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From the Manager’s Desk…CoM meeting notes 
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COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…Major Stormwater Harvesting System Upgrade 
From the Captain…Championships, NTP, rules, etc…have a read 
A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…Championships, pics, Open Day and more 

 

A note from the President…David Schomburgk 

 
Spring is now well and truly with us and I am sure that most of you will agree that it is so good to 
feel that warmth of the sun coming through after the recent cold weather.  The course is also 
appreciating the change in weather and is looking an absolute picture which is appropriate as we 
head into our Club Championships for the men and women. 
  
October is also the start of our new membership year and while it is extremely pleasing to see 
the number of members who are continuing on this year it is also sad to say goodbye to a number 
of members who are moving on for a range of reasons including work commitments, age, ill 
health and financial impacts arising from Covid 19. These people along with all other past 
members will always be welcome back at the club and we thank them for their contributions to 
our club during their time with us. 
 
Nationally there has been an increase in the number of people who are now regular players and 
members of golf clubs and we here at The Vines have had a similar experience.  Our course is also 
being recognised more widely as a preferred golfing destination and this has resulted in further 
interest in new memberships.  
With the number of new members joining our club overtaking the number who have left it is 
important that we make every effort to ensure everyone has the opportunity to play on the days 
allowed by their membership category.  The Committee of management is monitoring this 
situation and should we reach a maximum amount of members in any particular category then we 
will temporarily close new applications for that category and create a waiting list for that form of 
membership.   
Obviously not everyone will be able to get exactly the time they want each week / day 
but everyone will have the opportunity to have a game at some time on the nominated day with 
the possible exclusion of any special events.   
 
 

Main Club Sponsor… 

 
 

 



(A note from the President…continued) 
 
In fairness to all of our fellow members I would ask that if you have a booking and become aware 
that you are unable to play at the nominated time then please cancel your booking as 
soon as possible and do not leave it until the last minute to do so. Leaving it to the last 
minute has the potential to needlessly deny a fellow member the opportunity to play at a 
preferred time.  The old saying of ‘do unto others as you would have them do unto you’ would 
seem appropriate. 
 
It has been interesting to note the number of people from other clubs using their Club Advantage 
card to play at our course over the last week or so mainly due to the fact their own greens are 
going through the “coring and sanding” process.  That reminds me of how fortunate we are to 
have the plant, equipment and staff who can carry out maintenance on our greens with minimal 
interruption to our regular play. Another pat on the back for Rob and his team.  
 
Qualifying rounds of the Club Championships are now well underway and I would like to wish 
all players the best as they attempt to overcome the challenges put forward by “playing off the 
Blacks” – certainly makes the course play a little differently for those of us on higher handicaps. 
 
Twilight Golf has also resumed and I encourage anyone who is interested to come out on a 
Thursday afternoon and consider staying on for a meal afterwards or perhaps just a quiet drink 
while conducting the almost mandatory after round   ‘post- mortem’ with your playing partners. 
 
The Ladies continue to be busy and it is pleasing to see that the upcoming ‘Give Golf a Go’ 
series is already fully booked. It really is encouraging to see the number of new females becoming 
interested in golf and our ladies certainly do a great job in making all newcomers feel welcome to 
the Club.  
 
Finally please note that I am writing this article on the eve of the AFL Preliminary Final  and I am 
sure (?) that all members will join me in wishing the Power all the best for the game against 
Richmond and hopefully next Saturday in the Grand Final. 
 
Good Golfing to all 
 
 
 
 

From the Manager’s Desk………………Peter Kennedy 

Grapevine CoM meeting notes 
• Options are currently being explored to increase the capacity of the car park.  
• There has been a return of range balls and buckets recorded which is a step in the right 

direction following the recent story regarding the numbers missing. 
• The club will investigate better lighting for the driveway and course side of the clubhouse. 
• Builders have visited the site to provide quotes for the refurbishment of all clubhouse toilet 

facilities after feedback in the member survey. 
• A new cart storage and charging facility is being investigated as part of this year’s projects 

as well as a new entrance pathway to the course from the car park. 
• Work on current stage of practice range upgrade has now been completed with the 

installation of both practice mats and netting between. 
• Current sponsor signs on the course are being updated gradually with some new sponsors 

coming on board for the year. 
• Friday night draws have recommenced and are going well. 

 

 



FAMILY “NOBBS” RUN AMOK… 
Monthly Medal Day on Saturday 10th October produced a full house for the Nobbs. 
All five family members starred and collected. 
 
The youngest member Ollie, 1st in C Grade received $60, but also won the big prize, the monthly 
medal polo with a nett score of 67. 
Tony with a nett 70 (3rd in A Grade) collected $35. 
Jennifer was 4th in C Grade with a nett 71 and $25. 
Bringing up the rear… 
Uncle Dean, nett 70, $5…and Charlie, nett 70, $5. 
 
 
           Well done 

 Uncle Dean 

 

     NEW APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP  

 

 
If you see or meet any of our new members then please 
introduce yourself and make them feel welcome. 

New members for September 
Anthony Steele 
Corey Fiebig 
Daniel McIvor 
Geoff McLean 
Ian Miller 

Darren Marks 
Kevin Badger 
Michael Bromham 
Nicholas Fergusson 

 

Peter Averay 
Phillip Read 
Richard Cox 
Roger Porter 
Shaun Fergusson 

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE…FRIDAY NIGHT CASH JACKPOT  
 

Hello Everybody,  
We have an exciting raffle for you all leading into Christmas with three great prizes 
There will be… 
Two GREAT Christmas hampers  
and 

 

And the BIG prize   
being a week’s hire of a 10 birth Murray River House Boat out of 
Renmark.  
Tickets will be $2 each or a book of 5 for $10. 
Drawn on Sunday 20th December after the Social Christmas 
Ambrose Competition.  
Look out for tickets at bar soon!  

On Friday nights we have the normal cash jackpot draw which is getting 
very close to $500.  
To be the lucky winner you must be in or around the Clubhouse.  
We also have the Meat Raffle & Spinning Wheel where you can win up to 
$50 if you are lucky. 
 
See you on Friday night                         
 

 

 
Richard Frost … VP Hospitality 
 



COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course) 
 
Major Stormwater Harvesting System Upgrade 
 

Following submissions by the Course Committee, over the financial years 2020-21 and 2021-22 a 
number of initiatives have been approved by the Committee of Management to greatly improve the 
reliability and performance of our water harvesting system. 
  
The Golf Club relies on harvesting stormwater to fill all its dams. We gain access to this water from 
the Field River at Ernest Crescent. Ernest Crescent is located about 700 metres from the main gate 
along Reynell Road. Water is pumped from there to the holding tanks on the 10th hole, then to the 
main dam next to the 6th fairway. Water is then pumped from the main dam to the “Turkeys Nest” 
dam adjacent to that dam. When these two dams are full, water travels over a spillway adjacent to 
the top 6th tee along and under the 6th fairway to reach the 2nd and 3rd dams, located between the 
2nd and 18th holes. To supplement this water we also have access to the “Catch Drain” that runs on 
the outside of the Happy Valley Reservoir. Water is pumped under Chandlers Hill Road and enters 
the Field River, upstream from Ernest Crescent. The 4th Dam above the practice fairway is fed from 
stormwater from the Miller Drive area. We also have 2 bores on our property. 
 
The Ernest Crescent and Catch Drain have been operational for many years and have served the 
Golf Club extremely well. With the significant increase in power, maintenance and labour costs, as 
well as legislation changes, the Course Committee has recommended a number changes that will 
greatly improve operational efficiency and comply with current legislation. 
 
Currently when it rains and water reaches a certain level, all the pumps start up, regardless of 
whether the water was required in that part of the system or not. The pumps at the 10th hole cannot 
keep up with the full volume of water from Ernest Crescent, so manual intervention is required to 
minimise the amount of water that flows back to Ernest Crescent. Also the Pump at Ernest Crescent 
is regularly blocked by debris, with regular manual intervention required to remedy the situation.  
There is currently considerable waste of resources in the system that can be greatly improved by 
installation of modern equipment that is now available. 
 
The following items have been approved by the Committee of Management and are currently being 
installed: 
 
Ernest Crescent 
Variable Speed Drive Installation will give significant saving in power cost by allowing 

flexibility to the amount of water pumped. At the moment there is  
only on or off functions. 

Electrical Board Moved from underground pit to an above ground cabinet – legislation 
requirement. 

Interactive Controls Includes switching, alarms, reset, level indicators, flow switch and level 
trends. 

Remote Monitoring  Installation will allow remote control of all functions by mobile phone. 
This will also add the ability of Ernest Crescent pump to communicate 
with, and control the Catch Drain and 10th Hole Pumps. This will result 
in significant power and labour savings. 

 

 
 
 
 



Catch Drain and 10th Hole Pump 
 
Remote Monitoring  Will add the ability of these pumps to communicate with the Ernest 

Crescent Pump and will result in power saving. 
 

The last piece of equipment to be installed at Ernest Crescent is called “Riverscreen”. This is a self-
cleaning water intake system. (not yet approved by CoM) This will improve all areas of power 
consumption, maintenance, reliability and provide staff productivity gains.  Search “Riverscreen” on 
YouTube. 
 
The dams have been topped-up again and the forecast for above average rainfall toward the 
end of the year sounds promising. We are currently at 681.5mm to date for 2020, which is 46.5mm 
above our full year average. 
 
Last Friday we had a very large limb come down over the tank and pumps at the 10th hole. 
The area has been marked as off limits.  Significant damage has been done to the concrete roof 
of the tank and the power wires to the pump have been pulled down by the limb.  A crane will be 
needed to help remove the limb from the tank roof. 
 
Poa annua control program is almost completed for the Greens with one more application to be 
done next week. This results in a yellowing of the turf surface. We have also purchased a new 
product called ‘PoaCure’ (Methoizolin) to spray the putting green and the chipping green as a trial. 
There will be four applications at two week intervals. We should see a very gradual transition to 
pure bent grass within around three months. 
 
The Practice Fairway has been completed with laying the artificial turf on the two concrete 
bases and the protection netting installed.  It’s now ready for members to enjoy. 
 
A big thanks to those members who attended the recent working bee to remove and trim some 
trees at the 3rd tee and behind the 18th green.  At the next working bee we will tackle trees on the 
2nd, 16th, 16.5 and 5thas time permits. 
 
The Course Sub-Committee is looking for your feedback on any issue any time that relates 
to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to 
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially.  

 
 

                    Fill Any Divots You See 
 

 

 
The numbers are thinning at the moment and some fresh blood would be great. 
 

Please contact the office if you have some spare time to offer and what sort of things you 
would like to try. 
 

mailto:feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au
https://www.clipartkey.com/view/TbwhiJ_volunteers-needed-transparent-background/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi0rIDP0YTnAhWx4jgGHeCkAHwQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/volunteers-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw0a3E7-2fsxkOP37zItqJLW&ust=1579144321722232


From the Captain…………………….Mick Gibbie 

Club Championships 
In an extremely strange year it was nice to get our championships under way last Saturday (10th 
Oct) and the delayed Ladies champs will begin next Tuesday.   
Scoring wasn’t too bad and I expect the qualifying spots available to be hotly contested this week 
given the congested leader boards after round 1. Seven players in A Grade are within 3 shots, 5 in 
B Grade are within 4 shots and 4 in C Grade are within 1 shot.  
Special mention to Olivia Nobbs whose 86 would be leading in C grade if not for the fact that 
these are the Men’s Champs.  Olivia is however eligible for the Junior Championship and her 
superb round has her in 4th position.  
Thanks to all members for their participation and all the best for the second round. 
Wednesday NTP’s 
As part of our normal Wednesday competition we will now be running NTP’s on all four par 3’s.  At 
the moment each hole will be open to all grades.  We will be monitoring the results and they may 
be graded in the future.  Stay tuned. 
Drains 
The new drains that our course staff have recently dug are deemed to be part of the General 
Area.  Therefore they are an integral part of the course and NO relief is available from them.  For 
pictures and more info please refer to Brayden’s article on our web site. 
Match play Index 
When handicap match play events are held at our club in future it has been decided that our club 
will use the Golf Australia generic match play index.  This index distributes holes in an equitable 
way and its use is recommended by Golf Australia.  Look for this index to appear on our cards in 
the near future. 
Return of the Reynella Cup 
The Reynella Cup is a handicap match play event which was last played in 2011 and to give our 
membership a chance to play more match play golf this event will run over summer.  Look for 
more details to follow soon. 
Monthly Medal Winner’s   

• Well done to Ollie Nobbs with a fantastic score of 67 to win the October Medal.  Andrew 

Stoodley celebrated his re-joining the club with a fine 69 to win A Grade and finish second 

in the medal.  Andrew was a member for years and represented the club in Pennants on 

many occasions before recently playing at Mt Compass.  Welcome back ‘ Stoods’.   

• Speaking of Mt Compass, the club has had a number of new members join us from there 

including Chris Burns and the Gough family, Will, Thomas and Alex. Welcome to you (and 

all our new members).  We look forward to you guys joining our High Performance and 

Pennant squads. 

• Our Mid-Week Medal was won by Grant Harrison with a 70.  He and all the 16 players to 

complete their rounds probably deserved a medal given it rained most of the day!  Well 

done to Grant. 

South Australian Amateur Championships at Mount Osmond GC (handicap limit: GA 6.0) 
(28th September to 2nd October) 
 
Our club was well represented by three juniors Charlie Nobbs, Jordan Percey and Boston Price plus 
Brodie Whitbread, Tony Nobbs and Corey Apthorpe. 
Charlie Nobbs and Brodie Whitbread finished in the top 32 and made it through to the match play 
rounds.  Charlie lost to the top qualifier 5/4 and Brodie ran his opponent close going down 2/1.  A 
great performance by our guys given Charlie is 14 years old and Brodie hasn’t played a lot of golf 
recently because of his work.  Well done to both, our club is proud of you. 
 
 



Coming events. 
 

• Men’s Club Championships on Saturdays 17 October and 7 & 14 November. 

• Mixed Foursomes Championship on Sundays 22 & 29 November. 

• Ladies Club Championships from Tuesday 20 October. 

All the best,  
Mick Gibbie 
 
 
 

CLUB JUNIOR PLAYS IN USA 
Boston Price played in a number of tournaments while in the USA (mid June to early August). 
 
 
Highlights:  

• Qualifying for the Michigan Junior Amateur for a 2nd 
year in a row with a 74. 

• Shooting his all-time low score of 69 @ the Traverse 
City Junior Golf Association championships (day 2).   

• Competed at Michigan State University twice, which is 
where he has his sights set on for college. 

• Win in Traverse City Junior Golf Association (TCJGA) 

tournament @ A-Ga-Ming Golf Course  

• Played in 14 events. 

 

 

   
 
 

PEATS SOILS Sponsor Day on Wednesday 16th September produced some 

big scores with the eventual winner being Phillip Blows with an excellent 42 points. 
 
For his hard work Phil won a pair of Footjoy Golf Shoes 
 
Being the nice bloke that Phil is he sent a note to General Manager Gary Coombe thanking 

Peats Soils for their generous support of our golf club and in particular for providing the 

prizes awarded for outstanding play on the Sponsor Day. 
 
Gary appreciated the note from Phil. 

A big thank you to Peats Soils (and Phil).   

 

 
 
 
 
 



McDONALD CONVEYANCING Sponsor Day  
Wednesday 30th September, 2020 
 

 
L to R: Paul Gregory, Mish Blanusa, Andrew Stoodley, Don Markwick 
 

 
Club Captain Mick Gibbie 
starred with a trophy winning 
round of 40 points. Just short 
of the “chocolates” were 
Howard Bertram and Phil 
Brooksby both on 39 points. 
 
A big thank you to McDonald 
Conveyancing and Director 
Don Markwick for their 
generous sponsorship of our 
golf club.  
Don has only just returned to 
golf after a long layoff as a 
result of an unfortunate 
accident.  
Welcome back Don. 
 

 

WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from VP-Women’s Committee…Lyn Cummings 

This past month has been a busy time for our ladies. 
 
The 9 Hole Challenge was held at Flagstaff Hill on 10th September and then at The Vines the 
following week.  The Vines were the winners on both days and the overall winner with us retaining 
the Silver Plate. Congratulations to our ladies. 
 
Our Golf SA Open Day was held on Thursday 1st October with a full field of 120 players including 
69 Visiting Ladies and 51 Vines Ladies.   
The day was a great success with ladies praising the golf course and the lunch. 
Our ladies provided a varied array of plants, cooked goods and many other items for our trading 
table and along with a raffle a sizeable amount of $’s were raised with a portion going to Golf SA. 

Tuesday the 6th October Graeme Eckert from Allen Jewellers sponsored the day 

and joined the ladies in a game of golf and lunch. We all look forward to this day with Graeme 
giving out many vouchers for the best scores of the day. Winners were A Grade Mary O’Hagan, B 
Grade Lena Battensby, C Grade Raelene Cook, 9 Hole - front Clair Gill and 9 Hole - back Jasmin 
Phillips. 
   
Club Championships begin Tuesday 20th October and conclude with the finals on Friday 30th 
October with 41 ladies contesting over the 3 grades. There are 9 Ladies entered into the 9 Hole 
Championship. Good hitting to everyone. 
 
The next Give Golf A Go Clinics to be held each Thursday in November for new ladies is already 
a success with it being fully booked. 
 
 



Foursomes Championship was a great success this year with 21 pairs across the 3 grades (up 
3 pairs on last year).  We had some great matches in the semi's which could have gone either 
way.  Final winners were A Grade - Cathy Hayward & Kathy Michaelson defeating Mary O’Hagan & 
Amanda Heapy, B Grade - Marienne Hall & Denise Walters defeating Viv Dahl & Sue Walsh, C 
Grade - Bev Hill & Bev Dicker defeating Jenny Paris & Sandy Long.  Winners of the Best Nett over 
both qualifying rounds were Viv Dahl & Sue Walsh. 

 

  
                   Cathy Hayward & Kathy Michaelson         Mary O’Hagan & Amanda Heapy 

 

   
                    Marienne Hall & Denise Walters          Viv Dahl & Sue Walsh 
 

  
                          Bev Dicker & Bev Hill                Sandy Long & Jenny Paris 
 
 

    
 

  
 



RULE of the month…explanation                             

…from John Ward 
       RULE 1 

The Game, Player Conduct and the Rules 
Purpose of Rule: 

Rule 1 introduces these central principles of the game for the player: 

• Play the course as you find it and play the ball as it lies. 

• Play by the Rules and in the spirit of the game. 

• You are responsible for applying your own penalties if you breach a Rule, so that 

you cannot gain any potential advantage over your opponent in match play or 

other players in stroke play. 

Rule 1.3 Playing by the Rules 
1.3a    Meaning of “Rules”; Terms of the Competition 
The “Rules” means: 

• Rules 1-24 and the Definitions of these Rules of Golf, and 

• Any ”Local Rules” the Committee adopts for the competition or the course. 

When we pay our entry fee to participate in a club competition we effectively agree to abide 
by the Rules of Golf and any Local Rules that the Committee has published. 
This of course means if we breach any of the Rules of Golf we should apply the relevant 
penalty. 
Local Rules Have the same status as a Rule Of Golf for that competition or course. 
Unless otherwise stated the penalty for a breach of a Local Rule should be the general 
penalty (two strokes). 
 
BE FAIR ON ALL THE OTHER COMPETITORS IN THE COMPETITION AND APPLY A 

PENALTY WHEN YOU HAVE BREACHED A RULE. 
While you are playing, and a situation arises that you (or your playing partners) are not sure 
whether a penalty should be applied or not, play a second ball i.e. two balls (in Stroke Play) 
then check with the Committee or a Rules Official at the end of your round before you enter 
the correct score and sign your card or submit your score for entry into the competition 
results. 
 

From Bernie………………………………………………  

 

Why Teachers Drink………………………… 
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Club Sponsors…………… 

           
 



Club Sponsors…………… 

Happy Valley 
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Hub Shopping Centre  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Strazdins Painting 
& Decorating   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Southern Vales    

http://www.pumptechservices.com.au/
http://www.visionhub.com.au/
https://www.ohdental.com.au/

