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FROM THE PRESIDENT…Don Johnson 

It is that time of the year again when unfortunately some members have to resign due to 
various reasons; for example health; financial and in some cases have young children who 
require a parent’s time for various reasons.  
Since the first of October last year we have gained 93 new members being more than the 
resignations we received. As at the 14th of September we had 816 members but this will reduce 
when the resignations are applied by the end of October. Overall the membership numbers are 
increasing and this has been achieved without any heavy discounting to entice new members. 
 

I would like to remind Members that the Annual General Meeting on Monday the 27th of 
November 2017. Please mark this on your diary. Any member wishing to discuss any matter 
at the Annual General Meeting must send it in writing to the Manager by the 21st October 2017. 
 
In the past week a few members have asked questions regarding the proposed cart shed. 
There is a lot of work to be done on this matter and it is important that the office be advised if 
you are interested in storing a cart on the Golf Club Premises. 
 
By the time you read this copy of the Grapevine work will have started on the renovations to 
the kitchen and bar. It will be difficult for the staff during this period and members are 
requested to be patient as I am sure the staff will endeavour to provide the best service they 
can under the circumstances in which they are working. 
 
We have recently added two New Zealand Golf Clubs to our reciprocal clubs list. They are 
Akarana Golf Club and Murawai Golf Club. Looking at their websites they appear to be very 
spectacular courses. If you are travelling to New Zealand and intend playing at these Clubs 
please obtain letter of introduction from the office. 
 

Main Club Sponsors… 

 
 

GGRRAAPPEEVVIINNEE 



A WORD FROM THE GIRLS…from Jan Shaw (Vice President, Women’s Golf) 

On 12 September we held our annual Allen Jewellers Sponsor Day. 

Thank you to Graeme Eckert for presenting the gifts to the winners:  Kathryn Hender (A Grade), 
Angela Beaty (B Grade), Alison Emmett (C Grade) and Chris Biggs (9 Holers). Vouchers were 
also awarded for nearest the pin in each grade. 
 
The Foursomes Championship attracted 44 players this year. The weather was kind and some 
great golf was played over the 4 days. The A Grade winners were Cathy Hayward and Kathy 
Michaelsen. B Grade winners were Yvonne Isaac and Denise Walters. C Grade winners 
were Bev Dicker and Bev Hill.  
The Arlene Versteeg Trophy for Best Nett Overall was. Over 50 people attended the 
presentation on the Friday afternoon and there was positive feedback about the nibbles and 
drink voucher. Thank you to everyone involved in the smooth running of the Championship, in 
particular referees, caddies and committee members. 
 
The Golf SA Open Day attracted 108 players from 15 clubs including North Adelaide, Grange, 
West Lakes, Flagstaff  Hill, Glenelg, Mt Osmond, Willunga, Links Lady Bay, Thaxted Park, Mt 
Barker, Penfield, Strathalbyn, Blackwood and of course the Vines. We had a number of great 
raffle prizes, I’d like to thank everyone who donated prizes and/or helped with preparing and 
selling the tickets. We raised over $550 from the raffle. 
I received many positive comments from players who had attended including Barb Capper from 
Golf SA. She also commented positively on the style and colour of our pink golf shirts. Thank 
you to Steve and Cathy in the Pro Shop: Rob Millington and his staff on course: Viv and staff in 
the bar and kitchen: Julie and Kath in the office: Linda Pearce for the table decorations: Glee for 
the cakes and for our spotters (Peter, Greg and Ian) out on the course. Thank you to everyone 
on committee for your hard work in making this event so successful. 
 
We have had a number of resignations from the Vines Golf Club including some very 
experienced long term members (Heather Jones, Sally Clifford, Terry Ward, Bessie Tester, Chris 
Creese and Mary MacNab).  
Sally Clifford has been invited to talk briefly at the Closing Day on behalf of retiring members. 
Invitations to the Closing Day on Tuesday 24 October have been sent out to all members. As 
the Golf Club will be undergoing major repairs at that time the presentation day will take place at 
the Vines Uniting Church on Reynell Road at 9.00am for a 9.30am start. For those who want to 
play golf after the presentations timeslots will be available from 11.30am.  
 
On Tuesday 10th October we hosted 
Thaxted Park at the Vines for the annual 
Marthax Shield competition. The 
weather was great resulting in many high 
scores particularly from the Vines ladies. 
The Vines won with an average score of 
36 for the top 10 players compared to 
30.4 for the top 10 players from Thaxted 
Park. 
 

  

 
 
 
 



Foursomes Championship… 

   

A Winners: Cathy Hayward & Kathy Michaelsen         A R/U: Jan Threadgold & Mary O’Hagan                

     

B Winners: Yvonne Isaac & Denise Walters                B R/U: Marienne Hall & Jan Windows 

  

C Winners: Bev Dicker & Bev Hill                                C R/U Pam Baverstock & Linda Pearce 

 



RULE of the month…explanation                             

…from John Ward 

DRAINPIPES 
As we make our way around the golf course we all are aware that there is a myriad of 
drainpipes located in strategic locations. Naturally theses drainpipes are placed there for a 
reason, not to cause us any annoyance to us but to direct some of the surface water away from 
paths and the playing surfaces.  
That being said it doesn’t stop Lew from accusing the club of conspiring against him when he 
tees off from the 5th tee and skinnies and pull hooks his ball into the drainpipe under the access 
road to the greenkeeper’s shed. 
After some well pronounced expletives, Lew asks his long suffering mate Dowski what the rules 
allow him to do now that his ball is lost in the drainpipe. 
Dowski, proves once again that he has an extensive knowledge of the rules by explaining to Lew 
that the underground drainpipe is an obstruction and as Lew knows, or is virtually certain that 
his ball is in the drainpipe (an immovable obstruction) he may invoke Rule24-3b, and under that 
rule his ball is deemed to lie at the spot where it last crossed the outermost limits of the 
obstruction (the drainpipe). 
Lew may then substitute another ball at a spot through the green, and take relief by dropping 
the ball, without penalty, within one club-length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest 
point of relief.  
Lew is more than happy with Dowski’s explanation and direction and proceeds to drop his ball 
and play his next shot. He wonders about the next challenge he will encounter.  
 

FROM COURSE SUB COMMITTEE…from Peter Shaw (Vice President, Course) 

Rolling of our greens.  
Currently our greens are rolled each Thursday by a volunteer working group.  We have been 
fortunate to gain the use of a second roller from the Pt Hughes Golf Club and a trial is now 
under way to fit a second roll of the green each week. This will be achieved by substituting a 
normal cut of the greens with a roll session by our ground staff, which will go some way to 
balance out the labour requirement. Also, to be able to achieve an extra roll, 2 machines are 
required to keep ahead of the field on a normal competition golf day. If the trial is successful, 
the second roll will become a normal weekly event, and you will see faster, truer and flatter 
greens. 
 
Our Fairways – Wow!   
The condition of the fairways as we come out of winter is probably the best we have seen yet. 
They were treated last week with growth retardant, mainly to stop the production of seed 
heads. Scarifying of the fairways is about to commence with the use of our new “Terra Rake”. 
This machine virtually combs up the grass pile, with the fairway mower coming behind mowing 
as normal. This process is far less intrusive than the normal scarification, and will have little 
effect, if any, on playability – no preferred lies will be required. Testing of the Terra Rake will be 
undertaken within the next few days on the 15th fairway. Then the remainder of the course will 
be raked by a volunteer, with this expected to be completed within a normal working day. The 
process will be applied three to four times a growing season for maximum effect. Scarification 
assists with the health of the grass and also reduces the instances of scalping by our mowers 
during the peak growth season. 
 
The Course Sub-Committee is always looking for your feedback on any issue any time 
that relates to the Course. Have a question, a suggestion or criticism, please write to 
feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au. Any correspondence will be treated confidentially. 
 

mailto:feedback@vinesgolfclub.com.au


Bar, Kitchen & Clubhouse Renovation 
The Committee of Management is pleased to announce that it has committed to a renovation of 
the Clubhouse beginning on the 16th of October. 
The renovation includes; 

 Refit of the Kitchen 

 Refit of the Bar 

 Replacement of the Carpet in the Lounge, Function Room, Hallways & Offices 

 Re-Upholstering of the Members Lounge Chairs 

 Replacement of the Dining Chairs. 

The renovation is in line with the Club’s Strategic Plan and addresses many areas of the 
Clubhouse that are in need of repair or are non-compliant with relevant legislation. 
Current areas of non-compliance in the Kitchen & Bar include; 

 Not enough sink & hand washing facilities 

 Insufficient volume of the grease arrestor 

 Bar waste does not travel through the grease arrestor prior to the sewer system 

 Exhaust canopy does not cover all of the cooking equipment and releases exhaust too 

close to the Air-Conditioning units 

 Kitchen & Bar floor has holes and is coming away from the wall, making effective 

cleaning virtually impossible. 

At the same time, we will be completing works that will enable us to; 

 Increase efficiency of service in the Kitchen & Bar 

 Offer a wider range of menus items suitable for both the regular bistro service and 

functions, and 

 Maximise the revenue generated from both areas. 

Members are advised that the Bistro service will be closed during this time however the Bar will 
remain open, albeit with a limited service capacity. 
The full project has a budget of $260,000, with funds provided by the Club’s current bank, the 
ANZ.  
The main source of funding the repayments will be the Capital Expenditure Levy. Based on 
current levels of Membership we anticipate that this will be repaid within 7 years without any 
increase to the Levy. 
Finance has been secured at a competitive commercial variable rate of 5.19%. The variable rate 
allows the Club to pay back the loan in the most responsible manner, with extra repayments 
should we perform better than budgeted or, with lower repayments should unforeseen 
circumstances occur. 
The Committee thanks you for your understanding and looks forward to a revitalised Clubhouse. 
The Committee of Management 
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The Dead Parrot…from Wayne Lines 

  At dawn the telephone rings . . . 

   "Hello, Senor Ron?" This is Ernesto, the caretaker at your country house." 
   "Ah yes, Ernesto. What can I do for you? Is there a problem?" 
   "Um, I am just calling to advise you, Senor Ron, that your parrot - he is dead." 
   "My parrot? Dead? The one that won the International competition?" 
   "Si, Senor, that's the one." 
   "Damn! That's a pity! I spent a small fortune on that bird. What did he die from?" 
 
   "From eating the rotten meat, Senor Ron." 
   "Rotten meat? Who the hell fed him rotten meat?" 
   "Nobody, Senor. He ate the meat of the dead horse." 
   "Dead horse? What dead horse?" 
   "The thoroughbred, Senor Ron." 
   "My prize thoroughbred is dead?" 
   "Yes, Senor Ron, he died from all that work pulling the water cart." 
  
  "Are you insane?? What water cart?" 
   "The one we used to put out the fire, Senor." 
   "Good Lord!! What fire are you talking about, man?" 
  
  "The one that destroyed your house, Senor! A candle fell and the curtains caught on fire." 
   "What the hell?? Are you saying that my mansion is destroyed because of a candle??!!" 
   "Yes, Senor Ron." 
  
  "But there's electricity at the house!! What was the candle for?" 
  
  "For the funeral, Senor Ron." 
   "WHAT BLOODY FUNERAL??!!" 
   "Your wife's, Senor Ron. She showed up very late one night and I thought she 
  was a thief, so I hit her with your new Taylor Made Super Quad 460 golf club." 
  
  SILENCE........... 
  
  LONG SILENCE......... 
  

  "Ernesto, if you broke that driver, you're in deep doo doo!! 
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Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser…From Wayne Corbett 

On Sunday 1 October 2017 our Junior foundation conducted a fundraising BBQ at the Bunnings 
Noarlunga store. 
 
Staffed by a greatly appreciated and very enthusiastic band of generous volunteers, 
as well as some Juniors who competently served the customers, we managed to raise in excess 
of $1500.00. 
No exercise of this nature can be a success without the generous support of those loyal Club 
members who willingly gave some of their time over the long weekend to staff the BBQ. Without 
naming each of those who worked, on behalf of the Juniors, I thank you most sincerely for your 
extremely generous support and enthusiasm. 
 
Special thanks also go to Mr Rod Gorton, our VP Commercial Activities, who got the 
ball rolling in the initial stages and then generously assisted with the transportation, set-up and 
cooking. A magnificent effort. 
 

The extreme generosity of Mr Graham Rugless from Happy Valley 

Foodland must also be acknowledged. Graham has been a very generous and long-time 

supporter of our Club and seldom misses an opportunity to provide support. To ensure the 
success of this venture, Graham graciously donated the sausages (45 kg) and bread (40 loaves) 
and this generous and significant gesture is greatly appreciated. 
 
These funds will be used for the further development of our Junior Development Program and 
Junior Foundation. 
 
 

Junior Golf Sponsor… 

 Old Reynella    

 

 

 

Steve Krause…Club Professional 
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