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In this edition… 
• FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…new tee block signs and more 

• Final Report on The Spiking and Dusting Trial Program for Greens 
• A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…lots happening here 

• From the Captain…Club, Mixed Foursomes & Mid-Amateur Championships 

 

From the President & Manager…Rob Dowling & Matt Chesterman 
Constitution Review 
Following the discussion with those members who had responded to the initial draft, the 
Committee of Management have made several amendments to the draft Constitution and aim to 
have this important document circulated to members early next year. 
 
We are aiming to have a Special General Meeting late February early March to formally adopt the 
new Constitution of our Club.  
 
Pro-Shop Prize Accounts 
We are expecting that the automation of Golf Prizes being loaded onto Pro-Shop accounts will be 
live by week beginning the 29th of October. From this time the Club will revert to the previous 
system of winnings from Golf Events only being redeemable in the Golf Shop. Details will be 
provided on the Members section of the Website once the processes are finalized. 
 
Member Accounts & Benefits (repeated from September Newsletter, update to Members House 
Accounts) 
While the exact details and introductory dates are yet to be determined, we’d like to take this 
opportunity to explain some direct benefits the members will receive with the new point of sale 
system. 
 
Rewards – Rather than requiring members to place funds on a card in order to receive a 10% 
bonus, members will be rewarded for the spend that they make at the Club, no matter the payment 
method. Points will accumulate based on purchases at the Bar and in the Golf Shop and will be 
able to be redeemed on goods in both areas. All in all, rewarding those members who support their 
Club. 
 

 

Main Club Sponsors… 

 

 
 



(From the President & Manager…continued) 
 
Members Pricing – The introduction of Member pricing will allow the Club to return greater value to 
the Members across all categories. The pricing will apply on Food, Beverage & Retail Items, while 
maximizing the profit that is achievable from the general public & outside functions. 
 
Membership Cards – The current ‘House Credits’ card will be replaced with a ‘Membership Card’ 
which will be part of your identity at the Club. The Card will come in multiple convenient formats 
and will be required to activate Members Pricing and to accumulate rewards. The exact details of 
card use will be published when the cards are released 
 
Members House Accounts – This has now taken place and funds have been transferred to the 
new system. Members will note that they can now view their balance once they log in to the 
Members section of the Website. Management thanks members for their patience for any hiccups 
that may have occurred. 
 
Clubhouse Bookings 
November is going to be a very busy month in and around the Clubhouse with a variety of 
bookings & events.  Of note are; 
 

• Tuesday 6th Melbourne Cup Day Golf & Luncheon 

• Wednesday 7th Australian Mid Amateur Championships 

• Thursday 8th Australian Mid Amateur Championships 

• Friday 9th Australian Mid Amateur Championships 

• Saturday 24th Wedding & reception 

 
Annual General Meeting 
Please note that the 2017/18 Annual General Meeting will be held at the Club on Monday 26th 
November at 7.30pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOKED OUT!  BOOKED OUT! 
 

IF YOU HAVE BOOKED FOR THE MELBOURNE  CUP,  
PLEASE PAY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

WE HAVE A WAIT LIST 
  



 

A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Jan Shaw (VP Women’s Golf) 

The Golf SA Open Day held on Thursday 4th October attracted 104 players from 17 clubs 
including Blackwood, Echunga, Glenelg, Flagstaff Hill, Heritage Golf and Country Club in Victoria, 
Links Lady Bay, Marion Park, Mount Barker, North Adelaide, Royal Adelaide, South Lakes, 
Tanunda, Tee Tree Gully, Thaxted Park, West Lakes, Willunga and of course The Vines. A special 
thank you to our bunker-rakers who helped speed up play.  I’d also like to thank everyone who 
helped with the flowers, raffle, trading table and contributed to the overall success of the day. 
After expenses we raised over $1800.  From this we give a donation of $400 to Golf SA to assist in 
junior golf development. 
 

Our competition on the 9th October was the annual Allen Jewellers Day sponsored 

by Graeme Eckert.  Graeme presented vouchers to the winners of A, B, C and 9 holers plus 
nearest the pin for each grade on Tuesday 23rd October. 
 
On Thursday 11th October we played Thaxted Park at Thaxted Park for the annual Marthax 
Shield competition.  Thaxted Park won with an average score of 32.4 points compared to 30.8 
points for the Vines. 19 players represented the Vines with Mary O’Hagan the standout player with 
39 stableford points. 
 
Give Golf A Go clinics commenced on Thursday 18th October with 10 women in attendance.   
Even though it was lightly raining for the whole session the women were very enthusiastic and 
enjoyed the after golf 19th hole.  Thanks to Dylan for his professional advice and guidance.  Kath 
Hender, Pam Deacon and Jan Threadgold will be supporting the group over the 4 weeks.   
 

 
 
 
 
Closing Day will be held on Tuesday 20th November. The plan is for a 9 hole shotgun competition 
to be held commencing at 8.00am with presentations immediately after.  Everyone is welcome to 
stay for lunch and celebrate with the trophy winners. 
 
The week after on the 27th November we are planning a Christmas Ham and Turkey Ambrose 
Competition.  Further details will be in the next Grapevine. 
 
The Women’s Christmas Party will be on Tuesday 4th December commencing with breakfast, 
then a fun 9 hole competition followed by lunch. The theme for the dress up this year is “This is 
what I was wearing when the ship went down!” Further information about the golf format 
and menu for the day will be sent out to all women members in mid-November. Everyone is 
encouraged to get their acts organised for this fun day.   
 
    
 



 

 
FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course) 
 
New Greens Process – The Spiking and Dusting Trial Program. The trial has been running 
for two years and has now reached its conclusion. Please refer to Rob Millington’s report published 
in this edition of the Grapevine for full details. The Committee of Management at its last meeting 
approved the adoption of this process as standard practice.  Rob’s report does contain some 
photos but they are very hard to interpret in black and white. Please go to the notice board near 
the ProShop, or the website, to see them in colour. 

 
Our greens have never been in a better condition – “firm, true and fast”, with the added benefit to 
our members of not having to deal with half yearly coring and sanding.  Rob also advised that he 
sees no “Horticultural” reason for having to replace any of our greens due to the process that is 
now in place. The cost of replacing a green can be substantial, in the vicinity of $30,000 to 
$50,000. 

 
Rob Millington is to be highly congratulated for having introduced this process and is a very 
positive outcome for the Club and its members. 
 

Masked Lapwing – or Plover. A nesting pair have taken up residence well behind the 6th green, 
near the dead pine tree. The area that contains their nest is roped off.   Please keep well clear of 
this area. Google advised:  Both sexes share the building of the nest, which is a simple scrape in 
the ground away from ground cover. This nest is often placed in inappropriate locations, such as 
school playing fields or the roofs of buildings. Both sexes also incubate the eggs and care for the 
young birds. The young birds are born with a full covering of down and are able to leave the nest 
and feed themselves a few hours after hatching.  

The Masked Lapwing is notorious for its defense of its nesting site. This is particularly the case 
after the chicks have hatched. Adults will dive on intruders, or act as though they have a broken 
wing in an attempt to lure the intruder away from the nest Please stay well away from this 
area as the chicks will be hatching soon. 
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Tee Block Signs. Our current signs are becoming increasingly dilapidated, with 
most of the information provided being outdated.  As the cost of updating the 
signs is several thousand dollars, alternatives have been investigated.  The 
Committee of Management has now approved their replacement at a fraction of 
the original repair cost.  The new signs will consist of a “permapine” sleeper 
imbedded in the ground within a metal sleeve to allow easy removal by ground 
staff. Height above ground is about 80 cm. A plastic plate (heritage green) is then 
attached detailing hole number, tee distances, Par and Vines logo all in gold print.  
The plastic plate can be easily replaced for whatever reason for under $30. 

The hole index has been omitted as this can change from time to time and is also printed on each 
scorecard. The new signs are currently in production and will be rolled out over the next few 
months. The current directional signs on the course will also be replaced with the same style. 

Patchy Tee Blocks. The effects of the recent application of Tribute (a Poa treatment) to the 
couch tees is very apparent, with significant yellowing of the Poa. Fertilizer has now been applied 
that will help the couch cover the surface as the Poa dies out.  

The drainage work at the front of the 1st tee has been started. This work is part of the 
Strategic Plan and is designed to eliminate the boggy conditions during winter. The hard part is 
done with the replacement of the drain under the main path. The remaining work will require 
trenches to be dug in front of the tee block and will therefore need to be done on days without 
any competition golf.   Please be aware that tee markers will need to be placed on the fairway 
while staff are working on the drains. 

The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates 
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to 
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au  Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.  
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Final Report on The Spiking and Dusting Trial Program for Greens 
 

Introduction: 
The aim of the program was to alter the maintenance practices on the greens to enhance the 
firmness and trueness of the putting surfaces throughout the year, while removing the 
inconvenience of major coring renovations twice yearly. The program consists of spiking done 
every three weeks, dusting done weekly during the growing season and use of the Air2G2 
machine to de-compact and help aerate the sub-surface profiles. The program started in October, 
2016. 
Results: 
1. The greens have firmed significantly and putts run much truer than when the trial started 

two years ago. During Winter of 2017 there was a period of softening for about one month but 

there was no softening evident during Winter of 2018, and the greens are currently firm, true and 

fast. 

2. All greens have remained healthy throughout the trial period. We have seen an 

improvement in water infiltration in both Winter and Summer conditions. Water logging during 

Winter is not an issue anymore and localised dry spot during Summer has reduced significantly 

(this is evident in the minimal hand watering required). The profile sampling taken over the 

duration of the trial has shown definite improvement as discussed in point 3. The turf density has 

increased while the leaf size has reduced. Again, this aids in producing truer surfaces regarding 

putting. 

3. Profile sampling is showing that there is a steady change occurring in the thatch / mat 

within 25mm of the surface. The weekly dusting is helping to dilute the dense thatch near the 

surface. This aids in the firmness but allows easier passage of air and water between the surface 

and the root zone. There has been a steady reduction of the deep black layer below the reach of 

traditional aeration methods, but the regular use of the Air2G2 can reach these depths and 

maintain good aeration. On both greens sampled the July 2016 sample has significant black layer 

that shows the presence of anaerobic conditions. Anaerobic microbial activity produces sulphide 

gases that are toxic to plants. In both September 2018 samples there is no sign of any black layer, 

which is even more significant considering the time of year. Black layer would be more likely 

nearing the end of the Winter season. In both sets of photographs it is very evident that the 

pronounced layering has reduced significantly over the two years. I believe that the combination 

of spiking and the enhanced microbial activity is helping to achieve this.  

 

3rd Green 

           July 2016   June 2017  Jan 2018  Sept 2018 

              
 

 



 

 

 

16th Green 
            July 2016  June 2017           Jan 2018        Sept 2018 

               
 

 

4. We have seen an increase in Silver Thread Moss in the greens over the duration of the trial. 

This moss has always been present in small patches on some greens, but has increased 

significantly under the trial conditions. I think one reason for this is that moss doesn't like to be 

top dressed, and even though we are dusting regularly, the conditions are obviously more 

favourable. We have been trialling products to control the moss with some success and I feel that 

we are on track to gain control. Incorporating regular grooming and possibly some mini-coring is 

likely to help with control as well. 

 

Cost of the Program: 

The materials cost for this program is quite low and would compare on an equal footing with the 
more traditional twice yearly renovation. We are spending a little more on tynes for machinery but 
this is minimal.  
I feel the biggest factor regarding cost is the labour that has been allocated to this program, some 
950 hours over the two years, or 475 hours per year. A good investment in my mind, but 
significant none the less. 
 
My recommendation: 
I believe this program has not only improved the greens, but has given our Club a winning edge 
for our members. The greens are true, firm and significantly more consistent throughout the 
course, but also throughout the year. Our members can play the greens all year without the 
inconvenience of major renovations. 
While there is an investment of time by the course staff, I'm confident that there is a trade-off in 
benefits with other aspects of the job, such as irrigation, fungal incidence, staff morale, etc.  
I recommend to the Course Committee that we make this program permanent. 
 
 

Rob Millington   
Golf Course Superintendent. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Captain…Dean Nobbs 

Men’s Club Championships Update 
Round 2 of the Men’s Club Championships have been completed.  Round 1 saw some low scores 
across all grades, however Round 2 proved more challenging and the scores were notably 
higher.  The top three leaders in each category are: 
A Grade – James Percey (147), Alex Curtin (149) and Brendan Fisher (152). 
B Grade – Rod Gorton (171), Greg Robson (174) and Peter Francis (175). 
C Grade – Rohan Haslam (183), Brian Wise (187) and Mark Ruwoldt (188). 
Veterans – Alan Fulton (155), Kym Briggs (163) and Gary Coombe (163). 
Super Veterans – Nigel Coles (164), Laurie Mclaughlin (164) and Tony Fagg (166). 
Juniors – James Percey (147), Jordan Percey (161) and Ryan Francis (162). 
 
Remember to check the website for the leader board in each category.  Don’t forget to check the 
Nett categories.  With two rounds to go and some potentially wet weather this Saturday, anything 
could happen! 
 
 

HOLE IN ONE on 10th 
    on Saturday 20th October 

 

      

 
Jordan Percey Aces the 10th 
Congratulations Jordy!  Jordy had a hole in 
one on the 10th on Saturday.  If you are still 
trying to find your elusive first hole in one 
then you may want to speak to our 
juniors.  That’s two hole in ones in as many 
months from our juniors. 

 

 

 
Australian Mid Amateur Championships 
The first of three rounds of the Australian Mid-Amateur Championships kicks off on Wednesday 7th 
November and concludes on Friday 9th November.  Golf Australia will be running the event.  John 
Ward has been doing a great job for Golf Australia, rounding up volunteers for the event.  Thank 
you to everyone that has volunteered their time for the event.  The course is starting to look great 
thanks to Rob Millington and his team. 
 
Mixed Foursomes Championships 
The first round of the Mixed Foursomes Championships will be played on Sunday 18th November 
and the final round will be played on 25th November.  If you are interested in playing, but don’t 
have a partner please e-mail Matthew Chesterman manager@vinesgolfclub.com.au and we will 
endeavour to pair you up. 
 
Rules Changes 
The Club will be disseminating information, over the next two months, on rule changes that come 
into effect on the 1 January 2019.  Please check the Club’s web site for information relating to 
rules changes. 
 
Monthly Medal Winner 
The Match Committee recently modified the distribution of prizes for the Monthly Medal.  There 
will now be only one Monthly Medal winner across all grades.  Congratulations to Rod Gorton who 
won the Monthly Medal with a Nett 65.  Rod was presented with a Vines ball marker on Saturday 
and $100 to be spent in the Pro Shop. 
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RULE of the month…explanation                             

…from John Ward 
 
 

     

   

NEW PLAYER’S EDITION  

of the Rules of Golf 

(Effective January 2019) 
 
 

 
The office has copies of the Rules of Golf 
available for all members. Be sure to get your 
copy so that you will be up to date with the 
changes that become effective from 1st 
January 2019. 
 

 
Even though the number of rules have been reduced from thirty four to twenty four most of them 
remain the same, some have been rationalised and amalgamated with others and a more readable 
and understandable language has been adopted. 
The most significant adjustments made include:- 

• Dropping procedure 

• Measuring in taking relief 

• Removing the penalty for a double hit 

• Elimination or reduction of “ball moved” penalties 

• Relaxed putting green rules 

• Relaxed rules for “penalty areas” (currently called “water hazards”) 

• Relaxed bunker rules 

• Pace-of-play support 

 

There are also 30 short videos available on the Golf Australia website “how-to-apply” the new 
rules, including a summary of the principal changes. 
 
Nobody is more excited to get his copy of the new Rule Book than Lew. 
He can’t believe how easy the Rules are to find and as there are pictures (and in colour as well) 
this will help him no end to stop pestering his playing partners. 
 

BE PREPARED FOR THE RULE CHANGES FROM 1ST JANUARY 2019 
NOT BEFORE 
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From John Ford…                       

A golfer, now into his golden years, had a lifelong ambition to 

play the 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Vedre , Florida , 

exactly the way the pros do it. 

             

The pros drive the ball out over the water onto the small green that is on a small spit of land. It 
was something the golfer had tried hundreds of times without success. His ball had always fallen 
short, into the water. 

Because of this, he never used a new ball on this particular hole.  He always picked out one that 
had a cut or a nick, as did many other "average" golfers when negotiating very challenging holes. 

Recently he went to Sawgrass to try again. 

When he came to the fateful hole, he teed up an old, cut ball as usual, and said a silent 
prayer.  However, before he could hit the ball, a powerful voice from above seemed to be 
booming out from the clouds, saying, 

"Wait! Replace that old ball with a brand new one, a Titleist ProV1 if you have it." 

The golfer complied, with some slight misgivings, despite the fact that this same force seemed to 
be implying that he was going to finally achieve his lifelong ambition. 

As he stepped up to the tee once more, the voice came down again, "Wait.  Step back.  Take a 
practice swing." 

So he stepped back and took a practice swing, certain now that this heavenly force was going to 
make his dream come true. 

The voice boomed out again, "Take another practice swing." 

Dutifully, he did.  He stopped expectantly and waited; a long silence followed. 

Then, the voice again, "Use the old ball."-- 
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If you are going to throw a club, it is important to throw it ahead of you, down 
the fairway, so you don't have to waste energy going back to pick it up.  
                -- Tommy Bolt  

 

The No.#1 Golf rule you MUST follow:  take the car keys out of your golf 
bag before you throw it into the dam. 

 
 

I don't say my golf game is bad, but if I grew tomatoes they'd come up sliced.  
                -- Arnold Palmer  

 
 

Husband to wife, “Today is a fine day.”  

Next day he says, “Today is a fine day.”  

Again next day, he says same thing, “Today is a fine day.”  

Finally, after a week, the wife can’t take it and asks her husband, 

“Since last week, you have been saying, ‘Today is a fine day’. I am 

fed up. What is the matter?” 

Husband, “Last week when we had an argument, you said, ‘I will 

leave you one fine day.’ I was just trying to remind you . . . ” 

 

Catholic Dog 

 

Muldoon lived alone in the Irish countryside with only a pet 
dog for company.   
One day the dog died, and Muldoon went to the parish 
priest and asked,  'Father, my dog is dead. Could ya' be 
sayin’ a mass for the poor creature?'  
 
Father Patrick replied, 'I'm afraid not. We cannot have 
services for an animal in the church. But there are some 
Baptists down the lane, and there's no tellin' what they 
believe. Maybe they'll do something for the creature.'  

Muldoon said, 'I'll go right away Father. Do ya' think $5,000 is enough to donate to 
them for the service?' 
 
Father Patrick exclaimed, 'Sweet Mary, Mother of Jesus!  
 
Why didn't ya’ tell me the dog was Catholic?  
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Club Sponsors… 
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