club Governance. 
From this exercise, we have been able to access various documentation that are based on best 
practice systems & procedures, and we will, as appropriate, adopt them for our Club. 
 

Keep an eye out for the entry forms for the Air Diffusion Legends Pro Am,  

This year to be held on Monday the 7th of May. 
 
We can report that our member numbers have continued to grow throughout the year, currently 
at 761. We expect this to continue as the Women’s Get Into Golf clinics have started and some 
new initiatives from the Membership Committee are implemented. 
 
At the time of writing this article we were informed that our Juniors are on top of the McMillan 
Shield table, leading Tea Tree Gully by 5 points. On Sunday 18th March our Juniors play Tea 
Tree Gully at Grange to determine the overall outcome for this year. If successful the Vines will 
have won the shield three years in a row. 
Irrespective of the result a big thank you must go to Wayne Corbett, Steve Krause & the 
Parents of our players, for their support this year. We also thank the sponsors & supporters of 
our Junior program. 
 
You will have noticed that the Club is now providing breakfasts & have recently erected a new 
advertising sign to promote this new initiative.  From the feedback received to date from those 
taking advantage of this service we are hoping it will be strongly supported by both Club 
members & the general public. 

 
 
The Club is pleased to announce that the SA BEST party & candidate for Hurtle Vale, Michael O'Brien, 
have committed $125,000 to the Club for the purpose of improving infrastructure to grow participation in 
the game and at the Club. The items that have been identified to achieve increase participation are a cart 
storage shed to enable more members to utilise golf cart transport and the upgrade of our range facility to 
include an all weather area and a hitting bay with state of the art shot monitoring technology. 

The funding offer will stand if Michael is elected to Hurtle Vale, and the item will be used by SA BEST as 
should they hold the balance of power and one of the two major parties are looking to form government 
with them. 

The funding offer has been endorsed by the Committee of Management and would accept it should the 
offer come to fruition. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

 Try our Bistro   
 

 

 

 
 

 



FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course) 

 

Working Bee        
Are you able to assist on Thursday 22nd March? - Please meet at the Clubhouse at 
9.00am. Work will continue until about 1.00pm. If you can spare some time during those hours, 
even for just an hour or two, your assistance would be greatly appreciated.  Ground staff will be 
cutting overhanging limbs in the tree line between fairways 13th 11th and 9th to make it safer for 
operating machinery in these areas. Volunteers will be required to move limbs to the chipper 
that will be moved gradually along the tree line. Ground staff will be operating all machinery. 
The wood chips produced will be captured by a truck hired for this purpose and greatly improve 
the productivity of the process. Please wear work clothes and bring a hat and gloves. As usual – 
many hands make light work. 

European Wasp                           
We have a European wasp problem on the course. They seem to be everywhere, but we haven't 
been able to locate any nests to date. We are trialling a baiting method using a product called 
Fipronil mixed into cat food. This concoction is in the white plastic drums located around the 
course. Please do not touch them. At the right concentration, the wasps will transfer the poison 
back to the nest and kill the queen. Hopefully this will destroy the wasps without having to find 
the nests in the ground. We have taken the appropriate precautions with regard to safety of 
other animals. The wasps have an attraction to meat, pet food and human foods, so please take 
precautions with all food and open drink containers while you are on the course. 
              
13th Hole Carry 
Work is well under way to improve this site. Irrigation has been installed to cover the new 25 
metre extended fairway section, with Santa Ana couch to be laid shortly. In addition, a single 
row of sprinkler heads has been installed back to the lady’s tee to give us the option to irrigate 
this section during the summer months. The path to the fairway has been reduced in length by 
about 20 metres and will also be grassed with Santa Ana. There was a suggestion that this path 
be shortened significantly, but this is not possible as the path forms part of the drainage in this 
section, ensuring that washaways do not occur in the future. 
 
Summer Grass (Crabgrass) 
We have been treating Summer Grass (Digitaria sanguinalis) in the surrounds and tees. This is 
why there is visible yellowing in those areas. Summer Grass is becoming a greater weed 
problem each year but we have noticed that our Poa annua program on the greens is reducing 
the incidence on the green surface due to the pre-emergent properties of the growth retardant 
being used. Spot spraying for a wide range of weeds has been carried out on all the greens in 
recent weeks, so some yellowing can be seen in various greens on the course. 
 
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au  The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your 
feedback on any issue that relates to the Course.  Heard a rumour that doesn’t sound right, 
and there are always plenty going around, send an email to the above address.  Have a 
suggestion or criticism, write to the above address. Any correspondence will be treated 
confidentially. We are looking for your feedback. 
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FINANCE…from Greg Kemp (Vice President, Finance) 
 

Update for Members on this Financial Year. 
  
The kitchen renovation has been successfully completed, although the discovery of asbestos 
and other problems caused a slight over-run on budget.  The last dining chairs should be 
received before this article hits the presses.  We now look forward to achieving the efficiencies 
of the new facilities in providing our usual great meals, and the upgraded decor in encouraging 
more diners and functions.  Overall, the numbers of meals served is already up on the same 
period last year, despite some very hot weather. 
  
The commencement of breakfasts on Friday, Saturday and Sunday mornings will provide us 
with a new income line, at minimal cost.  And I can personally recommend the quality of the 
breakfast 
  
Membership will commence a mid-year membership drive.  Matt is working on new initiatives 
to generate income from this area. 
  
All VP’s are maintaining good control over their expense lines. 
  
Members may be aware that Don Johnson has tendered his resignation from Finance 
Committee.  I thank Don for his work getting me up to speed. I am pleased to announce that 
Nigel Coles has agreed to join Committee.  Welcome Nigel. 
  
Finally, there was an error in our last Annual Report, where we commented that all three loans 
(Air2G2, Supervisor’s ute and kitchen renovation) were to be paid out of the Capital Levy. The 
Supervisor’s Ute is actually paid from General Revenue. The other two loans are paid from the 
Capital Levy.  The situation is correctly reflected in the financial reporting.  The Minutes will be 
formally corrected at the next AGM. 
   
    

                                                                                         greg  
 

 

   
 Try our Bistro, now 
serving breakfast Fri 
– Sun from 8am   
 

 

 



 

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Jan Shaw (VP Women’s Golf) 

Tuesday 6th March was our Opening Day to start the Women’s Special Competitions for 2018. 
I’d like to thank Rob Dowling and Matt Chesterman who addressed the meeting and provided an 
update on the strategic plans for club and course. Over 80 women attended the meeting. 
Achievements for 2017 and strategic goals for 2018 were handed out to members on the day. 
Thanks to Pam and Jan W for organising the raffle.  Together with the sale of golf clubs donated 
by Gwen Jacobs we raised more than $400 on the day. 
 
New Give Golf a Go Clinics on Thursdays and Saturdays have commenced in March with good 
numbers on both days.  Thanks to Angela Beaty and Kath Hender for coordinating the Saturday 
sessions and Jan Threadgold for coordinating the Thursday sessions. 
 
Once again Happy Valley Foodland will be sponsoring our Gala Day on Thursday 26th 
April.  So now is the time to start propagating your plants and planning what you’d like to 
contribute to our trading table. Gala Day is always a good fundraiser for the club. Bookings are 
now open for members who would like to bring guests from other clubs.  Bookings for Vines 
members will open on 10 April. The cost is $25 for club members and $30 for non-club members 
and includes a game of golf and two course meal. 
 
Thanks to Viv Dahl for organising a Club Advantage social golf day at the Mt Osmond Golf 
Course on Thursday 22nd March. These day have been a lot of fun with lunch and presentations 
afterwards.   
 
The women’s committee has started organising the Pennant Teams for 2018.  We have four 
teams entered this year (A4, Cleek, Hickory and Nomads). We are looking for more players for 
the Hickory and Nomads teams.  If you would like more information about what is involved 
please speak to the team managers (Pam Deacon and Jan Windows for Hickory: Bev Cross and 
Alison Emmett for Nomads). 
 

              

                              “ Give Golf a Go”…ladies with Steve     
 
  
   



               

From the Captain…Dean Nobbs 

 
The Club Matchplay championships are in full swing.  Congratulations to all the qualifiers 
and those that have progressed through to the quarter finals and semi-finals.  The Match 
Committee have made a change to the Final format.  Historically, the Final has been played over 
36 holes on a Sunday, however this year the Final will be played over 18 holes on a Saturday, 
with the Finalists teeing off in the first groups in the afternoon.  We encourage the morning field 
to head out onto the course after their round to watch the last 9 holes of the Final. 
 
I was listening to the Inside the Ropes podcast last week and the they were saying that our 
current handicap system is designed to have weekly winning scores of around 40 to 44 points.  I 
guess the system is working because our weekly winners are consistently racking up 40 to 44 
points. Scoring continues to be hot with Olivia Nobbs  (44 points), Peter Maslen (41 points), 
Alan Figg (Nett 67), Daniel Delbello (Nett 67), Michael Dutton (Nett 67), Steve Tanner (45 
points), Paul Rawling (43 points), Philip Blows (41 points), Paul Whitford (44 points) and Ryan 
Francis (42 points).  Two of our juniors Ryan Francis and Olivia Nobbs shot their best scores 
ever this month and are continuing to get better and better. 
 

Slow Play 
Paul Sutcliffe wrote an article in the March 2017 Grapevine, which I have used in this edition to 
reinforce the Club’s Ready Golf concept.   
Recently there has been a noticeable spate of slow play that has affected the enjoyment of 
players. Members will be aware that a policy of the Club is the system known as “Ready Golf”, a 
proven system used by most golf clubs around the country to reduce the time taken to complete 
a round.  
The rules are simply based around the need for individuals within the playing group, and the 
playing group as a whole, to follow the points listed below in competition play.  
On the Tee 
1. Honour on the tee is abolished. The shortist hitters in the group should tee off first. 
2. Any player of the group ready to play must do so as soon as the players ahead are safely out 
of range, to be followed by another player, who it is expected to be ready to tee off.   
On the Green 
3. Upon reaching the green, putting by individual players commences.  If the furthest player 
from the hole is not ready to putt (raking a bunker etc) then the next furthest from the hole 
should putt.  
4. If you are falling behind the group in front, then the first two players to hole out should move 
to the next tee and begin teeing off (if safe to do so), whilst the other two players putt out.  The 
flag, if not in use as a “sighter” of the hole, can be placed on the green’s surface to be replaced 
by the last two players putting out.  You can mark your card once the remaining two players in 
the group are teeing off. 
5. If the group ahead is in range then all players in the group should move briskly to the next 
tee without delay once all the group has putted out.   It goes without saying; moving to the ball 
once teed-off and watching another player’s ball is a necessary feature of playing in a 
competition event within a group, but being aware individually of the necessity to think of other 
groups behind and in front of your group will give all players a chance to enjoy the round. 
 
The Match Committee will be monitoring round times through the Club’s scoring system.  Please 
make sure that you get your cards entered into the system as soon as possible after your round 
so that we can monitor round times. 
 



 
 

RULE of the month…explanation                             

…from John Ward 
 

HOSES ON THE GOLF COURSE 

 
You may have noticed a number of hoses coiled up around the golf course. 
 
The green staff are trialling the removal of debris e.g. bark, leaves, gumnuts etc. by using a 
high pressure water blasting by using hoses instead of the portable air blowers (to avoid the 
noise early in the morning annoying our neighbours).  
 
As a result of this trial a number of hoses have been left coiled-up in various areas on the 
course. Some are placed in adjacent gardens and others in areas away from play in the rough or 
behind trees. 
 
This brings up the question of what the golfer can do if there is interference to play by a coiled 
hose. 
 
Effectively the hoses become Obstructions, and can be treated as either Movable Obstructions 
or Immovable Obstructions. 
 
The Definition states that:- 
“An obstruction is a movable obstruction if it may be moved without unreasonable effort, 
without unduly delaying play and without causing damage. Otherwise it is an immovable 
obstruction.” 
 
This statement is self-explanatory, the only request we make is that if a hose is moved 
please put it back in its original position after playing your shot. 
 
Essentially, if the hose is deemed to be a movable obstruction you must play the ball as it lies. If 
you need to lift your ball before moving the hose make sure you mark its position before you 
pick it up so that it can be replaced in its original position. 
 
(Be aware that gardens around the golf course are integral parts of the course and there is no 
relief from these gardens, so if your nearest point of relief is in the garden then you 
must play the ball from that position.) 
 
Of course, if the hose is deemed to be an immovable obstruction please ensure the correct 
procedures are undertaken. NOTE: there is no penalty for taking relief from an immovable 
obstruction. 
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Juniors…from Wayne Corbett 

2018 McMillan Shield 
Sunday 25th February saw our talented Juniors play round 4 of the 2018 McMillan Shield 
competition on their home course against the team from Royal Adelaide. 
 
Play commenced from the 1st tee on time and deep into the first 9 holes of play, it was clearly 
evident that our team was in for a tough game. Whilst played in good spirit, the quality of golf 
by both teams was exceptional, no quarter given, scores were very close and virtually fluctuated 
with the completion of each hole. 

 
Our team for the day was Ryan Francis, Charlie Nobbs, Alex Manton, Lachlan Sharp, Zoe 
Manton, Oscar McDonnell, Sam Carpenter. Cooper Arbon was our reserve player who 
played a practice match with Ollie Nobbs.  
 
Both Ryan and Zoe encountered tough opponents despite playing some great golf. Ryan’s 
opponent got the upper hand to record a 6/4 win after playing the course 1 under the card.  
Zoe was playing wonderful golf and making good scores but was struggling to overcome the 10 
shot advantage given to her opponent and, after 12 holes of play, was 5 down. 
As her group walked onto the 14th tee block she said to me that she needed a “hug” to cheer up 
and this was duly provided by my wife, Rose. From that point on, Zoe lit up her “afterburners” 
and put on a superb display of consistent and determined golf to the point that she was square 
after the 17th hole. Unfortunately, she tired but kept trying only to lose 1 down on the 18th. 
Charlie posted a composed 3/2 win, Alex posted another comfortable 5/3 win, Lachlan 
continued his great form to post a 2/1 win, Oscar, after playing some terrific shots, won 3/1 and 
Sam again posted a strong 5/4 win.   

 
This gave our team a fantastic 5/2 win after the very tense, exciting and closely fought 
game. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
On Sunday 4th March our Juniors travelled to the Thaxted Park Golf Club to play the team 
from The Grange. 
 
Members of this game were Ryan Francis, Boston Price, Louis Pretty, Charlie Nobbs 
(Captain), Lachlan Sharp, Oscar McDonnell, Sam Carpenter and Ollie Nobbs was our 
Reserve player. 
 
Our players persisted and continued applying pressure with some great shot making. Charlie 
and Boston posted solid 3/2 wins and then Ryan came in 2/1 in front. This gave the team 3 very 
good wins and left the four remaining matches being played out to the finish. 
Each of those matches still being played by Louis, Lachlan, Oscar and Sam went to the 18th hole 
which illustrates just how close the day’s competition was. Of course, this provided much 
anxiety for their team mates and those Vines members, parents and family friends watching the 
play unfold over those last few holes. 
Louis despite his great play, went down by 1 whilst Oscar held onto his 1 up lead over those 
final holes of play to record a great 1 up win for the team. Lachlan and Sam each squared their 
respective matches on the 18th which provided for more excitement for the supporting gallery.  

 
This gave the team an exciting 5/2 win over the strong team from Grange. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
Sunday 11th March saw our Juniors journey to the Royal Adelaide Golf Club and play that 
course for the very first time in their game against the team from West Lakes. 
 
Team members for this game were Boston Price, Louis Pretty, Charlie Nobbs (Capt), Alex 
Manton, Lachlan Sharp,  Zoe Manton, Oscar McDonnell and our reserve players were 
Sam Carpenter and Cooper Arbon. 

 
Play commenced from the first tee and conditions were quite warm with a strong, persistent 
gusty breeze making play quite difficult for all players. Scores in each individual match were 
fairly even through the first 9 holes of play with Boston 1 down, Louis and Charlie each 1 up, 
Alex 3 up, Lachlan 3 down and Oscar 2 up.  
The quality of golf played by our team was exceptional given the difficult conditions.  
However, the highlight of this game was the golf being played by Zoe Manton. It was just 
incredible and a pure delight to witness. Even though she was conceding several shots to her 
opponent, she still had to play out each hole and held an incredible lead of 9 up after 
her first 9 holes of play. She duly completed her match by also winning the 10th hole to 
record a majestic 10/8 win. This result meant that she had won each of her first 10 holes of 
play. 

 
Well into the back nine holes of play, scores in some of the individual matches began to get 
tighter. This added to the pressure and tension for those Club members, family members and 
friends who came along to support the team. Boston was staging a composed fight back with 
some great putting whilst Louis, Charlie and Alex were holding steady with reasonably 
comfortable leads. 

 
Lachlan was having a real entertaining tussle with his opponent. His score would fluctuate from 
3 down to square then back to 1 down again but he persisted and staged a fight back each time 
he was down. He eventually posted a great 1 up win in front of the entire team and supporters 
on the 18th. 
Boston’s persistence and steady golf was also paying dividends and he posted a 1 up win. Louis, 
after his close match, recorded a 2/1 win, Charlie rallied to score a 5/3 win, Alex won 3/1 and 
Oscar continued his rich vein of form to post yet another comfortable 5/3 win. Sam Carpenter 
and Cooper Arbon were able to play a practice match and totally enjoyed their first visit to Royal 
Adelaide. 

 
The final result was a strong 7/0 win for our team. An excellent outcome given the difficult 
conditions and this being the first time for ALL of our team to play the Royal Adelaide course. 
This result places our team on top of the table with 25.5 points and 5 points clear of Tea Tree 
Gully who are in second place. 

 
Our team will play the final round of this year’s McMillan Shield competition at The 
Grange Golf Club (West Course) on Sunday 18th March against Tea Tree Gully.” 

 

 Junior Golf Sponsor… 

 
       Old Reynella   

 

  

 

      

 

 

 

             

 

 

       



 

Steve Krause…Club Professional 

 
 
 

HOLE IN ONE on 14th 
 

 

      

 

Congratulations to 

Dean Knight 

15th of February 

Well done! 

 

 
 

from John Ford… 
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from Bernie…   
 

Why we love children .????. 
 

On the first day of school, a first grader handed his teacher a note from 

his mother. 

The note read,  

“The opinions expressed by this child are not necessarily those of his 

parents”. 

                    
 
 
While taking a routine vandalism report at an elementary school, a police officer was 
interrupted by a little girl about 6 years old. Looking up and down at the officer’s uniform, she 
asked, “Are you a cop? Yes” was the answer, while the officer continued writing the report. 
“My mother said if ever I needed help I should ask the police. Is that right?” 
“Yes, that’s right,” the officer told her. “Well, then,” she said as she extended her foot towards 
the officer, “Would you please tie my shoe?” 

                                                                                                    
 

A newly married man asked his wife, 'Would you have married me 

if my father hadn't left me a fortune?'  

'Honey,' the woman replied sweetly, 'I'd have married you, NO 

MATTER WHO LEFT YOU A FORTUNE!'  

 

 

REMINDER…don’t forget to cancel your golf booking if you are not 

going to play. Your cancellation will allow others to book in. 
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Club Sponsors… 
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